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New Jersey Institute of Technology 

HIST 390 –101 

Historical Problems of the 20th Century 
Through Film: World War One 

 

Fall Session 2023 

Course Syllabus* 

Instructor:  Dr.  Scott L. Kent 

Email: kent@njit.edu 

Office: Room #331 Cullimore Hall 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 3:45 pm by appointment 

                               Plus, Wednesday 5:00 pm to 5:45pm  

Mode of Instructional Delivery: 

    Face-to-Face:  Delivery of instruction is structured around in-person classroom 
meeting times. Instruction is delivered in person and students are expected to attend 
class. (Sometimes referred to as traditional classroom courses) 

Course Description: 

    A study of selected problems in the 20th century using film as a window 
into history. The material for the course will include documentary films, 
newsreels, TV news films, and theatrical feature films as well as selected 
readings. This course may be used to satisfy a three credit 300 level GER in 
History and Humanities. 

Prerequisites: HUM 102 with a grade of C or higher, and a course fulfilling 
the History and Humanities GER 200 level course with a grade of C or higher. 

Course Objectives: 

     Knowledge of history is of the greatest importance due to the fact that the world 
we live in today is the direct result of various historical developments. The students 
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of the course will analyze historical events and movements of World War One and 
assess their subsequent significance.  Students will use critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills to analyze information and develop their writing skills by 
producing three short reaction papers.   

Course Goals: 

Upon completion of this course, students should specifically be able to do the 
following: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the fundamental concepts and historical events 
and ideas related to World War One.  
 

2. Evaluate global exchanges and perspectives in context of social, political, 
religious, and intellectual traditions of the Great War.  
 

3. Read, analyze, organize and synthesize evidence, historical problems, and 
interpretations connected to the history of World War One.  
 

Measurable Course Performance Objectives (MPOs): 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should specifically be able to 
do the following: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of some of the fundamental concepts and theories 
of historical events and ideas related to World War One.  

 
1.1 Identify and describe key terms, names and places of major events of the 

history of World War One. 
 

1.2 Evaluate the validity of various interpretations of historical events and 
institutions. 

 
1.3 Clarify and summarize information pertaining to historical events and 

ideas in Short Reaction Papers. 
 

2. Evaluate global exchanges and perspectives in context of social, political, 
religious, and intellectual traditions. 

 
2.1 Identify historically important places and nation states on historical 

maps. 
 

2.2 Discuss social structures, religious ideas and institutions, and 
intellectual traditions. 

 
 

3. Read, Analyze, organize, and synthesize evidence, historical problems, and   
interpretations connected to the history of World War One  
 

3.1  Use primary and secondary sources to show how historical problems 
are confronted. 

3.2 Conduct research and explore reliable resources on the history of 
World War One.  
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Required Materials: Textbook  

All other materials for this class are provided by the instructor, this includes the 
movies themselves, recorded lectures, primary and secondary source readings.  

Textbook:     

Stone, Martin. World War One: A Short History. Basic Books: New York New 
York,2007,2009. ISBN: 978-0-465-01368-5 

Suggested Reading: 

Gilbert, Martin. The First World War: A Complete History.  Henry Holt and Company: 
New York New York, 1994. ISBN: 0-8050-4734-4 

Course Requirements:      

    Five Reaction Papers: 3 to 4 pages in length valued at 10% each                                   50% 

    A Final Reaction paper: 4to 5 pages in length valued at 15 %                                          15% 

    Discussion Group Posts, 6 at 2.5% each                                                                                       15% 

    Map Quiz of Europe & the Middle East 5% Each                                                                        10%                               

   Attendance/ Class participation valued at 10% *                                                                   10%  

                                                                                                                                                                              100% 

 *Attendance/participation:  
 
     Attendance is required and attendance will be taken at the start of every class. 
Each student is permitted THREE absences during the semester. Additional absences 
will affect the student’s grade. Unexcused lateness counts as ½ of an absence. 
Leaving class early also counts as ½ of an absence. The Attendance Policy will be 
explained in detail on the first two days of class. Any student with more than Five (5) 
absences will have their grade lowered by at least a full letter grade which could 
result in an “F” for this course.  

Cell Phone Usage: 

     Cell phone usage will not be tolerated.  Phones must be turned off or placed on 
vibrate before the beginning of class.  Texting during class is also strictly 
prohibited. 

Classroom Decorum:   

     There shall be no food or eating in the classroom. Rude or obnoxious behavior 
will not be tolerated, the student will simply be asked to leave the class.  

