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IX
Spanish America:

Independence and

Emancipation

The sansculottes of France
Have made the world tremble
But the shirtless ones of America

Will not be far behind.
The American Carmagnole (1810)

Among us there are no sansculottes

El Patriota de Venezuels (1810)

Hear, oh mortals! the sacred cry:
Freedom, freedom, freedom!
Hear the noise of broken chains;
See the throne of Equality the noble.

Argentine national anthem (1813)

For a long time the Peruvian, oppressed,
dragged the ominouys chain;
condemned to cryel serfdom,

For a long time he moaned in silence,

But as soon as the sacred cry of
Freedom! was heard on his coasts
he shakes the indolence of the slave,
he raises his humiliated head.

Peruvian national anthewm (1821)
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Despite the abglitigqi;gpgqglamation agreed upon at the Congress of !
. Vienna in 1815 the programme Qfx\qgrrjé‘r‘chicél”and"'c'o'_ly@r’j@w]_‘g\eﬁiﬁﬂg_a- e

, tion, which formed the substantive part of the Congress’s work,
returned to Spain, France, Denmark and the Netherlands those
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Atlantic slave trade, but Spain and Portugal were permitted a few years
11,1813,1816

to restock their plantation colonies before the ban came into force;
subsequently neither the Iberjan powers nor France took the steps
necessary to suppress a continuing illegal traffic. The United States
implemented its own ban on slave imports but failed to concert
measures with Britain for the ending of the clandestine traffic to other
territories. The ending of the wartime commercial blockades reopened
the European and North American markets for plantation produce; the
elimination of St Domin ue, recently the largest supplier, gave extra l
j;ge to_planters elsewhere. T
But the prospects for the restored colonial slavery of 1815 were
clouded by memories of the revolutionary epoch, by doubrts concerning
the viability of the regimes of monarchical reaction and, most
immediately, by the challenge of the liberation movements in Spanish
America. The Sp_a_lljﬁ,hmﬁ_mpigg,,_bji.vlzsigm¢Ashaxttcr,eudwbxml}lAQQ.IQOn’s
invasion omgnjp‘sgia and the subsequent war. Prior to 1808 the
“Spanish American colonies had been unresponsive to the revolutionary
-.appeals of the age. The imperial authorities and their local allies had
“been strong enough to contain internal unrest and to keep contraband
~~down to an acceptable level. The imperial authorities had been forced
sTndian Uprisimgs, such as that of Tupac Amard in 1780-82, ;
/€ CONSPIracres, s'ﬁ)as those in Venezuela in the 1790s, orf
O_New taxes,/such as in the revolt of parts of New !

e {

tanada in the 1780s, but prior to 1808 the structure of empire itself :
ad been almost unchallenged. The Venezuelan patriot Miranda led an
vasion in 1806 bur attracted little support even in a province with a
radition of contraband and political defiance. On the one hand, the
Venues from the silver mines of Upper Peru and Mexico supported a
fong apparatys of metropolitan control; on the other the creole elite
o cen unwilling to move because of its dependence on g@éf;m}?ﬁél
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Spanish America

The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery

' J i
i - ethnically Indo—European, wou
';“i—the ma}lilhere were about 5,000 slayes in
ancesd pally concentrated, like the

éexpagﬂjbeir operations. The slave proprieto ¢ colonial Spamiak - an _ principally_ ¢ th
iAmerica wWerg(ng S€nteesy unlike so many in the British ir gf:,:: (Ecuaﬂoguay‘z:‘ﬁ'. In the Captaincy General
West Indies, and were thus in some respects better placed to defend .- aroun éls'“g"“?”ﬁ'o’@()‘slaves out of a total popul:
their slaveholdings. Slavery was, it is true, marginal in Mexico and : _anYover th’ere were thought to be ¢ 4»QQ.Qhﬁ
Central America and still a secondary presence in most of Span‘i'shw ‘H‘loi;os of partly African descent in t/hJS latter
. South America in 1810, but in a number of regions there were nearly as plar es were concentrated in the(Cacao gro
many free people of African descent as slaves; outside the mountainous sa‘;on and constituted the lg{gﬁiﬁﬂgﬂg
: ; Andean region free and enslaved blacks and people of colour often - g‘eganish South America. In Chile in 181
possessed strategic significance in the social formation. Large-scale 1%7000—1'2',0040'~§15;Lé,s, while the free blacks,
plantation slavery now flourished in(Cuba) where the cultivation of ;n rised a little over 3 per cent of the pop
sugar and coffee helped to employ around 200,000 slaves by the second | e

