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Media Information 
This guide is designed to assist in coverage of 

NJIT men's volleyball. For home matches, the 

NJIT sports information office will provide offi-

cial box score 10 minutes following each 

game. Coach Ryan McNeil and requested 

players will be available for interviews on the 

basement level of Fleisher Athletic Center fol-

lowing a 10-minute cooling-off period. Radio 

broadcast requests should be made at least 10 

business days prior to the contest. 

Requests for coach and player interviews on 

non-game days should be made through the 

NJIT sports information office (973-596-8461). 

Credits 
The 2009 NJIT Men's Volleyball Media Guide 

is a production of the NJIT Sports Information 

Office in cooperation of the Office of 

University Communications. Written and 

edited by Tim Camp and Stephanie Pillari. 

Cover and interior design by Blu Hand Design 

Studio, Rahway, NJ. NJIT photographs and 

information courtesy of University 

Communications. All interior team and action 

photography by Larry Levanti. Printing by 

Prestige Graphics, Union, NJ. 

Why the 
Highlanders? 
The home of NJIT, University Heights, was for-

merly known as the Newark Highlands and 

NJIT's mailing address used to be High Street, 

until the thoroughfare was re-named in mem-

ory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In 2006-07, NJIT athletics, in keeping with its 

move to NCAA Division I, is unveiling a new 

graphic identity, which includes a new 

Highlanders logo (shown). Developed by CN 

Foundry for NJIT, the logo depicts the tradi-

tional Highlander, whose courage and bravery 

against all odds are the stuff of legend. 

Quick facts 
NEW JERSEY INSTITUTE OF 

TECHNOLOGY (NJIT) 

Location: University Heights, Newark, NJ 
Founded: 1881 
Enrollment: 5,380 (undergraduate) 
NJIT website: www.njit.com  

Nickname: Highlanders 
Colors: Red and white (blue accent) 
Home courts (capacity): Estelle and Zoom 
Fleisher Center (1,500) 

Affiliations: NCAA Division I, ECAC 
Conference: Eastern Intercollegiate Volleyball 
Association (Tait Division) 

University President: Dr. Robert A. Altenkirch 
Director of Athletics: Lenny Kaplan 

Athletic Department phone: 973-596-3636 

Sports Information 
NJIT athletics website: 
www.njithighlanders.com  
Results hotline: 973-596-5555 

Assistant AD for Sports Information: 
Tim Camp 
Phone/Email: 973-596-8461/ 
timothy.camp@njit.edu  
Assistant SID: Stephanie Pillari 
Phone/Email: 973-596-8324/ 
pillari@adm.njit.edu  

Men's Volleyball 
Head coach (alma mater, year): 
Ryan McNeil (Lewis, 2001) 
Phone/Email: 973-596-6498/ 
mcneil@adm.njit.edu  
Career record (years): 56-48 
(4 years, NJIT men) 

Assistant Coach: Jose Reynaldo (JR) Martins 
Graduate Assistant Coach: Melissa Golob 
Volunteer Assistant Coach: Daniel Cruz 

2008 overall/conf. (finish): 13-14/4-8 (6th) 
Returning/lost (starters): 5/7 
(3/3, plus libero) 



About NJIT 
NJIT is New Jersey's Science & Technology 

University. With roots going back to 1881, 

when it was founded as Newark Technical 

School, New Jersey Institute of Technology 

observed its 125th anniversary in 2006. 

Located in University Heights, Newark, New 

Jersey, home to more than 30,000 college stu-

dents, NJIT's campus is just 10 miles from 

New York City. 

Playing a critical role in shaping New Jersey's 

future, NJIT, as a major public technological 

university, is an important pipeline for the 

flow of technology into society. The universi-

ty's educational programs prepare students to 

be leaders in the technology-dependent 

economy of the 21st century. University 

researchers seek new knowledge to improve 

processes and products for industry. Through 

public and private partnerships and economic 

development efforts, the university helps to 

grow new business ventures that fuel the 

economy. 

In recent years, NJIT has put more than $83 

million toward new and improved buildings 

and facilities on the 45-acre campus, includ-

ing biomedical engineering labs and a cam-

pus center. 

Instructional 
Programs 
NJIT offers 96 degree programs — 36 under-

graduate, 41 master's and 19 doctoral pro-

grams — through six schools: 

NEWARK COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 

NEW JERSEY SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND LIBERAL ARTS 

SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT 

ALBERT DORMAN HONORS COLLEGE 

COLLEGE OF COMPUTING SCIENCES 

NJIT has 416 full-time faculty; more than 98 

percent of whom hold the highest degree in 

their fie0 than 5,300 undergraduate students 

and more than 2,800 graduate students. Our 

students hail from 33 states and more than 

100 countries to rank eighth in the nation for 

diversity. 

Albert Dorman Honors College enrolls more 

than 500 students who take advantage of 

honors courses, research opportunities, advis-

ing and mentoring. Honors College students 

have SAT scores ranking in the top 10 percent 

nationally. 

With more than 44,000 alumni, NJIT is rated 

by US News and World Report as a top-tier 

national research university offering bache-

lor's, master's and doctoral degrees. 

Research 
NJIT drew more than $75 million in research 

funding in 2005 and faculty members welcome 

student collaboration on research projects. 

Economic 
Development 
NJIT is committed to economic development 

for Newark and the region. The university 

operates several outreach centers that provide 

direct technical assistance to the state's busi-

nesses with the goal of helping small and 

medium-sized companies. NJIT is also the 

home of New Jersey's oldest and largest incu-

bator facility, and was one of the first institu-

tions in the nation to adopt economic devel-

opment as a fourth mission element, together 

with instruction, research and community 

service. More than 60 technology start-up 

companies, many of which hire NJIT students, 

are on campus. 



The Career Edge 
All 10 of the majors with the highest starting 

salaries for 2005-06 grads are in engineering, 

computing and business, according to the 

National Association of Colleges and 

Employers. 

Computer and data processing services lead 

the list of the 10 fastest-growing occupations 

in projections compiled by the US 

Department of Labor. Computer-related 

employment is expected to grow 117 percent 

by 2008, according to the Career Guide to 

Industries. 

As technology changes all fields, those with 

science and technology backgrounds are 

positioned to lead. Among the CEOs of the 

S&P 500 companies, engineering is the single 

largest undergraduate degree and more than 

half of CEOs have undergraduate degrees in 

engineering, business management, science, 

math and computing. 

The Global Edge 
The diversity in NJIT's student body and facul-

ty prepares graduates to understand and suc-

ceed in the global marketplace. NJIT was 

named among the world's top 500 universi-

ties in a study by the Institute of Higher 

Education, Shanghai Jiao Tong University. 

The Technology 
Edge 
NJIT has been designated one of the nation's 

most technologically sophisticated universities 

by Forbes.com  and a Princeton Review survey 

and the university has received major funding 

from the National Science Foundation and 

the National Security Agency in recent years. 

The Academic Edge 
NJIT has long been a national leader in apply-

ing new technologies and approaches to the 

educational experience. NJIT was a pioneer in 

requiring computer science for students in all 

majors and the School of Architecture has led 

innovations in teaching CAD and digital 

design. The school's innovative "paperless" 

first-year program was recently cited by 

Campus Technology Magazine. 

Students have a wide range of educational 

choices in building an interest-tailored pro-

gram. Among their options are cross-enrolling 

at neighboring Rutgers to enrich their program 

with subjects such as music and languages. 

NJIT students learn emerging technologies 

from the researchers behind the technologies, 

developing valuable marketplace skills. Real-

world experience through experiential learn-

ing makes graduates more marketable, with 

many co-op opportunities leading to perma-

nent jobs. 

The Regional Edge 
New Jersey, with America's highest concentra-

tion of pharmaceutical, hi-tech, biotech, and 

medical device companies is the place to 

study technology. It has the nation's highest 

per capita number of engineers and scientists 

as residents, while also leading in per capita 

rate of patents issued. Further, the Newark-

New York region is a living laboratory for 

architecture and building sciences, environ-

mental engineering and transportation. 

The Research Edge 
NJIT has been designated by the State of New 

Jersey as the Homeland Security Technology 

Systems Center and NJIT operates the world

-renowned Big Bear Solar Observatory. 

A History of NJIT 
From the Industrial Revolution to the 

Information Age, New Jersey Institute of 

Technology has a rich history with its begin-

nings developing from the industrial age. 

In 1881, an act of the New Jersey State 

Legislature, recognizing an urgent need, 

sought a home for what would be the state's 

technical school. The efforts of Newark's pub-

lic and private sectors resulted with the open-

ing of Newark Technical School, addressing 

the state's need. 

Over time, the university expanded its cur-

riculum and mission. In 1919, the university 

established baccalaureate programs in three 

engineering fields. By the middle of the 20th 

century, Newark Technical School was trans-

formed into the robust Newark College of 

Engineering. 

The post-war period was one of enormous 

activity with regular expansion of the campus, 

as well as the introduction of doctoral level 

programs. In 1975, with the addition of the 

New Jersey School of Architecture, the institu-

tion had evolved into a technological univer-

sity, emphasizing a broad range of degrees 

and dedication to significant research and 

public service. Newark College of 

Engineering, stronger than ever, remained 

intact, but a new university name — New 

Jersey Institute of Technology — reflected the 

institution's expanded mission. 

A broadened mission called for the creation of 

a residential campus and the opening of 

NJIT's first dormitory in 1980 began a period 

of steady growth that continues. Two new 

schools were established during the 1980s—

the College of Science and Liberal Arts (1982) 

and the School of Industrial Management 

(1988). The Albert Dorman Honors College 

was established in 1994, and the newest 

school, the College of Computing Sciences, 

was created in 2001. 



Dr. Robert A. 
Altenkirch 
President 

Having joined NJIT as its seventh president in 

July 2002, Dr. Robert A. Altenkirch is leading the 

university in a period of multi-layered growth. 

In recent years, NJIT has put more than $80 

million toward new and improved buildings 

and facilities, while also drawing similar dol-

lars in annual research funding. 

Under President Altenkirch, NJIT has expanded 

its course offerings, with 16 new degree pro-

grams added in the 2008-09 academic year 

alone, and 13 in various stages of development 

for implementation in the next two years. 

Coinciding with the expansion is NJIT's transi-

tion from a smaller commuter campus to a 

larger institution with a larger resident student 

population. The incoming class of 2012 is the 

largest in the history of the school, and more 

than half the freshman class resides on campus. 

Tied to that transition is Altenkirch's strong 

belief that the home institution in New 

Jersey's largest city needs to be residential and 

provide the experiences associated with a res-

idential campus. At the same time, Altenkirch 

is committed to NJIT's involvement with the 

community in its home city of Newark. 

Intercollegiate athletics fits those goals natu-

rally and upgrading NJIT athletics has been a 

priority of Altenkirch's presidency going back 

to November 2002 meetings that led to NJIT's 

reclassification to NCAA Division I. 

Adding a personal dimension to his support, 

Altenkirch, a multi-sport athlete in high 

school, freshman baseball player at Purdue 

University, and a former college soccer official, 

and his wife, Beth, are regular attendees at 

NJIT competitions, home and away. 

Immediately before his selection as president 

of NJIT, Altenkirch was vice president for 

research at Mississippi State University (MSU), 

a position he held from 1998 to 2002. 

Prior to his appointment as vice president at 

MSU, Altenkirch served as dean of the College 

of Engineering and Architecture at 

Washington State University (1995-98). 

From 1988 to 1995, he was dean of the 

College of Engineering at MSU. He also served 

as professor and chair of mechanical engineer-

ing at the University of Kentucky (1975-88). 

Altenkirch holds a PhD from Purdue 

University, an MS from the University of 

California, Berkeley, and a BS from Purdue, all 

in mechanical engineering. 

He is the author of over 50 publications and 

nearly 100 presentations in combustion and 

heat transfer and served as principal investiga-

tor for 10 Space Shuttle experiments investi-

gating the spread of fire in reduced gravity. 

He is a fellow of the American Society of 

Engineers and in 2008 received the Ellis Island 

Medal of Honor. 

Dr. Joel Bloom 
Vice President of Academic 
and Student Services 

Dr. Joel Bloom, who joined NJIT in July 

1990, is responsible for eight divisions of the 

university, including physical education and 

athletics. 

In 1998, Bloom was appointed the first dean 

of the Albert Dorman Honors College in addi-

tion to his vice president responsibilities. The 

honors college enrolls over. 500 students, 

including residents of 15 states and several 

foreign countries. The combined average SAT 

score is over 1300 and freshmen typically 

have ranked in the top 10 percent of their 

high school graduating class. Honors College 

students maintain a grade point average high-

er than 3.5. 

Prior to his arrival at NJIT, Dr. Bloom served 

seven years as assistant commissioner of the 

New Jersey Department of Education for the 

Division of General Academic Education. He 

was responsible for managing many of the edu-

cation department's initiatives, over 300 grants 

and contracts, and a $24 million budget. 

Formerly a teacher and school administrator 

in New York City Public Schools, Dr. Bloom 

was also a director of research and instructor 

at Teacher's College, Columbia University. 

He is chair of the Greater Newark Consortium 

for Pre-College Education and vice chair of the 

State Board for Communities and Schools. He 

serves further as a member of numerous 

boards at the state, regional and national levels 

and has received national and state education 

awards, as well as federal, foundation and cor-

porate grant awards. He has published journal 

articles and presented papers on school 

improvement, curriculum development, col-

lege transition and student assessment. 