Lap Top Usage:  

    Laptops are not to be used during class, unless they are used for taking class 
notes. If this is the case, please sit in the front two rows of the classroom and see 
me for permission prior to using your laptop. 
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 Grading: 

A-  90-100%   Superior Work: demonstrates excellent writing, analytical, and 
interpretive skills. 
 

B-  80-84%     Above Average Work: demonstrates good writing, analytical, and 
interpretive skills. 

     B+ - (same as above but with a score of 85 -89%) 

C-  70-74%     Average Work:  demonstrates writing, analytical, and interpretive 
skills that are at a college entry level. 

     C+ - (same as above but with a score of 75-79% 

D-  60-69%     Below Average Work:  demonstrates writing, analytical, and 
interpretive skills that are below a college entry level.  

      F-    Below 60%   Failure: work that shows little effort or that is incomplete.                           

Academic Integrity: 

       THE USE OF CHAT GPT, CPT-3, GRAMARLY, OR ANY OTHER FORM OF A.I. IS 
FORBIBBEN IN THIS CLASS, IT IS CHEATING PLAIN AND SIMPLE AND YOU WILL BE 
GIVEN AN “F” FOR PLAGIARISM AND REPORTED TO THE DEAN OF STUDENTS FOR 
POSSIBLE EXPLUSION FROM THE UNIVERSTIY. 

 

     Plagiarism is passing off someone else’s work as your own and will not be 
tolerated.  Students are expected to write their own original work and to give credit 
in the form of footnotes (i.e., citations) for any material that is not their own.  
Plagiarized papers will be given an automatic “F” with no possibility of a rewrite. This 
may result in a failing grade for the entire course.   Violations will be brought to the 
immediate attention of the Dean of Students and adjudicated in accordance with the 
NJIT Honor Code.  A copy of the Honor Code is available at: 
www.njit.edu/academics/honorcode.php 

 

Schedule of Assignments: * 

September 6th  
 
 
 
 

Class Introduction assignment  
 
Lecture: Class Introduction 
Review: Class Syllabus, how to cite a 
movie, the use of A.I.  
 
Map Review: Europe  

Watch: Our World War, Season 1, 
Episode 1, The First Day 
 
*Photo: My Great Uncle Clayton C. 
Moore, who died at the Western Front 
in September 1918, and to whom this 
class is dedicated. 
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September 13th & September 20th  
 
 
 

All Quiet on the Western front -1930   
(9/13/23)  
 
Lecture: World War One (9/20/23) 
 
Map Quiz of Europe (9/20/23) 
 
Discussion Post #1 (9/20/23) 
All Quiet on the Western Front was 
banned in many countries, including 
Nazi Germany, Australia, Italy, Austria, 
and France. 

What is it about this movie that many 
governments (some of whom won 
World War One) found so 
threatening?   
 
Reaction Paper #1: All Quiet on the 
Western Front -due 9/27/23 

What were the MAIN causes of 
World War One? Give me a minimum of 
three. 

 Major Hint: The assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand was NOT 
one of them. 

Reading: History of WWI (chapter 3 of 
Findley textbook) On Canvas 
Reading: Letters from the Western 
Front, article for the WWI centennial 
committee 
Reading: (Totally Optional): Letters 
from The Western Front: The 
Correspondence of American 
Doughboys and American Censorship 
During The Great War 1917-1918 

  
 
Our World War is a three-part 
2014 British television drama mini-series 
 
Viewed on 9/6, 10/4 & 10/18 
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 September 27th & October 4th  
   
                      
 

WINGS -1927 (9/27/23)  
 
Lecture: Wings-1927 (9/27/23) 
 
Discussion Group #2: Wings (10/4/23)  

Most university students have never 
watched a full-length silent film. 

What aspects of watching the movie 
Wings did you find most surprising? Most 
rewarding? Most challenging to watch? 

Reaction Paper #2:  Due 10/04/23 
While, no doubt, one of the greatest 
silent movies ever filmed, Wings is about 
much more than just World War One. It 
is also a tragic love story between Jack, 
Mary, David, and Sylvia. Describe the 
many different love triangles portrayed 
in the film.  
 
Textbook Reading: Stone Chapter #1 
(10?4//23)  
Reading: Wings by Dino Everett  
Reading: Movie analysis Wings (1927) 
Reading: The U.S. Air Service in WWI, 
parts 1 and 2.  
 
Watch: Our World War Part 2: ‘Pals’ 
(10/4/23)  
 
 

October 11th and October18th  
 
            
                        
 

Paths of Glory -1957 (10/11/23) 
 
Lecture: Paths of Glory (10/11/23)  
 
Discussion Group #3 (10/18/23) 
“Patriotism is the last refuge of the 
scoundrel.” 
This quote from Paths of Glory makes me 
wonder if Corporal Paris, Private Ferrol, 
Private Arnaud, and the rest of company B 
were truly guilty of cowardice or wither 
Stanley Kubrick is simply making us feel 
sorry for them?  Do you believe these men 
are cowards or simply victims of the 
ambitious General Mireau?  
 