. T of 1 ~ some 40,000 slaves working in the towns an
d?ﬁ%é&gi!.hmcmguhk.cgggg{y; the smaller island of Puerto Rico had region, where they comprised at least a quai
17,500 slaves, about half of whom worked on plantations. The two frfe biacks and mulattos being equally mt
island colonies were traditionally Spanish strongpoints on the route descent were believed to be better adapted t
back to Spain; their fate is considered in the next chapter. Mainland Few free or enslaved blacks were to be fo
Spanish America contained about 225,000 slaves, but slavery was a o here most of Peru’s population of over a m
diffuse and” sccondary Tform  of property or labour. Outside the presidency of Charcas in Upper Peru (Boli
working mainly as domestics or artisans or

La Paz. In the region of Rio de la Plata

Ty o

)

"p.lantatio'n enclaves in Venezuela and Peru the-great landowners did not,
« | like Caribbean planters, have their princiqal wealth Invested trstave

—N

»l {_crews. But many of them did own a Tew slaves, whom they valued as : 30.000 slaves comprised about a tenth of
-t | servamts, craftsmen or even trusted agents. Slaves had always been 3 po’pulation of free blacks and mulattos °
| prized possessions in Spanish America; the duesio de esclavos had status 8 slavery of the La Plata region derived fi
as well as a valuable piece of property. Any man with a white or pale entrepot in the traffic between Africa ar
.. complexion in Spanish America could aspire to be a gentleman ; notably Charcas with its mines; the slaves
< 1 (hidalgo); a man who owned a slave was a serior, a lord and master. ’ artisans, porters, muleteers and estate wor
In Mexico and Central America there may have been between 10,000 In the last decades of the Spanish emj
and 20,000 slaves; these slaves, and the more numerous free sometimes looked to the free black or mu
Pt S ) It abourers on the with their autonomist aspirati

‘ plaptations or in the mines. Slaves wer ex ensive both to buy and to 1762 the creole elite had put up only a fe
m,?.}_’}fiing since the cost of living was high. In Mexico aﬁ{{?{ﬁé}ﬁns seitled down to trading briskly with the'
ot Spanish America slaves were sometimes placed in positions of trust delivered a shock to the colonial authori
{§ and responsibility. The great majority of those who worked the silver look increasingly to free blacks and mulat
mines were free labourers earning guite high wages. In the major urban The newly created or expanded coloured t
centres there were many more (ree blacks) mulattos and mestizos than to the metropolitan regulars, with some
slaves. In New Granada, roughly the future Colombia, there were junior officers. All free blacks were require
45,000 slaves in 1778, concentrated in the port towns or the gold negros, which would draw up a roster
workings of the Choco and Cauca. Slaves comprised about § per cent of Madrid issued a new code governing the ¢

the total population of the Viceroyalty at this time, though their on the racial caste system. New World
numbers may have declined as the gold workings became less politan attempt to regulate slavery, even t

profitable; a number of the 368,000 mestizos in New Granada, though no effective invigilation or sanction.
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negros, which would draw

Spanish America

in the main ethnically Indo—European, would have had some African

ancestry. There were about 5,000 slaves in the Presidency of Quito
(Ecuador) — principally concentrated, like the free blacks, on the coastl

around Guayagquil. In the Captaincy General of Venezuela there were as \

many ds 87,000 slaves out of a total opulation of 900,000 in 1800,
morcover there were thought to be <4,000 fugitive slaves’and 407,000
pardos of partly African descent in this latter province. The Venezuelan i
slaves were concentrated in the (Gacao rox{e: of the central coastalf e
vregion and constituted the largest enclave of plantation economy inj 5&.% :
{Spanish South America. In "Chile in 1812 there werc said 0 be
110,000-12,000 slaves, while the free blacks, numbering 25,000-32,000,
comprised a little over 3 per cent of the population. In Peru there were
some 40,000 slaves working in the towns and plantations of the coastal
region, where they comprised ar least a quarter of the population, with
free blacks and mulattos being equally numerous: those of African
descent were believed to be better adapted to the more humid lowlands.
Few free or enslaved blacks were to be found in the Andean region,
where most of Peru’s population of over a million was to be found. The
Presidency of Charcas in Upper Peru (Bolivia) contained 4,700 slaves
working mainly as domestics or artisans or on estates in the vicinity of
La Paz. In the region of Rio de la Plata and irs hinterland at least
30,000 slaves comprised about a tenth of the sparse population; the
population of free blacks and mulattos was of the same size. The
slavery of the La Plata region derived from its historic role as an
entrepot in the traffic between Africa and Spanish South America,
notably Charcas with its mines; the slaves were employed as domestics,
artisans, porters, muleteers and estate workers.' —
In the last decades of the Spanish empire the imperial authorities
sometimes looked to the free black or mulatto population of the New
World as_a™potential counterweight to_the white Spanish Americans ff”:;f
with their autonomist aspirations. When' the British sezedHavamrTr
1762 the creole elite had put up only a feeble resistance and had soon
settled down to trading briskly with the occupters. This episode had , -
the colonial authorities and encouraged them to \/
ree blacks and mulattos as recruits to the militia.
The newly created or expanded coloured militia units were subordinate
to the metropolitan regulars, with some men of colour appointed as
lunior officers. All free blacks were required to register with the caja de
% up a roster of militia service. In 1789
rid issued a new code governing the condition of slaves and bearing -
the racial caste system. New World planters disliked this metro-
attempt to regulate slavery, even though it was accompanied by
ctve invigilation or sanction. The system of racial caste