Dr. Bloom holds a master's degree and a doc-

torate from Teacher's College, Columbia 

University. He also earned master's and bach-

elor's degrees from Hunter College of the City 

University of New York. 

Lenny Kaplan 
Director of Athletics 

Since taking over as head of NJIT's division of 

physical education and athletics in August 

2000, Lenny Kaplan has been instrumental in 

shaping a new direction for the program. 

His first task was to help stabilize and expand 

a program that was entering its fourth year in 

Division II when he arrived in Newark. In late 

2002, after discussions with university 

President Dr. Robert A. Altenkirch and Vice 

President Dr. Joel Bloom, Kaplan took on the 

task of steering NJIT's programs into Division 

I, a process that is set to reach fruition with full 

championship eligibility in 2009-10. 

The sports offerings have expanded to 19 var-

sity programs and since 2004, NJIT has reno- 



vated its two main on-campus venues-

Lubetkin Field and the Estelle and Zoom 

Fleisher Athletic Center. The school also 

signed a 10-year partnership to play all home 

baseball in the professional Bears and Eagles 

Riverfront Stadium and later agreed to host 

basketball in the new Prudential Center, 

downtown Newark home of the NHL's New 

Jersey Devils. 

In 2005-06, NJIT's outstanding home facili-

ties allowed it to host ECAC Division II post-

season championships in women's soccer 

and baseball. 

Under Kaplan's leadership, many teams 

achieved regional and national Division II 

ranking. Women's teams in basketball, tennis 

and soccer all reached postseason play for the 

first time in his administration, 

Additionally, men's volleyball captured a 

divisional championship in the Eastern 

Intercollegiate Volleyball Association and the 

next year reached the EIVA playoff semifinals 

hosted by eventual 2008 national champion 

Penn State. 

Kaplan guided the program toward further 

stability with membership in the newly-

expanded all-sports Great West Conference, 

which will offer a conference home for 11 of 

NJIT's 19 varsity sports. 

Before coming to NJIT, Lenny Kaplan served 

11 years at Manhattan College, where he 

began as Manhattan's director of operations 

and was assistant athletics director from 

1991-2000. 

Kaplan, a 1988 graduate of St. John's 

University with a degree in athletics adminis-

tration, resides in Merrick, NY, with his wife, 

Nancy, and their sons, Michael and Joshua. 

STUDENT-ATHLETE SUPPORT 

Sports Medicine 
NJIT sports medicine is moving forward with 

expanded facilities and a staff of three full-

time trainers led by head trainer Roger Olean, 

MEd/ATC, with assistant trainers Paul Grayner, 

MEd/ATC, and Matt Koscs, MS/ATC. They 

work with team physicians Louis Rizio, MD, 

and Rutvik (Rudy) Patel, DO. 

Roger Olean 

Olean, an intercollegiate athletic trainer since 

1992, returned to NJIT in the summer of 2008 

after having filled the same position from 

2000 to 2005. He earned his bachelor's 

degree from Slippery Rock (PA) University and 

his master's degree from Springfield (MA) 

College and has served on the training staffs 

at four colleges (NJIT, Hood, Springfield, and 

SUNY Cobleskill) and three high schools. 

Matt Koscs, who earned both his bachelor's 

and master's degrees from the University of 

Delaware, came to NJIT in July 2008. As an 

undergrad, he was recipient of the Paris 

Matt Koscs 

Delligatti Memorial Award for Excellence in 

Athletic Training. 

Prior to NJIT, he served three years as head 

trainer at Hodgson Vocational Technical High 

School in Newark, DE. He also worked with 

soccer clubs in Delaware and was employed at 

Christiana Care Physical Therapy Plus, in 

Newark, DE. 

Paul Grayner, who holds a bachelor's degree 

from Saint Leo College in Florida and a mas-

ter's from American University in Washington, 

DC, has a diverse background in athletic train-

ing, having served at the college and profes-

sional levels, as well as in a fitness center set-

ting. He joined the NJIT staff late in 2008. 

From the mid-1970s to the mid-1980s, he was 

a trainer in the minor league systems of the 

New York Yankees and New York Mets and in 

1984 he was assistant trainer with the Mets. 

He later worked with the Long Island Knights 

professional basketball team. 

At the collegiate level, he was head trainer at 

ATHLETICS 
SENIOR STAFF 

ALEXIS SCHUG 
Assoc. Director of Athletics/SWA 

(973) 596-8452 
schug@njit.edu  

JOE CAIOLA 
Asst. Director of Athletics/Business Sr Facilities 

(973) 642-7224 
caiola@adm.njitedu 

TIM CAMP 
Asst. Director of Athletics/Sports Information 

(973) 596-8461 
timothy.camp@njit.edu  

RISA OTT 
Asst. Director of Athletics/Compliance 

(973) 596-3181 
rott@njit.edu  



Paul Grayner 

Fairleigh Dickinson University in Teaneck, NJ 

from 1989 to 1998 and earlier worked as an 

assistant trainer at Hofstra, Adelphi and FDU. 

Dr. Rizio is a board certified orthopedic sur-

geon and is fellowship trained in the field of 

sports medicine. He is a graduate of Rutgers 

and after earning his medical degree from the 

UMDNJ/New Jersey Medical School, Dr. Rizio 

completed his orthopedic residency at Tufts 

University in Boston. 

He then completed a sports medicine fellow-

ship at the University of Miami and was assis-

tant team physician of the Hurricanes, as well 

as the Miami Dolphins, the Miami Hurricanes. 

Dr. Rizio practices at the New Jersey Sports 

Medicine Institute. Prior to starting his own 

practice, Dr Rizio was the Chief of Sports 

Medicine at the NJ Medical School from 

2000-2005. 

Dr. Patel practices in association with Dr. Rizio. 

A cum laude graduate of NYIT, Dr. Patel 

earned his DO from the New York College of 

Osteopathic Medicine. He was chief resident 

in Family Medicine at the Robert Wood 

Johnson Medical School in New Brunswick, 

NJ, from 2003 to 2006. 

Strength and 
Conditioning 
A formal strength and conditioning program is 

a key part of a Division I program, with an eye 

toward maximizing individual and team per-

formance in competition. The strength and 

conditioning coach also works closely with the 

Dan Huff 

Athletic Training Staff in the areas of injury pre-

vention and injury rehabilitation. 

The 2008-09 season brought another dimen-

sion to NJIT athletics with the hiring of Dan 

Huff, CSCS, as the Highlanders' first full-time 

strength and conditioning. coach. In addition 

to the hiring of a full-time coach to coordinate 

the strength and conditioning, NJIT renovated 

the weight rooms and purchased new equip-

ment, with the area dedicated to use by the 

Highlander teams. 

Huff previously served five years as strength 

and conditioning coordinator at Fairleigh 

Dickinson University in Teaneck, NJ, from 2003 

to 2008, working with an 18-sport NCAA 

Division I program. 

Huff was Sports Performance Director for 

Velocity Sports Performance in Wall, NJ, imme-

diately before accepting his position at NJIT. He 

is a graduate of William Paterson University of 

New Jersey. He holds numerous certifications. 

Academic 
Enrichment 
NJIT's Center for Academic and Professional 

Enrichment (CAPE) added a new component 

with the 2007 hiring of Erika Rigby McCourt as 

Associate Director of CAPE in a position that 

was created for the specific purpose of serving 

the needs of NJIT's student-athletes. 

She focuses on five key areas: academic sup-

port, career development, personal develop-

ment, leadership and community service 

including the Student-Athlete Advisory 

Committee and CHAMPS Life Skills for NJIT's 

nearly 300 student-athletes. 

In 2008-09, Tim Wuorinen moved over to 

CAPE as eligibility certification officer/aca-

demic advisor, after having spent the previous 

five-plus years working in the NJIT 

Department of Athletics as assistant athletic 

director and coordinator for compliance and 

student-athlete services. 

Erika Rigby McCourt came to NJIT from Seton 

Hall University, where she was Associate 

Director of Academic Support Services for ath-

letics from 2004 until she left for NJIT. At Seton 

Hall, she worked directly with four teams, 

including men's basketball. 

She is with her fourth Division I program in a 

career that began in 1997 at Northern 

Arizona, where she directed the Academic 

Enrichment Program. She later returned 

home to New Jersey, serving as 

Academic/Athletic Coordinator at Saint 

Peter's College from 1999 to 2004. 

Erika Rigby McCourt 

Rigby McCourt graduated from Providence 

College, where she was a Big East Conference 

all-academic runner. She earned master's 

degrees from Northern Arizona and from 

Saint Peter's and is pursuing her doctorate at 

Seton Hall. 

A member of the National Association of 

Academic Advisors for Athletes, she is on the 

NCAA Initial Eligibility Waiver Committee. 

Erika married Robert McCourt, the head men's 

soccer coach at Monmouth University, in May 

2008 and they reside in Oakhurst, NJ. 

Tim Wuorinen was a compliance fellow with 

the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference and 

worked in the athletic offices of four colleges, 

including Western New England College, his 

undergraduate alma mater. In addition to his 

bachelor's degree from Western New England, 

he earned a master's degree from NJIT. 

Tim and his wife, Tara, who is the 

academic/athletic coordinator at Saint Peter's 

College, reside in Aberdeen, NJ. 

NJIT's Center for Academic and Professional 

Enrichment, headed by Dr. Marybeth Boger, is 

a resource available to all students within NJIT's 

Student Services Division. The CAPE provides 

academic support services and activities to 

enhance students' academic and professional 

development and it works with academic and 

administrative departments to help students 

develop the necessary analytical and problem-

solving skills to become independent learners. 

CAPE provides tutoring, student success work-

shops and testing accommodations. 

Tim Wuorinen 



New Jersey Institute of Technology athletics is 

on the move to the top level of college 

athletics—NCAA Division I. 

The reclassification is nearly complete, as NJIT 

closes in on active championship-eligible 

Division I status, which is slated to arrive for all 

programs in 2009-10. 

Formerly a member of Division II, NJIT got the 

go-ahead to begin the reclassification process, 

which began with an exploratory year in 

2005-06. All of the programs that previously 

competed in Division II then moved up to face 

Division I competition effective in 2006-07. 

Two sports—men's soccer and women's soc-

cer—paved the way on a faster NCAA track 

that allows lower division schools to elevate 

one sport in each gender to Division I in a 

process that takes two years to complete. 

NJIT men's soccer became a full member of 

NCAA Division I at the start of the 2005 sea-

son, when the Highlanders arrived at champi-

onship eligibility. The men's journey to the 

top level began in 2003. NJIT women's soccer 

began a similar two-year process in 2005, 

with full Division I status and championship 

eligibility arriving with the 2007 season. 

The larger process of advancing the entire 

program to Division I takes longer and 

includes application, a detailed strategic plan 

and in-depth annual review of the institution's 

progress in moving toward its goal of comply-

ing with NCAA Division I rules and building a 

strong, broad-based athletics program. 

NJIT's move to Division I progressed quickly 

after the November 2002 discussions among 

President Robert A. Altenkirch, Vice President 

Joel Bloom and Athletics Director Lenny Kaplan. 

From there came a proposal from Dr. 

Altenkirch to the Board of Trustees, which 

unanimously approved in February 2003 a 

plan to reclassify men's soccer to Division I. 

Little more than two years later, the NCAA 

approved NJIT's proposal to advance its entire 

program to Division I . 

Along the way, scholarship and operating budg-

ets have been enhanced, with expanded coach-

ing staffs, increased scholarship dollars and 

upgraded facilities for competition and practice. 

Upgrading athletics has been a priority for Dr. 

Altenkirch since he was selected as the sev-

enth President of NJIT in May 2002. 

"As NJIT continues to grow academically, and 

as a residential university, strengthening the 

athletics program through the transition to 

Division I will allow us to align the university 

athletically with our academic peers," said 

Altenkirch. "It will also enable us to recruit the 

best and brightest student-athletes, improve 

athletics facilities available to the entire NJIT 

community, gain regional and national visibil-

ity, and build strong linkages with students 

that will carry over to their days as alumni." 

Moving to Division I has allowed NJIT student-

athletes to test themselves in competition 

against their peers from all over the country, 

including competition against teams from the 

nation's best conferences. 

Along the way, two NJIT opponents (Maryland 

men's soccer in 2005 and Penn State men's 

volleyball in 2008) have faced the Highlanders 

in the regular season and then gone on to win 

their respective national championship. 

Men's Volleyball Senior Day vs. Princeton - April 2, 2008 



Ryan McNeil 
Head Coach 

Ryan McNeil, who came to NJIT in August 

2004, is leading a resurgence of the universi-

ty's two volleyball teams. 

Originally hired as head coach of the men's 

team and assistant coach of the women's 

team, he served as interim head coach of the 

women's team in 2005 and became perma-

nent head coach for the 2006 season. He has 

been the men's head coach since 2005. And 

he has made a positive mark on both teams. 

On the men's side, taking over a team that 

last had a winning record in 2000, he guided 

his first squad to a .500 overall record in 2005 

and followed that up with Eastern 

Intercollegiate Volleyball Association playoff 

appearances in 2006, 2007, and 2008. 

Included in the resurgence was the champi-

onship of the EIVA Hay Division with a 9-1 

division record in 2007 and then a run to the 

semifinal round of the 2008 EIVA playoffs. 

In 2006, the Highlander men made the EIVA 

playoffs for the first time since 2000. In 2007, 

NJIT posted a 19-10 record, compiling the 

program's best wins total since it was 20-13 in 

1995. The 2008 campaign saw the 

Highlanders win two games in the EIVA play-

offs before finally losing their semifinal match 

in five close sets against George Mason, which 

was ranked 11th in the nation. 