Reaction Paper #3 Due 10/18/23 

Patriotism is the last refuge of the 
scoundrel.” 

This quote from Paths of Glory makes me 
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wonder if Corporal Paris, Private Ferol, 
Private Arnaud, and the rest of company B 
were truly guilty of cowardice or wither 
Stanley Kubrick is simply making us feel 
sorry for them? 

 Do you believe these men are cowards or 
simply victims of the ambitious General 
Mireau?  

Textbook Reading: Stone: Chapter 2: 
(10/18/23) 
Reading: 
A remembrance they’d rather forget 
WWI’s executed soldiers.  
Reading: What makes Paths of Glory an 
important film. 
 
Watch: Our World War Episode 3: War 
Machine (10/18/23) 
 

October 25th & November 1st     
       

                                                   

 

They shall not grow Old -2018 
(10/25/23) 
 
Lecture: They Shall Not Grow Old 
(10/25/23)  
 
Discussion Group #4 (11/1/23)  
They Shall Not Grow Old is not a full-
Length Hollywood movie, it is a 
documentary. What major/minor 
differences do you see between these 
two formats? 
 
Reaction Paper #4: due 11/01/23 
Stephen Dalton of the Hollywood 
Reporter stated that They Shall Not 
Grow Old “suggests new cinematic 
methods of rescuing history from the 
history books, humanizing and 
dramatizing true stories with a modest 
injection of movie-world artifice…an 
immersive primer on the firsthand 
experiences of British soldiers, this 
innovative documentary is a haunting, 
moving and consistently engaging 
lesson in how to bring the past vividly 
alive.”  What examples of real life in the 
trenches registered with you the most? 
And why?  
 
Textbook Reading: Stone Chapter 3 
(11/1/23)  
Reading: A Few Thoughts on “They Shall 
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Not Grow Old.”  
Reading: A Stunning World War I 
Documentary.  
 
Watch: The First World War: The War to 
End War | WWI Documentary (11/1/23)  

November 8th & November 15th  
 

      
 

1917 -2019 (11/8/23) 
 
Lecture: 1917 (11/8/23)  
 
Discussion Group #5 (11/15/23)  
 The Horrors of Trench Warfare:  
1917 is noted for its realistic depiction of 
trench warfare, what examples of life in the 
trenches did you find a little too 
realistic/shocking?  Does this depiction of 
WWI differ from the earlier films we have 
watched? And how so?  
 
Reaction Paper #5 Due 11/15/23 
1917 is noted for its realistic depiction 
of trench warfare, what examples of 
life in the trenches did you find a little 
too realistic/shocking?  Does this 
depiction of WWI differ from the earlier 
films we have watched?  
 
Textbook Reading: Stone Chapter 4 
(11/15/23)  
 
Reading: Trench Warfare. 
Reading: The True History Behind the 
"1917" Movie. 
 
Watch: The Battle of the Somme 
(11/15/23)  

November 22nd  

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NO CLASS -Friday classes meet. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving  
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November 29th, December 6th, and 

December 13th  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Day of Class 12/13/23 

Lawrence of Arabia -1962 (11/29/23) & 
(12/6/23)  
 
Lecture: The Middle East Since WWI 
(12/13/23)  
 
Lecture: Lawrence of Arabia (11/29/23) 
 
Discussion Group #6 (12/13/23) 
The film Lawrence of Arabia reminds us 
that World War One was not just 
fought in Europe. What depictions of 
war in the deserts of the middle east did 
you find as different from the trench 
warfare we saw on the Western Front 
(where all of our previous films have 
taken place). 
 
Final Reaction Paper: Due 12/13/23 
Racism and World War One: 
During the early 20th Century, most 
Europeans believed that they were 
racially superior to everyone else on 
the planet. What examples of racism do 
you see in Lawrence of Arabia? Do you 
believe that T.E. Lawrence was himself 
racist?  Is this a racist movie overall, or 
a triumph of the art of cinema? What 
other forms of racism did you note in 
the other films we have watched in the 
class?  
 
Map Quiz: The Middle East (12/06/23) 
 
Textbook Reading: Stone Chapters 5&6 
(12/13/23) 
Reading: Never Forget That World War I 
Was Also Racist. 
Reading: Racial violence in France 
during WWI. 
 

                                                                 
-grades due by 12/25/23  
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*Subject to Change 

 