The first-place Hay Division finish in 2007 

earned the Highlanders promotion to the 

EIVA's higher power-rated division, the Tait, 

where NJIT competed for the first time since 

2002. 

On the women's side, McNeil assisted on a 

2004 team that made a double-digit jump in 

wins from the previous season and then 

became interim head coach in 2005 and per-

manent head coach in 2006. 

In 2006, he led NJIT into its first season of 

Division I competition. Despite facing Division 

I competition with only two starters returning 

from the previous year, the Highlanders won 

10 matches, surpassing the team's nine wins 

in its last season at the Division II level. 

In 2007, the Highlander women took another 

step, logging 13 wins—three more than in 

2006—and NJIT won five of its last seven 

2007 regular season matches. The 2008 

Highlander women took yet another step, 

posting a winning record at 18-16 in just their 

third season of Division I competition. The 18 

wins in 2008 were the most for NJIT women's 

volleyball since the 1990 squad won 23 

matches competing at the Division III level. 

Championship-level volleyball is nothing new 

to McNeil, who was a standout player in both 

Canada and the United States. Later, as an 

assistant coach at Lewis University in Illinois, 

he helped coach the men's team that won the 

2003 national championship match and the 

women's team that qualified for two NCAA Tournaments 

A native of Montego Bay, Jamaica, McNeil 

resided in Ontario, Canada, for 15 years. He 

was MVP of two college teams in Canada—

Sheridan College and Ryerson University. 

Transferring south of the border to Lewis 

University in Illinois, McNeil played on the 

Flyers' 1998 national semifinalists. He turned 

to coaching at Lewis, assisting with both the 

men's and women's teams. 

In his two years as an assistant with the Lewis 

men, they qualified for the NCAA tournament 

twice, won two Midwest Intercollegiate 

Volleyball Conference crowns and captured 

the 2003 national title match. He coached 

with the Lewis women for four seasons and 

during his tenure the Flyers made the NCAA 

Tournament twice and achieved national 

ranking in 2002. 

McNeil resides in Newark. 



Jose Reynaldo 
Martins 
Assistant Coach 

With a championship background as a volley-

ball player, Jose Reynaldo (JR) Martins (pro-

nounced mar-TEENS) joined the NJIT coaching 

staff at the start of the 2006-07 academic year. 

The native of Sao Paulo, Brazil, is the assistant 

to head coach Ryan McNeil with both the 

Highlanders men's and women's teams. 

His presence has been felt from the beginning 

of his NJIT tenure, as he helped Ryan McNeil 

coach the Highlander women to a strong 

opening venture into Division I competition 

that has seen them improve their win totals in 

each of their first three seasons at the top 

level, including an 18-win season in 2008 that 

represents the most victories in a season for 

NJIT in women's volleyball since the 1990 

team, competing at the Division III level, post-

ed 23 wins. 

NJIT's men's volleyball team posted a 19-10 

overall record and won the 2007 Eastern 

Intercollegiate Volleyball Association Hay 

Division championship in Martins' first season. 

And then the 2008 Highlanders advanced to 

the EIVA playoff semifinals. 

Martins, a 2004 graduate of Lewis University 

in Romeoville is also a graduate of Pontific 

Catholic University of Campinas in his home 

country. 

He was a four-year player at Lewis, where he 

was also a team captain and played on the 

Lewis team that captured the 2003 NCAA 

national championship match. A dean's list 

student for eight semesters at Lewis, he was 

an Academic All-America in 2004. 

A veteran of the Brazilian army, he has 

coached collegiate volleyball in Brazil and 

then club volleyball in the Midwestern United 

States, before returning to Brazil, where he 

played and coached club ball. 

He resides in Newark. 

Melissa Golob 
Graduate Assistant Coach 

A 2007 graduate of the University of 

Maryland Baltimore County, Melissa Golob 

joined the NJIT coaching staff as a graduate 

assistant in time for the start of the 2008 

men's volleyball season. 

She assisted with the Highlanders men's run 

to the semifinals of the Eastern Intercollegiate 

Volleyball Association playoff semifinals, while 

also assisting with the women's team's non-

traditional season in the spring of 2008. 

Golob was also on the bench for the women's 

team's breakthrough season in 2008, as the 

Highlanders posted a winning record (18-16) 

in just their third season of Division I compe-

tition. The 18 wins were a high for the pro-

gram since 1990, when the NJIT women won 

23 matches. 

Golob, who majored in biology and minored 

in psychology at UMBC, was a Division I 

women's college volleyball player, competing 

for the Retrievers from 2003 to 2005. 

She is also a graduate of Broadneck High 

School in Annapolis, MD, where she was an 

honor roll student in addition to being cap-

tain of the volleyball team. 

She resides in Bloomfield, NJ 



Daniel Cruz 
Volunteer Assistant Coach 

Volunteer coach Daniel Cruz joined the NJIT 

volleyball coaching staff for the start of the 

2008 men's volleyball season. 

A resident of East Orange, NJ, Cruz has previ-

ous experience coaching at the community 

college level in New Jersey. He began coach-

ing as a baseball assistant at Bergen 

Community College in Paramus, NJ in 

September 2003 and added duties as 

Bergen's head women's volleyball coach in 

2004. 

He moved on to Passaic County Community 

College in Paterson, NJ, becoming head 

women's volleyball coach and head baseball 

coach in July 2005. 

A graduate of Bergen Community College 

and Coppin State College in Baltimore, MD, 

Cruz played baseball at both schools from 

1998 to 2003. He later earned his master's in 

education from Saint Peter's College in Jersey 

City, NJ, in 2006. 

He has taught in the Paterson Public Schools 

since 2005 and as an adjunct mathematics 

professor at Passaic County Community 

College since 2006 

NJIT Head Coaches' Career Records 

COACH  YEARS NO. W L PCT. 

Oleg Moiseenko* 1985-1988 (4) 74 33 .691 

Dave DeNure 1989-1998 (10) 175 126 .581 

Manny Del Rio 1999-2001 (3) 45 36 .555 

Alex Lykouriotis 2002 (1)  1 22 .043 

Michael Borga 2003-2004 (2)  8 36 .181 

Ryan McNeil 2005-present (4) 56 48 .538 

*records incomplete 1971-1984 - record listed for Moiseenko is for seasons 1985-1988 only. 

Rodrigo Correa 



Numerical 
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Year Hometown/High School (Previous School) 

3 Adam Gustafson 6-0 175 S Fr. Monee, IL/Providence Catholic 

4 Robert Thomas 6-4 203 MB Sr. Port of Spain, Trinidad/ 
 

International School of Port of Spain 

5 Amobi Armstrong 6-1 185 RS Sr. Corinth, Gross Islet, St Lucia/St. Mary's 

7 Raphael Mattos 6-4 185 OH Fr. Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil/Colegio Boa Viagem 

8 Rodrigo Correa 6-5 195 S Sr. Sao Paulo, Brazil/Colegio Objetivo 

9 Douglas Thorn 5-10 140 L Sr. Farmingdale, NJ/Colts Neck 

10 Glen De Magalhaes 5-10 165 L/OH Fr. Newark, NJ/Newark East Side 

11 Charles Bell 6-2 190 OH/RS Jr. Haleiwa, HI/Kahuku 

12 Nick Jensen 6-8 225 MB Fr. Gjellerup, Herning, Denmark / Ikast Gymnasium 

13 Ricky Duran 6-2 170 OH/OPP Fr. Monmouth Junction, NJ/South Brunswick 

14 Chuck Richmond 5-6 155 L So. Allendale, NJ/Passaic Valley 

15 Steve Sylvester 6-5 190 M So. Howell, NJ/Howell 

Alphabetical 
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. Year Hometown/High School (Previous School) 

5 Amobi Armstrong 6-1 185 RS Sr. Corinth, Gross Islet, St Lucia/St. Mary's 

11 Charles Bell 6-2 190 OH/RS Jr. Haleiwa, HI/Kahuku 

8 Rodrigo Correa 6-5 195 S Sr. Sao Paulo, Brazil/Colegio Objetivo 

10 Glen De Magalhaes 5-10 165 L/OH Fr. Newark, NJ/Newark East Side 

13 Ricky Duran 6-2 170 - OH/OPP Fr. Monmouth Junction, NJ/South Brunswick 

3 Adam Gustafson 6-0 175 S Fr. Monee, IL/Providence Catholic 

12 Nick Jensen 6-8 225  MB Fr. Gjellerup, Herning, Denmark / Ikast Gymnasium 

7 Raphael Mattos 6-4 185 OH Fr. Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil/Colegio Boa Viagem 

14 Chuck Richmond 5-6 155 L So. Allendale, NJ/Passaic Valley 

15 Steve Sylvester 6-5 190 M So. Howell, NJ/Howell 

4 Robert Thomas 6-4 203 MB Sr. Port of Spain, Trinidad/ 

International School of Port of Spain 

9 Douglas Thorn 5-10 140 L Sr. Farmingdale, NJ/Colts Neck 

Head Coach: Ryan McNeil (Lewis '01), 5th season 

Assistant Coach: JR Martins (Lewis '04) 

Graduate Assistant Coach: Melissa Golob (UMBC '06) 

Volunteer Assistant Coach: Daniel Cruz (Coppin State '03) 

Amobi Armstrong 



2009 Outlook 
From the day Ryan McNeil became NJIT 

men's coach for the 2005 season, he has set 

the bar high and 2009 is no exception. 

The first job was to get out of a rut that saw 

the Highlanders fall from the Eastern 

Intercollegiate Volleyball Association's top 

division (Tait) and manage just 14 combined 

wins in the four seasons (2001-04) that pre-

ceded McNeil's arrival. 

The 2005 Highlanders notched an 11-11 

mark and McNeil next raised the bar, aiming 

for the EIVA Hay Division crown, which would 

promote NJIT back into the Tait. 

After a slow start, NJIT finished 2006 strong, 

making the EIVA playoffs for the first time 

since 2000. However, the goal of moving up 

to the Tait had to wait, as the Highlanders fin-

ished second in the Hay Division (8-4). 

Back in the Hay for another season, NJIT fin-

ished in first place in 2007 with a 9-1 division 

record and won 19 matches overall—the 

most since the 1999 squad finished 24-5. 

Promoted to the Tait for 2008, McNeil's goal 

was to challenge Penn State and George 

Mason at the top of the EIVA. The Highlanders 

were competitive, but they were part of a 

group that trailed the two power programs 

during the regular season. 

However, NJIT, in the EIVA playoffs for the 

third straight season, won two 2008 

postseason matches. Advancing to the EIVA semis, 

NJIT lost, 3-2, to George Mason, ranked 11th 

in the nation at the time. Penn State would go 

on to win the EIVA and then the NCAA nation-

al championship. 

The bar for 2009 is the challenge of continued 

improvement within the EIVA despite the 

graduation loss of three of the top four 2008 

point-scorers. Leonardo Paludo (440 points), 

Eduardo Welter (375 points) and Greg 

Wagner (189.5 points) all graduated, leaving 

Amobi Armstrong (365.5 points; 2nd team 

all-East) as the top returnee. 

"Losing to George Mason (3-2 after a 2-0 

lead) left a bitter taste," said the coach. "We 

want to pick up where we left off. I expect the 

guys we have coming in to do as well, maybe 

better, than the guys they replace when all is 

said and done." 

Armstrong, a veteran on a young squad, has 

shown improvement in each of his previous 

seasons, capped by his 2008 all-East recogni-

tion as one of the top players in the EIVA. He 

led the outside hitters in attack percentage 

(.252) and was third in overall kills, second in 

aces and third in blocks. "There's no question 

he'll carry a heavy load," McNeil said of the 

high-flying senior. 

Senior middle Robert Thomas, too, has shown 

steady improvement and last year was second 

on the team in blocks, despite playing in just 

over half the team's sets (54 of 101), due to 

injury. He also had a .305 attack percentage 

Rodrigo Correa is back for his fourth year at 

setter, having paced the team in assists in 

each of his first three seasons, including 2008 

(10.93 apg). He'll be joined by impressive 

freshman Adam Gustafson, putting NJIT in 

good stead when it comes to starting the 

attack. 

"Our team success will be driven by Amobi 

(Armstrong) and Rod (Correa) doing well and 

bringing the team along with them," said 

McNeil. 

Another key veteran is junior Charles Bell, who 

was fifth on last year's team with 168.5 

points. Bell, who tied for the team lead with 

59 blocks, added 120 kills. Said McNeil: 

"Charles is a player with great potential, but 

he has to control it." 

Much of NJIT's resurgence began with the 

Rob Thomas 



Chuck Richmond  

addition of the Brazilian stars Paludo and 

Welter, former high school classmates who 

were Highlander stars each year of their 

career. Welter arrived in 2005 and Paludo 

arrived a year later as a transfer. 

The recruiting pipeline from Brazil remained 

open with the addition of Raphael Mattos, a 6-

foot-4 outside hitter. "He's a similar player to 

Eddie (Welter)," McNeil noted. "He comes to 

us with more of a volleyball background than 

Leo (Paludo), who spent his youth as more of 

a soccer player than a volleyball player." 

The Highlanders also got a pleasant lift when 

Glen De Magalhaes, an all-state player at East 

Side High School in Newark, decided to stay 

in his hometown and enroll at NJIT as an 

architecture major. 

"He was a great pickup for us as a walk-on," 

said the coach. "He's a New Jersey kid with 

great fundamentals and will be an asset for 

the program." 

Ricky Duran, another freshman, is from New 

Jersey, but the program's third freshman and 

tallest player comes from far outside the 

Garden State. He is 6-foot-8 Nick Jensen from 

Denmark. 

"Nick is the tallest recruit I've had," McNeil 

said. "This is just his fourth year playing volley-

ball, so he's still learning. But he's bigger and 

more physical than the middles we've had." 

The team's two sophomores, libero Chuck 

Richmond and middle Steve Sylvester, saw 

their roles grow as their rookie seasons pro-

gressed and senior Doug Thorn will practice 

with the team. 

The NJIT schedule remains strong, with most 

of the matches coming from the EIVA. The 

Highlanders will play home-and-home against 

each member of the EIVA Tait Division, includ-

ing 2008 national champion Penn State, 

which will visit the Estelle and Zoom Fleisher 

Athletic Center on Saturday, April 4. 

The Highlanders will also take on EIVA Hay 

Division teams, including neighborhood rival 

Rutgers-Newark in the first regular season 

meeting between the two schools in a num-

ber of years. NJIT will also play in Rutgers-

Newark's Golden Dome Classic in late January. 

Aside from the EIVA, the Highlanders will play 

three matches in California and then two at 

Hawai'i (#13 in the final 2008 poll) will be tel-

evised in the Aloha State. The California oppo-

nents will be Division I contenders Southern 

California (#12 in the final 2008 poll) and Cal 

State Northridge (#5 in the final 2008 poll) 

and Hope International of the NAIA. 

Charles Bell 



4 

Robert Thomas 
Senior | Middle Blocker | 6-4 | 210 
Port of Spain, Trinidad/international School 
of Port of Spain 

Senior middle has earned more and more playing time as his 
career has progressed and should have his best year as a senior. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "Rob has steadily improved as his 
understanding of the game has improved. He should be one of 
our starting middles." 

At NJIT ... 2008: Ranked second on the team with 44 total 
blocks (0.81) ...recorded a career-high six blocks against Stevens 
on Feb. 19 ... 2007: Appeared in 39 games with 42 kills (1.02 
pg) and 21 total blocks.... career-high five blocks against 
Ramapo on 2/5 ... 2006: Saw action in 10 games. 

Prior to NJIT: Played for coach Johnathan Chin Lee at 
International School of Port of Spain in his native Trinidad ... 
named team MVP in 2004 ... also MVP in basketball ... recipient 
of the Coaches Award and Captain Award senior year. 

Personal: Robert Adrian Thomas ... son of Arnold and Lauren 
Thomas ... majoring in mechanical engineering technology ... 
born 1/9/86 in Arima, Trinidad, West Indies. 

Year GP K/G Pct. A/G SA/G D/G B/G 

2006 10 0.60 .333 0.10 0.10 0.30  0.10 

2007 39 1.08 .268 0.15 0.10 0.64 0.54 

2008 54 1.24 .305 0.11 0.13 0.44 0.81 

5 

Amobi Armstrong 
Senior | Right Side | 6-1 | 185 
Corinth, Gross Islet, St. Lucia/St. Mary's 

Proven all-league star who will be a key cog as one of a small group of proven 
veterans with playoff experience. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "We're looking for great things from Amobi. He will 
carry a heavy load." 

At NJIT ... 2008: EIVA All-East second team ... reached double-figures in kills in 
19 out of 27 matches, posting a season-high 18 kills on three different occa-
sions.... 311 kills on 694 total attacks for a .252 hitting percentage ... 2007: 
Key player in helping NJIT win the EIVA Hay Division and post its most overall 
wins (19) since the 1999 team was 24-5 ... ranked 2nd on the team with 333 
kills (3.40 pg) while tying for second in service aces (19) ... notched a career-
high 20 kills in the first match vs. NYU ... 2006: Played in 76 games ... 3rd on 
the team with 197 kills (2.59 pg) ... 19 kills vs. New Haven (March 22). 

Prior to NJIT: Two-time junior Player of the Year in St. Lucia (2003 and 2004). 
... St. Lucia national team in 2005.... Inter-Secondary School Best Attacker 
(2001). ... St. Mary's Player of the Year (2001).... Played for coach Terry 
Verdant on Le Club team. 

Personal: Amobi Roger Armstrong.... son of Joan Armstrong.... management 
major enrolled in NJIT's Albert Dorman Honors College.... born 10/12/84 in Guyana. 

Year GP K/G Pct. A/G SA/G D/G B/G 

2006 76 2.59 .146 0.16 0.18 1.21 0.55 

2007 98 3.40 .264 0.08 0.19 1.60 0.27 

2008 98 3.17 .252 0.12 0.30 1.42 0.44 

8 

Rodrigo Correa 
Senior | Setter | 6-5 | 195 
Sao Paulo, Brazil/Colegio Objetivo 

Another one of the crucial veterans, both for the position he plays and for his 
experience, as he enters his fourth season as the team's primary setter. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "He's very sound technically as a setter and as a 
senior we expect him to take up a leadership role." 

At NJIT ... 2008: EIVA all-Academic team.... led the Highlanders with 929 
assists while passing for 56 assists on two different occasions - February 22 at 
Saint Francis (PA) and March 21 at Pacific.... He ranked 18th nationally averag-
ing 10.93 assists per game and was ninth in the EIVA ... 2007: EIVA all-Academic 
... career-high 65 assists in a 3-2 victory over East Stroudsburg on March 6.... 
led with team with 1,051 assists (11.65 pg; ranked 20th nationally) producing 
double-figure totals in every game but one and added 38 total blocks ... 2006: 
Played in 84 games ... 970 assists (11.55 pg) and 4th on the team with 106 digs 
... 61 assists against Lewis (Jan. 20). 

Prior to NJIT: Played club volleyball for coach Silvio Forti on the Esporte Clube 
Pinheiros in Sao Paulo, Brazil.... chose to come to the US and attend NJIT over 
playing on Brazil's Junior National team.... also played basketball. 

Personal: Rodrigo Sampaio Correa ... son of Ricardo Sampaio Correa Filho and 
Cynthia Eugenio Sampaio Correa ... business/finance management major enrolled 
in NJIT's Albert Dorman Honors College ... born 10/11/87 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Year GP K/G Pct. A/G SA/G D/G B/G 

2006 84 0.57 .382 11.55 0.14 1.26 0.42 

2007 91 0.23 .157 11.55 0.14 0.97 0.37 

2008 85 0.19 .244 10.93 0.14 1.24 0.44 

9 

Douglas Thorn 
Senior | Libero | 5-10 | 142 
Farmingdale, NJ/Colts Neck High School 

Coach McNeil's comment: "Doug is a hard worker who is an 
asset to the team in whatever role he fills." 

Slated to practice with the team, but will not compete in 2009 
matches. 

At NJIT ... 2006: Saw action in 10 games as a freshman. 

Prior to NJIT: Captain of the volleyball team senior year ... team 
MVP in 2005 ... played club volleyball for the Warren Sixpacks for 
coach Fred Siegle.... member of the westling and soccer team. 

Personal: Douglas E. Thorn II ... son of Douglas and Donna 
Thorn ... majoring in electrical engineering ... born 7/25/87 in 
Red Bank, NJ 

Year GP K/G Pct. A/G SA/G D/G B/G 

2006 2006 0.00 .000 0.00 0.00 1.20 0.00 



11 

Charles Bell 
Junior | Outside Hitter | 6-2 | 190 
Haleiwa, HI/Kahuku High School 

Talented hitter who has played a supporting role his first two seasons, 
but now figures to step into the spotlight. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "Charles is explosive, with tremendous ath-
letic ability. He has great potential, but he has to control it." 

At NJIT... 2008: tied for first on the team with 59 total blocks (0.78pg). 
... he notched a career-high six total blocks against SUNY New Paltz on 
March 26 ... 2007: 4th on the team with 179 kills (2.13 pg) and tied 
for 4th with 38 total blocks.... recorded eight double figure kills nights 
with a career-high 16 kills against Lees McRae on April 13. 

Prior to NJIT: Four time Junior Olympics all-tournament team.... 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin first-team all-state at Kahuku HS, where he was 
coached by Howard Kaululaau.... Oahu Interscholastic Association first-
team. ... high school senior Athlete of the Year ... played for coaches 
Luis Ramirez and John Hermosa on the ASICS Rainbows Volleyball Club 
team. 

Personal: Charles William Bell III ... son of Teresita A. Bell.... majoring 
in civil engineering ... born 5/7/88 in Tammuning, Guam. 

Year GP K/G Pct. A/G SA/G D/G B/G 

2007 84 2.13 .153 0.06 0.12 1.21 0.45 
2008 76 1.58 .230 0.09 0.16 0.51 0.78 

14 

Chuck Richmond 
Sophomore | Libero | 5-6 |  155 
Allendale, NJ/Passaic Valley High School 

Saw spot action as a freshman, but could step into the libero 
spot vacated by the graduation of veteran libero Christianssen 
Siddayao. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "Chuck has improved since last year. 
He needs to be more consistent with his passing, but he has a 
chance to win a spot in the starting line." 

At NJIT.... 2008: Walk-on who joined the team for the first time 
and appeared in 53 games. 

Prior to NJIT: First team all-Passaic County for coach Deeney at 
Passaic Valley HS. 

Personal: Charles Thomas Richmond ... son of Michael 
Richmond and Ramona Thukral ... civil engineering major ... 
born 2/17/88. 

Year GP K/G Pct. A/G SA/G D/G B/G 
2008 53 0.02 1.000 0.02 0.00 0.08 0.00 

15 

Steve Sylvester 
Sophomore | Middle | 6-5 | 195 
Howell, NJ/Howell High School 

Already a likely part of the rotation, he is expected to take on 
added responsibility as his career progresses and he gains experi-
ence. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "Steve adds calm to the team. Not 
much upsets him. That will help in pressure situations." 

At NJIT ...2008: Saw action in 16 games in his first season at 
NJIT. 

Prior to NJIT: Member of the first varsity boys volleyball team at 
Howell High ... Howell won the Shore Conference North A 
championship in 2007 and Sylvester was a third-team all-area 
honoree in the Asbury Park Press playing for coach Jim Huebner. 

Personal: Steve M. Sylvester. ... son of Arleen and Michael 
Sylvester. ... electrical engineering major ... born 2/21/89. 

Year GP K/G Pct. A/G SA/G D/G B/G 
2008 16 0.56 .036 0.00 0.06 0.62 0.38 
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Adam Gustafson 
Freshman | Setter | 6-1 | 176 
Monee, IL/Providence Catholic High School 

Newcomer at setter who is expected to contribute from the 
beginning of his college career. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "He's a great pickup for us. He's very 
intense and he's always trying to improve. He will give Rod 
(Correa) a run for his money (at setter)." 

Prior to NJIT: all-conference and all-area first team at Providence 
Catholic HS in New Lenox, IL playing for coach Cindy Olczyk 
Providence Catholic was 34-1 in his senior season ... played for 
the Ultimate volleyball club coached by Keith Kujama.... mem-
ber of the high school soccer team. 

Personal: Jonathan Adam Gustafson.... son of Larry and Danielle 
Gustafson.... biomedical engineering major ... born 3/13/90 in 
Olympia Fields, IL. 
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Raphael Mattos 
Freshman | Outside Hitter | 6-4 | 186 
Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil/Colegio Boa Viagem 

Coach Ryan McNeil compares Mattos' game to that of 2008 
graduate, four-year star and fellow Brazilian Eduardo Welter. 
Mattos is expected to step in as the starting outside hitter. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "He will be one of our go-to players 
from the beginning and with the experience he already has, he 
will help us to maintain the level we've achieved." 

Prior to NJIT: Played volleyball for coach Murilo Amazonas at 
Colegio Boa Viagem in Brazil. 

Personal: Raphael D. Mattos.... son of Sylvio Brummond and 
Luciana Mattos.... business major.... born 7/3/89 in Brasilia. 

13 

Glen DeMagalhaes 
Freshman | Outside Hitter/Libero | 5-10 | 165 
Newark, NJ/Newark East Side High School 

Hometown product is a valuable addition to the NJIT squad. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "His passing is very solid and he has 
great fundamentals. He's a great pickup for us as a walk-on as a 
New Jersey kid." 

Prior to NJIT: all-Essex County, all-wtate and all-conference first-
team in his senior season at Newark East Side HS for head coach 
Kevin Jardin.... played for Fred Siegal on the Warren Six-Pack 
club team. 

Personal: Glendon De Magalhaes.... son of Jonathan and 
Marlene De Maglhaes ... architecture major.... born 10/13/89 in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

15 

Nick Jensen 
reshman | Middle | 6-8 | 225 
;jellerup, Heming, Denmark/Ikast Gymnasium 

The program's first recruit from Denmark, Jensen adds a strong 
physical presence in the middle for the Highlanders. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "Nick is the tallest recruit I've had. 
This is only his fourth year playing, so he's still learning. But he's 
bigger and more physical than the middles we've had before." 

Prior to NJIT: Member of the junior national team of Denmark. 
... two-time all-star with the Danish champions junior club team. 

Personal: Nick Rydal Jensen ... son of Hanne and Rydal Jensen ... 
major is undecided ... born 1/11/89 in Koge, Denmark. 

13 

Ricky Duran 
Freshman | Outside Hitter | 6-2 | 170 
Monmouth Junction, NJ/South Brunswick High School 

New Jersey product will add depth to the NJIT squad as he gains 
experience playing top-level college volleyball. 

Coach McNeil's comment: "Ricky is a natural jumper who is still 
adjusting to the college level. He'll be a significant part of our 
success by pushing himself and others in practice and earning 
playing time." 

Prior to NJIT: all-state third team, all-Middlesex County second 
team.... Newcomer of the Year recognition (2004).... all-time 
leader at South Brunswick HS in kills and ranks second in blocks 
for head coach Stephen Dentler. .... club volleyball team is the 
Powerzone.... member of the football and basketball teams. 

Personal: Ricky Duran.... son of Martha Duran. ...business major. 
... born 4/13/90 in San Cristobal, Venezuela. 



All matches 

RECORD: OVERALL HOME AWAY NEUTRAL 
ALL GAMES 13-14 9-3 4-10 0-1 
CONFERENCE 4-8 3-3 1-5 0-0 
NON-CONFERENCE 9-6 6-0  3-5 0-1 

Attack Set Serve Dig Blocking 
## Player sp k k/s e to pct a a/s sa se sa/s re dig dig/s bs ba total blk/s bet bhe points 
6 Paludo, Leonardo 97 368 3.79 197 842 .203 24 0.25 48 105 0.49 18 142 1.46 9 30 39 0.40 4 3 440.0 
7 Welter, Eduardo 94 329 3.50 177 756 .201 32 0.34 27 59 0.29 27 163 1.73 8 22 30 0.32 6 0 375.0 
5 Armstrong, Amobi 98 311 3.17 136 694 .252 12 0.12 29 86 0.30 9 139 1,42 8 35 43 0.44 9 1 365,5 
12 Wagner, Greg 90 146 1,62 46 308 .325 15 0.17 11 36 0.12 3 53 0,59 6 53 59 0.66 5 1 189.5 
11 Bell, Charles 76 120 1.58 58 270 .230 7 0.09 12 52 0.16 0 39 0.51 14 45 59 0.78 13 0 168.5 
4 Thomas, Robert 54 67 1.24 24 141 .305 6 0.11 7 27 0.13 0 24 0.44 9 35 44 0.81 5 0 100.5 
8 Correa, Rodrigo 85 16 0.19 6 41 .244 929 10.93 12 39 0.14 1 105 1.24 3 34 37 0.44 2 15 48.0 
3 Nonnenmann, Mike 42 13 0.31 6 26 .269 274 6.52 14 12 0.33 0 23 0.55 1 5 6 0.14 1 4 30.5 
9 McHugh, Scott 15 18 1.20 14 60 .067 3 0.20 1 4 0.07 4 21 1.40 0 2 2 0.13 1 0 20.0 
15 Sylvester, Steve 16 9 0.56 8 28 .036 0 0.00 1 4 0.06 0 10 0.62 0 6 6 0.38 0 0 13.0 
1 Paslawsky, Daniel 2 3 1.50 5 10 -.200 0 0.00 0 2 0.00 0 4 2,00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0 3.0 
13 Rodgers, Aaron 1 1 1.00 0 3 .333 1 1.00 1 1 1.00 1 1 1.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0 2.0 
14 Richmond, Chuck 53 1 0.02 0 1 1.000 1 0.02 0 6 0.00 1 4 0.08 0 0 0 0.00 0 0 1.0 
2 Sasso, Matthew 1 0 0.00 0 0 .000 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.0 
10 Siddayao, Chris 99 0 0.00 0 0 .000 15 0.15 0 0 0.00 30 214 2.16 0 0 0 0.00 0 3 0.0 

TEAM 19 
NJIT 101 1402 13.88 677 3180 .228 1319 13.06 163 433 1.61 113 942 9.33 58 267 191.5 1.90 46 27 1756.5 
Opponents 101 1351 13.38 584 3041 .252 1267 12.54 113 446 1.12 163 899 8.90 43 428 257,0 2.54 67 27 1721.0 

Team Statistics NJITMVB OPP 
ATTACK 
Kills 1402 1351 
Errors 677 584 
Total Attacks 3180 3041 
Attack Pct .228 .252 
Kills/Set 11.0 10.6 

SET 
Assists 1319 1267 
Assists/Set 10.3 9.9 

SERVE 
Aces 163 113 
Errors 433 446 
Attempts 2583 2565 
Serve Pct .832 .826 
Aces/Set 1.3 0.9 

SERVE RECEPTIONS 
Errors 113 163 
Errors/Set 0.9 1.3 
Attempts 2111 2153 
Reception Pct .946 .924 

DEFENSE 
Digs 942 899 
Digs/Set 7.4 7.0 

BLOCKING 
Block Solo 58 43 
Block Assist 267 428 
Total Blocks 191.5 257.0 
Blocks Per Game 1.5 2.0 
Block Errors 46 67 

Ball handling errors 27 27 
ATTENDANCE 

Total 3841 3229 
Dates/Avg Per Date 12/320 14/231 
Neutral site #/Avg 1/0 
Current win streak 0 - 
Home win streak 2 - 

Date Opponent Score Score by set Att. 
Jan 23 SACRED HEART W 3-0 30-21,30-19,30-25 305 
Jan 26   at Ball State L 1-3 17-30,24-30,30-26,22-30 633 
Jan 30 at Rutgers-Newark W 3-2 32-30,28-30,30-24,23-30,15-12 180 

*Feb 02 PENN STATE L 0-3 27-30,23-30,25-30 1009 
*Feb 05 at ESU W 3-0 30-22,30-23,30-23 115 
Feb 09 LEES-MCRAE COLLEGE W 3-0 30-18,30-17,31-29 60 
Feb 13 at Ramapo College of NJ W 3-0 30-24,30-24,30-27 150 

*Feb 16 GEORGE MASON L 0-3 31-33,22-30,28-30 497 
Feb 19 STEVENS W 3-0 30-24,30-24,30-19 205 

*Feb 22 at SAINT FRANCIS L 2-3 30-28,24-30,24-30,32-30,12-15 193 
*Feb 23 at Juniata College L 2-3 22-30,30-19,30-28,28-30,8-15 200 
*Feb 27 EAST STROUDSBURG W 3-0 30-24,30-24,35-33 350 
*Mar 01 at Penn State L 0-3 20-30,24-30,22-30 317 
*Mar 05 at Princeton L 1-3 22-30,30-26,27-30,22-30 75 
*Mar 08 SAINT FRANCIS (PA) W 3-0 31-29,30-14,30-25 0 
Mar 10 NYU W 3-1 36-34,24-30,30-22,30-17 215 
Mar 14 at Loyola L 1-3 20-30,30-28,28-30,27-30 277 
Mar 15 at LEWIS L 2-3 23-30,30-26,27-30,30-28,9-15 350 
Mar 21 at Pacific Tigers L 1-3 24-30,33-31,23-30,31-33 143 
Mar 22 at Pacific Tigers L 0-3 24-30,25-30,19-30 112 
Mar 26 SONY NEW PALTZ W 3-0 30-18,30-27,30-22 300 

*Mar 29 JUNIATA L 1-3 23-30,30-21,29-31,25-30 300 
*Apr 02 PRINCETON W 3-2 30-28,31-29,21-30,27-30,15-13 0 
*Apr 12 at George Mason L 0-3 26-30,27-30,25-30 249 
Apr 16 SPRINGFIELD W 3-0 30-19,30-23,30-15 600 
Apr 19 at Princeton W 3-2 23-30,24-30,30-20,30-28,15-9 235 
Apr 24 vs George Mason L 2-3 30-21,30-25,26-30,20-30,13-15 0 

Record in 3-set matches: 9-5 
Record in 4-set matches: 1-5 
Record in 5-set matches: 3-4 



CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
NORTHRIDGE 
March 17, 7 pm (PT), at Northridge, CA 

General Information 
Location: Northridge, CA 
Founded: 1958 
Enrollment: 34,560 
Nickname/colors: Matadors/Red, 
White and Black 
Facility: The Matadome (1,600) 

Conference: Mountain Pacific Sport 
Federation (MPSF) 

President: Dr. Jolene Koester 
Director of Athletics: Rick Mazzuto 

Sports Information  
Volleyball Contact: Matt Monroe 
Office Phone: 818-677-3247 
Email: matthew.c.monroe@csun.edu  

Men's Volleyball 
Head Coach: Jeff Campbell 
(Cal State Northridge '92) 
Career record (years): 166-150/11 
(all at Cal State Northridge) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
23-7/17-5 (3rd) 
Final national poll ranking: 5 (Division I-II) 

EAST STROUDSBURG UNIVERSITY 
January 23, 7 pm, F/eisher Ath/etic Center 
January 31, 5 pm, Go/den Dome C/assic 
(Rutgers-Newark) 
March 31, 7 pm, at East Stroudsburg, PA 

General Information  
Location: East Stroudsburg, PA 
Founded: 1893 
Enrollment: 6,900 
Nickname/Colors: Warriors/Red and Black 
Facility: Koehler Field House 

Conference: EIVA (Tait Division) 

President: Dr. Robert J. Dillman 
Athletic Director: Dr. Tom Gioglio 

Sports Information  
Volleyball Contact: Greg Knowlden 
Office Telephone: (570) 422-3312 
Email: gknowlden@po-box.esu.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): Dustin Wood 
(ESU, 2003) 
Career Record/Years: 28-37/4 (all at ESU) 

2008 Overall/Conference (finish): 
2-17/0-12 (7th Tait Division) 

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 
February 21, 4 pm, F/eisher Ath/etic Center 
Apri/ 18, 4 pm, at Fairfax, VA 

General Information 
Location: Fairfax, VA 
Founded: 1957 (University Status 1972) 
Enrollment: 29,889 
Nickname/Colors: Patriots/Green and Gold 
Facility: John Linn Memorial Gym 

Conference: EIVA (Tait Division) 

President: Dr. Alan G. Merten 
Athletic Director: Tom O'Connor 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Jason Risley 
Office Phone: (703) 993-3246 
Email: jrisley@gmu.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): Fred Chao 
(George Mason, 1994) 
Career Record/Years: 150-107/10 
(all at George Mason) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
20-8/9-3 (2nd Tait Division) 
Final national poll ranking: 11 (Division I-II) 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
March 7, 4 pm, at Cambridge, MA 

General Information 
Location: Cambridge, MA 
Founded: 1636 
Enrollment: 6,704 
Nickname/Colors: Crimson/Crimson 
and Black 
Facility: Malkin Athletic Center 

Conference: EIVA (Hay Division) 

President: Interim-Derek C. Bok 
Athletic Director: Robert L. Scalise 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Casey Hart 
Office Phone: (617)-495-2206 
Email: chart@fas.harvard.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): Brian Baise 
(Princeton '95) 
Career Record/Years: First season 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
9-10/6-4 (3rd Hay) 

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'I 
March 20, 7 pm (HT), at Hono/u/u, HI 
March 21, 7 pm (HT), at Hono/u/u, HI 

General Information 
Location: Honolulu, HI 
Founded: 1907 
Enrollment: 19,969 
Nickname/Colors: Warriors/Green, Black, 
Silver and White 
Facility: Stan Sheriff Center (10,300) 

Conference: Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation 

President: David McClain 
Athletic Director: Jim Donovan 

Sports Information  
Volleyball Contact: Derek Inouchi 
Office Telephone: (808) 956-7523 
Email: inouchi@hawaii.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): Mike Wilton 
(BYU-Hawai'i '72) 
Career Record/Years: 345-161/19 
Record at School/Years: 307-149/16 
(at Hawaii) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
11-16/8-14 (9th) 
Final national poll ranking: 13 (Division I-II) 

HOPE INTERNATIONAL 
March 13, 7 pm (PT), at Fu//erton, CA 

General Information 
Location: Fullerton, CA 
Founded: 1928 
Enrollment: 650 
Nickname/Colors: Royals/Navy, White, 
and Gray 
Facility: Darling Pavilion 

Conference: Independent 

President: Dr. John Derry 
Athletic Director: Greg Pappas 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Tim Gooszen 
Office Phone: 714 879-3901 x 1650 
Email: sportsinfo@hiu.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): 
Victor Jennings-Santiago (Hawai'i) 
Career Record/Years: 5-17 (1) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 5-17 
Final national poll ranking: 9 (NAIA) 



JUNIATA COLLEGE 
February 7, 7 pm, at Huntingdon, PA 
March 28, 7pm, F/eisher Ath/etic Center 

General Information 
Location: Huntingdon, PA 
Founded: 1876 
Enrollment: 1,400 
Nickname/Colors: Eagles/Yale Blue and 
Old Gold 
Facility: Memorial Gym 

Conference: EIVA (Tait Division) 

President: Dr. Thomas R. Kepple, Jr. 
Athletic Director: Larry Bock 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Joel Cookson 
Office Phone: (814)-641-3134 
Email: cooksoj@juniata.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): Jeremy Price 
(University of Maryland, 1998) 
Career Record/Years: 27-24/2 (all at Juniata) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
10-15/6-6 (T-4th Tait Division) 
Final national poll ranking: 4 (Division Ill) 

MOUNT OLIVE 
January 30, 5 pm, Golden Dome C/assic 
(Rutgers-Newark) 

General Information 
Location: Mount Olive, NC 
Founded: 1951 
Enrollment: 4,300 
Nickname/Colors: Trojans/Forest Green 
and White 
Facility: Kornegay Arena 

Conference: Independent 

President: Dr. J. William Byrd 
Athletic Director: Jeff Eisen 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: David Shulimson 
Office Phone: 919-658-7802 
Email: dshulimson@moc.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Interim Head Coach (Alma Mater): 
James Goodridge (Florida State) 
Career Record/Years: First season 

2008 overall record: 15-5 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
January 27, 7 pm, at New York, NY 
March 14, 7 pm, Fleisher Ath/etic Center 

General Information 
Location: New York, NY 
Founded: 1831 
Enrollment: 40,870 
Nickname/Colors: Violets/Purple and White 
Facility: Coles Sports Center 

Conference: EIVA (Hay Division) 

President: John Sexton 
Athletic Director: Christopher Bledsoe 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Jeffrey Bernstein 
Office phone: 212-998-2031 
Email: Jeffrey.Bernstein@nyu.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (alma mater): Jose Pina 
(New York University) 
Career record/years: 200-197/16 
(all at NYU) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 23-8/8-2 
(3rd EIVA Hay) 
Final national poll ranking: 5 (Division Ill) 

PENN STATE UNIVERSITY 
February 28, 2 pm, at University Park, PA 
Apri/ 4, 5pm, F/eisher Ath/etic Center 

General Information 
Location: University Park, PA 
Founded: 1855 
Enrollment: 40,709 
Nickname/Colors: Nittany Lions/Blue 
and White 
Facility: Rec Hall (5,812) 

Conference: EIVA (Tait Division) 

President: Dr. Graham Spanier 
Director of Athletics: Tim Curley 

Sports Information  
Volleyball Contact: Jen Armson-Dyer 
Office Phone: 814-867-8561 
Email: jma19@psu.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (alma mater, year): Mark Pavlik 
(Penn State, '82) 
Career record/years: 339-101/14 
(all at Penn State) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
30-1/11-1(1st) 
Final national poll ranking: 1(Division I-II); 
NCAA national champion 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
February 17, 7 pm, F/eisher Ath/etic Center 
Apri/ 7, 7 pm, at Princeton, NJ 

General Information 
Location: Princeton, NJ 
Founded: 1746 
Enrollment: 4,600 
Nickname/Colors: Tigers/Orange and Black 
Facility: Dillon Gym 

Conference: EIVA (Tait Division) 

President: Shirley Tilghman 
Athletic Director: Gary Walters 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Craig Sachson 
Office Phone: (609)-258-3680 
Email: sachson@princeton.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): Glenn Nelson 
(Orange Coast, 1979) 
Career Record/Years: 174-151/17 
(all at Princeton) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
11-10/6-6 (T-4th Tait Division) 

RUTGERS-NEWARK 
February 25, 7 pm, F/eisher Ath/etic Center 
March 9, 7pm, at Rutgers-Newark 

General Information 
Location: Newark, NJ 
Founded: 1946 
Enrollment: 4,900 
Nickname/Colors: Scarlet Raiders/ 
Scarlet & Black 
Facility: The Golden Dome (cap. 2,000) 

Conference: EVIA (Hay Division) 

Provost: Steven Diner 
Athletic Director: Mark Griffin 

Sports Information  
Volleyball Contact: John Stallings 
Office phone: 973 353-1466 
Email: jstallin@newark.rutgers.edu  

Men's Volleyball 
Head Coach (alma mater): Karl France 
(Bowling Green '91) 
Career record/years: 83-63/5 
(all at Rutgers-Newark) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
7-17/5-5 (5th Hay) 



SAINT FRANCIS UNIVERSITY 
February 6, 7 pm, at Saint Francis 
March 27, 7 pm, F/eisher Ath/etic Center 

General Information 
Location: Loretto, PA 
Founded: 1847 
Enrollment: 2,000 
Nickname/Colors: Red Flash/Red and White 
Facility: Degol Arena in the Maurice Stokes 
Athletic Center 

Conference: EVIA (Tait Division) 

President: Rev. Gabriel Zeis, T.O.R. 
Athletic Director: Bob Krimmel 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Bob Volkert 
Office phone: (814) 471-3128 
Email: rvolkert@francis.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (alma mater): Mike Rumbaugh 
(Butter County CC) 
Career record/years: 117-43/9 
(all at Saint Francis) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
13-15/6-6 (T-3rd) 

SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE 
February 10, 7pm, F/eisher Ath/etic Center 
Mar. 6, 7pm, at Springfie/d, MA 

General Information 
Location: Springfield, MA 
Founded: 1885 
Enrollment: 2,250 
Nickname/Colors: Pride/Maroon and White 
Facility: Blake Arena 

Conference: EIVA (Tait Division) 

President: Dr. Richard B. Flynn 
Athletic Director: Dr. Cathie Schweitzer 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Brian Magoffin 
Office Telephone: (413) 748-3341 
Email: bmagoffin@spfldcol.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): Charlie Sullivan 
(Springfield, 1991) 
Career Record/Years: 139-115/10 
(all at Springfield) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 20-7/9-1 
(1st Hay Division) 
Final national poll ranking: 1 (Division III); 
Molten Division III Men's Invitational 
Volleyball Champion 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 
March 14, 7pm (PT), at USC 

General Information 
Location: Los Angeles, CA 
Founded: 1880 
Enrollment: 33,500 
Nickname/Colors: Trojans/Cardinal and Gold 
Facility: Galen Center (10,258) 

Conference: Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation 

President: Dr. Steven Sample 
Athletic Director: Mike Garrett 

Sports Information 
Volleyball Contact: Tim Tessalone 
Office Telephone: (213) 740-8480 
Email: tessalon@usc.edu  

Men's Volleyball  
Head Coach (Alma Mater): Bill Ferguson 
Career Record/Years: 25-32/2 (all at USC) 

2008 overall/conference (finish): 
13-16/10-12 (8th) 
Final national poll ranking: 12 (Division I-II) 

Steve Sylvester 



Year Overall League* Div./Finish Postseason Head Coach Captains MVP 

1971 Michael Wiercinski 
1972 Michael Wiercinski 
1973 ECVL playoffs Lee McQuillin 
1974 ECVL playoffs Lee McQuillin 
1975 ECVL playoffs Lee McQuillin 
1976 ECVL playoffs  Manny Martinez 
1977 ECVL playoffs Yves Etienne 
1978 ECVL playoffs Yves Etienne 
1979 ECVL playoffs Yves Etienne 
1980 ECVL playoffs Ray Elsman 
1981 ECVL playoffs Paul Aloia 
1982 ECVL playoffs Jack Van Vladricken 
1983 ECVL playoffs Joe Pniewski 
1984 ECVL playoffs Danny Siryj 
1985 12-5 ECVL playoffs Oleg Moiseenko Joe Pniewski Joe Pniewski 
1986 12-7 East/2nd --- Oleg Moiseenko Myron Petruch Ted Laarkamp 

1987 23-11 Atlantic/1st EIVA quarters; No. 20 in nation Oleg Moiseenko Ted Laarkamp, Tom Rogers Ted Laarkamp 
1988 27-10 Atlantic/1st EIVA quarters Oleg Moiseenko Jim Livolsi, Walt Szynalski Rudy Romulus 
1989 11-18 7-3 East/2nd EIVA quarters Dave DeNure Mike Bensh, Rudy Romulus, Mike Bensh 

Dave Trent 

1990 20-16 6-2 East/2nd EIVA quarters Dave DeNure Mike Bensh Rudy Romulus 
1991 24-14 East/2nd EIVA quarters; EIVA D III champs Dave DeNure Rudy Romulus 
1992 19-16 East/2nd EIVA D III semis, IAC champs Dave DeNure Eric Wenstrom Eric Wenstrom 

1993 20-10 EIVA quarters, EIVA D III Dave DeNure Eric Wenstrom 

runner-up, IAC champs 

1994 19-10 EIVA quarters, IAC champs Dave DeNure Brian Driesse Tarik Rodgers 
1995 20-13 EIVA D III runner-up, IAC champs Dave DeNure Tarik Rodgers, Jon Bednasz Tarik Rodgers 
1996 18-11 EIVA D III 1st round; IAC champs Dave DeNure Jon Bednasz Jon Bednasz 

1997 17-10 EIVA quarters, EIVA D III champs Dave DeNure Jon Bednasz Harold Nazaire 
1998 17-8 5-1 Tait/t-1st EIVA quarters, EIVA D II champs Dave DeNure (175-126) Wycliffe Gordon 
1999 24-5 Tait EIVA finals, EIVA D II champs Manny Del Rio Harold Nazaire 
2000 16-12 8-6 Tait EIVA semis  Manny Del Rio Josh Zuidema 
2001 5-19 2-12 Tait/7th --- Manny Del Rio (45-36) Fernando Fuentes 
2002 1 -22 0-14 Tait/8th  Alex Lykouriotis (1-22) Justin Meyer Hunter Haliniak 
2003 5-19 1-11 Hay/7th Michael Borga Ron Horn, Rob Miller Ron Horn 
2004 3-17 2-11 Sweeney/t-4th Michael Borga (8-36) Rob Miller, Ryan Walsh Keith Samuel 
2005 11-11 6-5 Sweeney/3rd --- Ryan McNeil (11-11) Matt Thorkildsen, Brian Como Eduardo Welter 
2006 13-13 8-4 EIVA Hay/2nd Lost EIVA Playoff first round Ryan McNeil Brian Como, Eduardo Welter Eduardo Welter 
2007 19-10 9-1 EIVA Hay/1st Lost EIVA Playoff first round Ryan McNeil Mike Nonnenmann, --- 

Eduardo Welter 
2008 13-14 4-8 EIVA Tait Div./4th EIVA Semifinals Ryan McNeil (56-48) Mike Nonnenmann, --- 

(lost to #11 George Mason, 3-2) Eduardo Welter 

*--league was known as the ECVL (Eastern Collegiate Volleyball League) through 1985 and was renamed EIVA (Eastern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association) thereafter. 

IAC is Independent Athletic Conference, a separate multi-sport organization. League record and Division listed is for ECVL and EIVA. 

Note: A// b/ank information is missing from the NJIT files. Anyone with documented information, or corrections to the above, is asked to contact the sports informat/on office 

at (973) 596-8324 or timothy.camp@njit.edu 

NJIT All-Americans 
1995 

TARIK ROGERS 

ASICS Small College 
Player of the Year 

1997 
HAROLD NAZAIRE 

AVCA 1st Team 

1998 
WYCLIFFE GORDON 

AVCA 2nd Team 

1998 
HAROLD NAZAIRE 

AVCA 2nd Team 

1999 
HAROLD NAZAIRE 

AVCA 1st Team 

Academic All-Americans 
1990 

RUDY ROMULUS, GTE 
1991 

RUDY ROMULUS, GTE 

— EIVA All-Academic Honors — 

2008 
RODRIGO CORREA, 

Management 

LEONARDO PALUDO, 
Management 

EDWARDO WELTER, 
Management 

GREG WAGNER, 
Computer Science 

2007 
RODRIGO CORREA, 

Management 

LEONARDO PALUDO, 
Management 

EDWARDO WELTER, 
Management 

GREG WAGNER, 
Computer Science 



The NJIT men's and women's volleyball teams 

play their home matches in the newly-reno-

vated gymnasium of the Estelle and Zoom 

Fleisher Athletic Center. 

In the summer of 2006, the Fleisher Athletic 

Center gym underwent renovation to include 

installation of a new floor and baskets, new 

lighting, new sound system and new score-

boards, along with entirely new seating for 

approximately 1,500 spectators after the first 

phase of renovation. 

The back bay, "C gym," area can be sectioned 

off from the main floor, making the entire 

gymnasium useful for intramurals, physical 

education classes and campus recreation 

time. It is capable of hosting simultaneous 

separate events. 

The volleyball teams also have access to all of 

the other facilities in the athletic center. These 

include the fitness area (containing computer-

controlled biking equipment, Cybex resistance 

units, and an indoor track), a free-weight room 

and a hammer-strength weight room, four 

racquetball courts (which can be converted for 

squash), and a martial arts/fencing center. 

A six-lane swimming pool is home to NJIT's 

men's and women's swimming teams, while 

the two varsity tennis squads utilize the four 

lighted outdoor hardcourt tennis courts 

behind the building. The NJIT Campus Center 

houses six regulation bowling lanes. 

Lubetkin Field, with an entrance a few feet 

opposite the entry to Fleisher Athletic Center 

is a first-class venue for college soccer. 

Outfitted with SprinTurf artificial grass in the 

summer of 2004, Lubetkin Field also includes 

lighting for night contests, bleacher seating 

for more than 1,000 spectators, a press box 

and scoreboard. 

Bears and Eagles Riverfront Stadium in down-

town Newark, opened in 1999 at a cost of $30 

million and with a seating capacity of 6,200 

became the home of NJIT baseball in 2004. 

In a joint December 2005 press conference, 

New York Yankees manager Joe Torre was a 

featured speaker as NJIT and the professional 

Newark Bears announced a 10-year partner-

ship that secured the downtown stadium as 

the site of all Highlanders home games for the 

decade to come. 

NJIT basketball will also be a tenant in the new 

downtown Prudential Center, the state-of-

the-art home of the National Hockey League 

New Jersey Devils. The Highlanders hosted six 

games on four dates in 2007-08 and five 

games on four dates at the 'The Rock' in 

North America's newest major sports arena in 

2008-09. 

NJIT, which offers a growing list of club sports, 

also has a robust intramural program, which 

makes use of the numerous athletic facilities. 

Each student must pass two physical educa-

tion classes as a graduation requirements, 

with offerings including aerobics, archery, 

bowling, dance, fencing, golf, karate, swim-

ming, skiing, strength training and condition-

ing, volleyball, and water safety. 



Newark: The 
Renaissance City 
NJIT is located in the heart of New Jersey's 

largest city. A major urban center, Newark is a 

city on the move. Some 30,000 undergradu-

ate, graduate and professional students 

attend classes in University Heights at the 

city's four public institutions of higher learn-

ing: NJIT, Rutgers-Newark, the University of 

Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, and 

Essex County College. 

Attractions in Newark's revitalized downtown 

include: 

• The Newark Museum 

• New Jersey Performing Arts Center 

• The Newark Public Library 

• Symphony Hall 

• Branch Brook Park 

• Art galleries, restaurants, and shopping 

• An urban architectural laboratory 

• Professional minor league baseball 

(Newark Bears) 

• New Jersey Devils Hockey and 

other events at the Prudential Center 

Above Left: New Jersey Performing Arts Center, located minutes from campus, is quickly becoming one the the state's more popular entertainment venues. 

Newark: New 
Jersey's 
College Town 
Adjacent to NJIT is the Newark campus of 

Rutgers University. 

NJIT and Rutgers enjoy an exceptionally close 

and productive consortial relationship within 

the thriving University Heights section of 

Newark. NJIT and Rutgers students have 

library privileges at both campuses. NJIT stu-

dents may also enrich their educational expe-

rience by enrolling in Rutgers-Newark courses 

and in full degree programs in disciplines not 

offered at NJIT, such as art, music, geology 

and psychology. 

Each year the two universities co-sponsor a 

common season of theatrical productions, as 

well as 'World Week,' a joint program of hon- 

ors colloquia, and a variety of other cultural 

and social activities. 

Top Right: Aerial view of downtown Newark. 

New Jersey/ 
New York 
Metropolitan Region 
The NJIT campus is in one of the nation's most 

exciting cultural and business regions. 

Advantages include: 

Minutes from New Jersey Performing Arts 

Center, Liberty Science Center, 

Meadowlands Sports Complex, Manhattan 

and all of its attractions, Newport Center 

Mall, and Secaucus Outlet Center. 

Discount tickets for Broadway shows, 

museums, concerts, and sporting events. 

• Weekend trips throughout the 

Northeastern United States: skiing, 

boating, swimming, hiking, and more. 

Above: The Newark Museum, a staple in the revitalization efforts in the downtown Newark area. 



Prudential Center 
The new home of the National Hockey League 

New Jersey Devils is in downtown Newark at 

the corner of Mulberry and Edison streets, 

about one mile from the NJIT's University 

Heights campus. 

Opened in October 2007, 'The Rock' is the 

centerpiece of the city's Downtown Core 

Redevelopment Project. In addition to the 

world's best hockey, it will be home to numer-

ous entertainment and sporting events, includ-

ing NJIT basketball. In 2007-08 , NJIT hosted 

six basketball games there on four dates and 

there are plans to play more games in 2008-09 

in North America's newest major arena. 

The arena, with seating for 18,500 spectators, 

features a 4,800 square-foot exterior LED 

screen, as well as the latest in ice-surface tech-

nology and a gourmet restaurant overlooking 

the ice for Devils games. The building con-

tains 850,000 square feet of space, 9,000 tons 

of steel, eight million pounds of structural 

steel and 25,000 cubic yards of concrete. 

Red Bull Park 
The Red Bulls of Major League Soccer and 

AEG New York broke ground in September 

2006 for Red Bull Park, a 25,000-seat soccer 

stadium and a major component of the 

Harrison MetroCentre development, located 

across the Passaic River, about two miles from 

NJIT's campus. 

The $100 million 'soccer specific' stadium will 

feature a 360-degree European-style roof/ 

canopy covering the majority of the seating. 

When completed in the summer of 2008, Red 

Bull Park will be the home of the MLS Red 

Bulls, international soccer and other events. 

AEG developed and operates 'soccer specific' 

stadiums in California and in Illinois. 

The multi-billion dollar Harrison MetroCentre 

will feature three million square feet of office 

space; 3,500 residential units; 300,000 square 

feet of retail space and over 10,000 decked 

parking spaces when completed. 

Bears and Eagles 
Riverfront Stadium 

Bears and Eagles Riverfront Stadium, the $30 

million state-of-the-art home of the profes-

sional baseball Newark Bears and since 2004 

the home of NJIT Highlanders baseball, offi-

cially opened to the public on July 16, 1999. 

With a seating capacity of 6,200, "The Den" 

affords fans an up-close view of the action. 

The ballpark also has 20 luxury suites, a picnic 

area, a party deck, a concert stage situated 

behind the outfield wall and a major league-

caliber press box. 

In December 2005, NJIT and the Bears held a 

joint press conference to herald a new part-

nership that includes a 10-year deal that 

extends Bears and Eagles Riverfront Stadium 

as the home of NJIT Highlanders baseball. 



SHANNON ABRAHAM 
Operations Manager 

(973) 596-6406 
abraham@njit.edu  

ADALBERTO M. ALONSO 
M/W Track ST Field 
M/W Cross Country 

(973) 596-3636 
alonso@njit.edu  

BRIAN CALLAHAN 
Baseball 

(973) 596-5827 
callahan@njit.edu  

JIM ENGLES 
Men's Basketball 
(973) 596-5727 
engles@njit.edu  

ROBERT ENGLISH 
Faculty Athletics 
Representative 

(973) 596-3224 
robert.english@njit.edu  

DUANE FELCZAK 
Asst. Director of Phys. Ed. 

(973) 596-3637 fekzak@adm.njit.edu 

H. PAUL GRAYNER 
Asst. Athletic Trainer 

(973) 596-3623 
grayner@njit.edu  

DAN HUFF 
Head Strength and 
Conitioning Coach 
(973) 596-5277 
dhuff@njit.edu  

LENNY KAPLAN 
Director of Athletics 

(973) 596-3636 
kaplan@adm.njit.edu  

MATT KOSCS 
Asst. Athletic Trainer 

(973) 596-3623 
mkoscs@adm.njit.edu  

KEVIN LEACOCK 
Women's Soccer 
(973) 596-8239 
leacock@njit.edu  

YEFIM LITVAN 
M/W Fencing 

(973) 596-8490 
litvan@njit.edu  

PEDRO LOPES 
Men's Soccer 

(973) 596-5219 
pedro.j.lopes@njit.edu  

MARGARET MCKEON 
Women's Basketball 

(973) 596-3633 
mckeon@njit.edu  

RYAN MCNEIL 
M/W Volleyball 

(973) 596-6498 
mcneil@adm.njit.edu  

MICHELLE NIJANDER 
Receptionist 

(973) 596-3636 
mlp2@njit.edu  

ROGER OLEAN 
Head Athletic Trainer 

(973) 596-3623 oleanrt@adm.njit.edu 

KEISHA PETERS 
Administrative Assistant for the 

Director of Athletics 
(973) 596-3636 

keisha.r.peters@njit.edu 

STEPHANIE PILLARI 
Asst. Sports Information Director 

(973) 596-8324 
pillari@njit.edu  

ERIC RASMUSSEN 
M/W Swimming 
(973) 596-5229 Rasmussen@njit.edu 

ERICA RIGBY MCCOURT 
Assoc. Director CAPE-Athlete 

Academic Advisor 
(973) 596-5558 

rigby@njit.edu  

MIKE SOWTER 
M/W Tennis 

(973) 596-8297 
michael.j.sowter@njit.edu  

ABBEY STRONG 
Coordinator of Compliance 

and Student-Athlete Services 
(973) 596-5278 
strong@njit.edu  

JONATHAN WALKER 
Front Desk Attendant 
Equipment Specialist 

(973) 596-5730 

TIM WUORINEN 
Eligibility Certification 

Officer/Academic Advisor 
(973) 596-5458 

Wuorinen@adm.njit.edu  



For GPS Users 
The address for Lubetkin Field and the 
Estelle and Zoom Fleisher Athletic Center 

is: 80 Lock Street, Newark, NJ 07102. 

By Car 
New Jersey Turnpike: Driving North 
from South Jersey: NJ Turnpike to Exit 

13A Newark Airport. After toll booth stay to 
left follow signs to Rt. 1 & 9 North. You will 

merge onto Rt. 1 & 9 North. Airport will be 

on right. Follow signs for downtown 

Newark and Rt. 21 North-(left lane exit 
ramp). Downtown Newark will be in front 

of you. Follow Rt. 21 North (McCarter 

Highway). Turn left on Raymond Blvd. 
Follow Raymond Blvd. past Warren St. 

traffic light (Raymond Blvd. becomes Lock 
St.) Fleisher Athletic Center & Lubetkin 

Field will be on your right. 

New Jersey Turnpike: Driving South 
from North Jersey: Take exit 15W to 

Route 280 West. Then follow Route 280 

West directions. 

Route 280 West: After drawbridge, take 
Exit 15A (Rt. 21 South - McCarter 

Highway). Follow Rt. 21 South to Raymond 
Blvd. Turn right on Raymond Blvd. Follow 

Raymond Blvd. past Warren St. traffic light 

(Raymond Blvd. becomes Lock St.) Fleisher 
Athletic Center & Lubetkin Field will be on 

your right. 

Route 280 East: Take Exit 15 (Rt. 21 
South - McCarter Highway). Follow Rt. 21 

South to Raymond Blvd. Turn right on 

Raymond Blvd. Follow Raymond Blvd. past 

Warren St. traffic light (Raymond Blvd. 

becomes Lock St.) Fleisher Athletic Center 

& Lubetkin Field will be on your right. 

Garden State Parkway (North & South 
bound): Take exit 145 to Route 280 East, 
then follow Route 280 East directions. 

Route 1 & 9 North & South: Take exit 

marked Newark, Rt. 21 North. Follow Rt. 
21 North (McCarter Highway). Turn left on 
Raymond Blvd. Follow Raymond Blvd. past 

Warren St. traffic light (Raymond Blvd. 

becomes Lock St.) Fleisher Athletic Center 

& Lubetkin Field will be on your right. 

Route 78 East: Take Route 78 East to Rt. 
21 North. Turn left on Raymond Blvd. 

Follow Raymond Blvd. past Warren St. 

traffic light (Raymond Blvd. becomes Lock 
St.) Fleisher Athletic Center & Lubetkin 

Field will be on your right. 

Route 22 East: Take Route 22 East to Route 
21 North. Turn left on Raymond Blvd. 
Follow Raymond Blvd. pass Warren Street 

Stop Light and Fleisher Athletic Center & 

Lubetkin Field will be on your right. 

Route 21 North: Follow Rt. 21 North to 

Raymond Blvd. Turn left onto Raymond 
Blvd. Follow Raymond Blvd. past Warren St. 

traffic light (Raymond Blvd. becomes Lock 
St.) Fleisher Athletic Center & Lubetkin 

Field will be on your right. 

Route 21 South: Follow Rt. 21 South 
(McCarter Highway) to Raymond Blvd. 

Turn Right on Raymond Blvd. Follow 
Raymond Blvd. past Warren St. traffic light 

(Raymond Blvd. becomes Lock St.) Fleisher 

Athletic Center & Lubetkin Field will be on 

your right. 

New York Thruway: Thruway to Exit 

14A, Garden State Parkway. Follow Garden 

State Parkway directions above. 

George Washington Bridge: NJ 
Turnpike South to Exit 15W. Follow Route 

280 West directions above. 

Lincoln Tunnel: West on Rt. 3 to Rt. 21 

South. Turn right onto Raymond Blvd. 

Follow Raymond Blvd. pass Warren Street 

Stop Light and Fleisher Athletic Center & 

Lubetkin Field will be on your right. 

From Brooklyn, Queens and Long 
Island: Take Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
(Interstate 278) and follow 278 across 

Staten Island. Cross Goethels Bridge. 
Follow signs to New Jersey Turnpike North 
and follow New Jersey Turnpike directions 

above. 

Other 
Transportation 
Systems 
Newark International Airport: Five 
miles from the NJIT campus. A minibus 

(Newark Airlink) or taxi service connects 
the airport with Penn Station in Newark. 

Bus, city subway, and taxi connections 
may be obtained at the station. 

Newark Penn Station: Connections to 

the NJIT campus may be made by bus, city 

subway, or taxi. 

Morris & Essex Broad Street Station: A 

five-block walk to the NJIT campus via 

King Boulevard to Central Avenue. Taxi 

service is also available 
Newark City Subway: From Penn Station 

in Newark, take the Warren Street stop for 

the NJIT campus. 

Downtown Hotels 
Comfort Suites 
1348 McCarter Highway, Newark 

973/481-5200 

Hampton Inn & Suites Newark 
Riverwalk 
100 Passaic Avenue, 973/483-1900 

Hilton Newark Gateway 
Gateway Center, Raymond Blvd. & 
McCarter Highway, 973/622-5000 

Robert Treat Hotel 
50 Park Place, Newark, 973/622-1000 

Hotels Near 
Newark Airport 
Best Western Newark Airport West 
101 International Way, Newark 

973/621-6200 

Courtyard by Marriot Newark Liberty 
International Airport 600 Route 1 & 9, 

Newark, 973/643-8500 

Days Inn Newark 450 Rt.1 South (near 

Haynes Ave.), Newark, 973/242-0900 

Fairfield Inn & Suites Newark Liberty 
International Airport 618 Rt.1 & 9 

South, Newark, 973/242-2600 

Four Points by Sheraton Newark 
Airport 901 Spring St., Elizabeth, 
908/527-1600 

Hampton Inn Newark Airport 
1128-38 Spring St., Elizabeth 

908/355-0500 

Hilton Newark Airport 1170 Spring St., 

Elizabeth, 908/351-3900 

Holiday Inn Newark Liberty 
International Airport 160 Frontage Rd., 

Newark, 973/589-1000 

Marriott Newark Liberty International 
Airport, Newark, 973/623-0006 

Ramada Inn Newark Liberty 
International Airport 550 Rt.1 & 9 
South, Newark, 973/824-4000 

Sheraton Newark Airport Hotel 
128 Frontage Rd., Newark, 973/690-5500 

Wyndham Newark Airport 
1000 Spring St., Elizabeth, 

908/436-4600 



Name 
Grad. 
Year Contribution Sport(s) Years 

Year of 
Induction 

BAUDER, Fred "Coach" -- Coach M-Basketball 1932-61 1989 
BAKUN, Andrew I. 1982 Athlete/Asst. Coach M-Soccer 1978-81/90-91 2005 
BAKUN, Myron 1967 Athlete M-Soccer 1964-66 1991 
BLUM, Raymond E. 1950 Distinguished Alum. Speedskating/Cycling -- 1996 
BORJA, Hernan "Chico" 1981 Athlete M-Soccer 1977-80 1986 
BORNAKO, Gregory "Egor" 1970 Athlete M-Fencing 1966-70 1987 
BOWSER, Hamilton V. 1952 Athlete M-Fencing 1948-52 1989 
BRADLEY, Thomas 1978 Athlete M-Swimming 1974-78 1990 
BROWN, Andrew D. 1982 Athlete M-Soccer 1956-78 2006 
CRIMMINS, David 1952 Athlete M-Fencing -- 2007 
CRUZ, Edward 1963 Athlete M-Soccer 1959-62 1995 

DAWSON, Marilyn E. 1986 Athlete WVB/WBKB/SB 1982-86 1991 
DeNICOLA, Carmine P. 1978 Athlete Baseball 1975-78 2005 
DeVITO, Louis 1960 Athlete M-Soccer/M-Fencing 1956-60 1992 
DIAS, Joe A. 1977 Athlete M-Soccer 1973-76 1993 
DRURY, Eugene M. 1963 Athlete M-Tennis 1960-63 1988 
ENG, Katherine 1993 Athlete W-Volleyball 1989-92 2007 
ETIENNE, Yves 1979 Athlete M-Volleyball 1976-78 1990 
FERN, Gilbert F. 1940 Athlete M-Basketball/M-Tennis 1936-40 1992 
FITZGERALD, Joseph M. -- Coach /Asst. Coach M-Basketball 1961-66/52-61 1986 
FLEISHER, Seymour "Zoom" 1951 Athlete M-Basketball 1947-51 1992 
GAGLIARDO, Salvatore A. 1985 Athlete M-Basketball 1981-85 1995 
GALLAGHER, Thomas G. 1985 Athlete M-Basketball 1981-85 1991 
GIOVANNOLI, Arnold L. 1953 Athlete M-Basketball 1950-53 1993 
GOLDRICK PITT, Elizabeth M. 1990 Athlete WVB/SB/WBKB/WTen 1985-90 1995 
GRUENEWALD, Wendy A. 1997 Athlete WBKB/SB/WVB/WSoc 1992-96 2003 
HAASE, Jay W. 1975 Athlete M-Fencing 1971-75 1988 
HAMMOND, Kenneth W. 1979 Athlete M-Soccer 1974-77 2003 
HANDWERKER, Andy 1963 Athlete M-Soccer 1959-62 2002 
HAUSSER, Paul C. -- Administrator -- 1953-91 1990 

Coach Fencing /Baseball 1954-88/53-72 
HUBEY, Ali 1972 

 
Athlete M-Soccer 1968-71 1990 

HURTADO, Fabian 1975 Athlete  M-Soccer 1970-73 1987 
IRIS, Herb 1951 Benefactor -- -- 2007 
KAMINSKY, Nicholas J. 1978 Athlete Baseball 1975-78 2006 
KASBARIAN, Raymond P. 1966 Founder/Athlete Judo 1962-66 1989 
KETZNER, Robert Shelby -- Coach Rifle 1962-86 1987 
KHOWAYLO, Alex 1969 Athlete M-Soccer 1960-63 1996 
LUBETKIN, Charles "Tudy" 1953 Athlete M-Basketball/M-Track 1949-52 1994 
LYNCH, Robert K. 1984 Athlete/Coach M-Fencing 1977-80/86-91 1993 
MacDONALD, Dan 1984 Athlete Baseball 1981-84 1991 
OLSEN, Richard J. 1969 Athlete M-Basketball 1965-69 1988 
OLSON, George R. 1977 Athlete Baseball 1974-77 1987 
PAULIUS, Raymond V. 1985 Athlete M-Soccer 1980-83 2006 
ROGERS, Warren E. 1988 Athlete M-Basketball 1983-87 1993 
ROMULUS, Rudy 1991 Athlete M-Volleyball 1988-91 1996 
SARLO, Paul A. 1992 Athlete Baseball 1989-91 2005 
SCHMID, John "Gene" -- Coach/Asst. Coach Baseball 1973-97/68-72 2002 
SIMON, J. Malcolm -- Coach M-Soccer 1955-83 1994 

Athletics Director -- 1983-94 
SKURLA, Peter J. 1941 Athlete Bowling 1937-41 1992 
SWANSON, Robert F. -- Athletics Director -- 1947-82 1986 
TAETZSCH, Robert 1952 Athlete M-Fencing -- 2007 
TAETZSCH, William 1952 Athlete M-Fencing -- 2007 
TOSATO, Lawrence P. 1956 Athlete M-Basketball/Baseball 1952-56 1987 
TUBELLO, Jeffrey 1976 Athlete Rifle 1972-76 1988 
VAN WRIGHT, Nevea 1997 Athlete W-Basketball 1991-96 2005 
WALSH, John J. 1966 Athlete MSoc/MBKB/Baseball 1962-66 1986 
WASNIEWSKI, Frank 1980 Athlete M-Tennis 1977-80 1990 
WELGOS, Bob 1962 Athlete M-Basketball/Bowling 1959-62 2005 
WOROBEC, Myron S. 1966 Athlete M-Soccer 1962-65 1994 
YONEZUKA, Yoshisada -- Founder/Coach Judo 1962-?? 1991 
ZORN, Werner 1962 Athlete M-Soccer 1958-61 1988 

1960 Men's Soccer Team 

1981-82 Men's Basketball Team 

1982 Baseball Team 

NAIA co-national champion 1988 

NJIT's first ECAC and IAC champion 1990 
NJIT's second ECAC and IAC champion 1993 



New Jersey Institute of Technology men's volleyball is a member of the 
Eastern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association. The EIVA contains 13 
members from all three NCAA Divisions. 

The champion of the EIVA playoffs receives an automatic qualifier into 
the four-team NCAA National Collegiate Championship. The other 
three teams in the NCAA championship tournament are: the champi-
ons of the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation, Midwestern 
Intercollegiate Volleyball Association and an at-large team from one of 
the three major men's volleyball leagues (EIVA, MIVA, MPSF). 

In 2008, Penn State, ranked first in the nation during the regular season 
with just one loss, won the EIVA playoffs and went on to capture the 
NCAA championship, as well. 

Founded in 1971 as the Eastern Collegiate Volleyball League, the EIVA 
was given its current name in 1985. Penn State made EIVA and NCAA 
history in 1994 by becoming the first non-California school to win the 
national title. 

The league has been realigned several times, with the latest move 
occurring before the 2006 season. In 2004 and 2005, the EIVA had 
three divisions, but the alignment was dropped back to two divisions-
the Tait and the Hay-for 2006. 

The EIVA groups its highest power-rated teams into the same division, 
the Tait. To account for changes in the relative strength of the teams, 
the EIVA has a system of promotion and relegation similar to European 
soccer. At the end of the season, the champion of the second power-
rated division (Hay) is promoted to the Tait Division for the following 
season. Meanwhile, the bottom team in the Tait is relegated to the Hay 
Division for the following season. 

As the 2007 EIVA Hay Division champion, NJIT earned promotion to the 
EIVA Tait Division, where it remains. This season's Tait Division matches 
include home and away contests against Penn State, Saint Francis (PA), 
George Mason, Juniata, Princeton, and Springfield. 

NJIT reached the EIVA finals in 1999, losing to Penn State, and returned 
to the semifinals in 2000. The Highlanders won the now-defunct EIVA 
Division II Tournament in 1998 and 1999. Prior to reclassifying to 
Division II, they won the EIVA Division III championship in 1991 and 
1997 and were the Division III runners-up in 1993 and 1995. 

In 2008, NJIT made its deepest run into the EIVA playoffs since 2000. 
Last year's Highlanders won their first two playoff matches to reach the 
EIVA semifinals, host by Penn State. NJIT's 2008 run came to an end in 
a tightly-contested 3-2 (lost set 5, 13-15) to #11 George Mason. 

More information is available at www.eivavolleyball.com  the new offi-
cial website of the EIVA 

2008 EIVA Standings  
TAIT Division Overall 

Penn State 11-1 28-1 

George Mason 9-3 20-8 

Princeton 6-6 11-10 

St. Francis (PA) 6-6 13-15 

Juniata 6-6 10-15 

NJIT 4-8 13-14 

East Stroudsburg 0-13 2-17 

HAY Division Overall 

Springfield 9-1 20-7 

NYU 8-2 23-8 

Harvard 6-4 9-10 

Rutgers-Newark 5-5 7-17 

New Haven 1-9 10-13 

Sacred Heart 1-9 7-13 

EIVA Playoffs  
EIVA Semifinals 

#1 Penn State def. #8 NYU: 3-0 

#2 George Mason def. #6 NJIT: 3-0 

EIVA Championship 

#1 Penn State def. #2 George Mason: 3-0 

#1 Penn State went on to win 

the 2008 NCAA national championship 

Hitting Percentage 

1. Max Holt Penn State .560 

2. Max Lipsitz Penn State .493 

3. Brady Weissbourd Harvard .439 

Kills per game 

1. Matt Anderson Penn State 5.64 

2. Kyle Gramit George Mason 4.69 

3. Peter Eichler Princeton 4.42 

Blocks per game 

1. RJ Goubeaux George Mason 1.60 

2. Brandon McLaughlin George Mason 1.44 

3. Brady Weissbourd Harvard 1.35 

Aces per game 

1. Gil Weintraub Harvard 0.56 

2. Max Holt Penn State 0.50 

Scott Grandpre Sacred Heart 0.50 

3. Leonardo Paludo NJIT 0.49 

Digs per game 

1. Brian Rapp Harvard 3.31 

2. RJ Roth East Stroudsburg 2.75 

3. Daniel Donohue Sacred Heart 2.63 

Assists per game 

1. Luke Murray Penn State 13.48 

2. Brandon Denham Princeton 12.09 

3. Jeff Zorning Rutgers-Newark 11.97 



2009 NJIT MEN'S VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
Back Row (I-r): Head Coach Ryan McNeil, Chuck Richmond, Glen De Magalhaes, Jonathan Gustafson, Ricky Duran, Andres Nieto, 

Douglas Thorn, Jose Camacho, Assistant Coach JR Martins 

Front Row (I-r): Robert Thomas, Raphael Mattos, Steve Sylvester, Charles Bell, Nick Jensen, Rodrigo Correa, Amobi Armstrong, 
Graduate Assistant Coach Melissa Golob 



MEN'S VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE 

2009 
Date Day Opponent Time 
January 
23 Fri. EAST STROUDSBURG 7:00pm 
27 Tue. at NYU 7:00pm 

Go/den Dome Classic at Rutgers, Newark 
30 Fri. vs. Mount Olive 4:30pm 
31 Sat. vs. UPR-Rio Piedras 4:30pm 
February 
6 Fri. at Saint Francis (PA)* 7:00pm 
7 Sat. at Juniata* 7:00pm 
10 Tue. SPRINGFIELD* 7:00pm 
17 Tue. PRINCETON* 7:00pm 
21 Sat. GEORGE MASON* 4:00pm 
25 Wed. RUTGERS-NEWARK 7:00pm 
28 Sat. at Penn State* 2:00pm 
March 
6 Fri. at Springfield* 7:00pm 
7 Sat. at Harvard 4:00pm 
9 Mon. at Rutgers-Newark 7:00pm 

Date Day Opponent Time 
March Cont. 

Spring Break Trip (Ca/ifornia/Hawaii) 
13 Fri. at Hope International 7:00pm (PT) 
14 Sat. at USC 7:00pm (PT) 
17 Tue. at Cal State Northridge 7:00pm (PT) 
20 Fri. at Hawai'i 7:00pm (PT) 
21 Sat. at Hawaii 7:00pm (PT) 
27 Fri. SAINT FRANCIS (PA)* 7:00pm 
28 Sat. JUNIATA* 7:00pm 
31 Tue. at East Stroudsburg 7:00pm 
April 

4 Sat. PENN STATE* 5:00pm 
7 Tue. at Princeton* 7:00pm 
14 Tue. NYU (Senior Night) 7:00pm 
18 Sat, at George Mason* 7:00pm 
Apr 22-May 2 Wed.-Sat. EIVA Conference Tournament 7:00pm 
May 
May 7-9 Thu.-Sat. NCAA National Collegiate Championship 7:00pm 

Head Coach: Ryan McNeil (Lewis, '01) I Assistant Coach: JR Martins Graduate Assistant Coach: Melissa Golob I Volunteer Coach: Daniel Cruz 
BOLD/CAPS = Home matches at Fleisher Athletic Center I *EIVA Tait Division Matches 
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