look increasingly to f
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The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery

privileges, which governed tax exemptions, office-holding and [
rights, was also relaxed in favour of those free blacks and mulattos 4
could afford to purchase certificates suspending their disabilities. |
those of mixed blood were barred even from wearing Spanish dy

The native white criollos of Caracas complained in 1795 when'
instrument known as gracias al sacar al]lowed pardos (free mulato
‘purchase the privileges of whitengss. In"a number of stra?;:gically vi
imperial centres — Havana, Mexico City, Lima, Buenos Aires —

., mulartos cks comprised_a_third or more of the militia forces.
% available to the Colomial authorities by the turn of the century.> o~
{ T The Tavours bestowed by the imperial authorities on ‘some pardos

and free blacks did not threaten slavery and were quite compatible with
a modified caste system; indeed the value of the concessions made to

{ individuals depended on a context in which people of colour did not, as
jof right, enjoy full citizenship. Nor_did such assumptions dent the |

traditional view that Indian ance;gtry,ﬁeﬁggg_cj,all;&- if-no _distant
y;as more accepta_blemwfﬁaﬁﬁ_@fﬁ"341;:Atrrhy,.a_ Some Indian caggues had
| received titles of nobility and could claim legal immunities. Léor a white
to marry a black or mulatto involved loss of caste, and in some
instances was legally prohibited; on the other hand, in the early days of
the Conquest Spaniards had been happy to marry the daughter of a
cacique. Most ‘pure’ Indians kept to themselves; blacks and mulattos,
whether free or enslaved, lived side by side with the whites, usually
performing the more menial tasks disdained by the latter. Caste
divisions helped to constitute the imperial order; they were matched by
a complex set of corporate privileges and_exemptions, extended to
. municipalities, professional _bodies, militia units and ecclesiastical

Dfitostonotos kel

7

{ institutions. The more ‘enlightened’ Spanish officials, impatient of
i cresle privileges and particularism, were willing selectively to relax
caste discrimination.
i Spain had allowed African slaves to be introduced to the New World
to strengthen its hold on newly conquered territories and to plug gaps
in the fabric of empire; on the eve of the liberation struggles this was
still the role of some slaves and free blacks in Spanish America, who
were found in the towns, and along the lines of communication,
working as artisans, labourers and domestics. The last decades of the
eighteenth century, and the first years of the nineteenth, witnessed a_
inew rise of silver output, mined by free waged workers, supplemented |
in Peru by t emm;;tmw&gg l@ﬁ?‘ﬁ%@e\/ﬂe’gﬂlﬂn
Mexico a sigificant proportion of the free workers of the mining zone
were of partly African descent, since African slaves had in former times
comprised a quarter or a third of the mining work-force. Only in New
Granada were slaves engaged in mining — in this case panning for gold
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. of the dependent labour force; free m
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expense of maintaining a large slave labour

force. In this part of New Granada slaves,

descendants, often clung on as tenants or Squatters to the land allotted
to them for their subsistence.

In_most_parts of Spanish America agriculture was o
\hac_@gndas or_ranches.

regions of settled agricultyre the subjug

rganised by

estizo or pardo cattlemen worked
In most provinces there were a few sugar plantations
mainly catering to the local market — such as those found in Tucuman
(Argentina), coastal Peru, or the basin of Cuernavaca (central Mexico)
- but by the late colonial period the proportion of slaves in these
patriarchical establishments had declined and the main labour force

were dependant beones of partly African descent.

the ranches.

former slaves, or thejr

The historic strongpoints of the Empire were established in the major |

mnng zones of Mexico and the Andes, and in
lines of communication with th
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morrﬂewxlagg_r(gu‘s‘iurgam{gilaveholding ranchers and pl‘antersAwerrS

to_be found: the River Plate, Venezuela New Granada and the Pacific

coastl\oﬁ—‘a"hds. In the backlands of South America there was a sizeable
lugitive l/i/ténd,,f;r:_ee black or; W,m‘atf{)'ﬁ',:)engaged in ranching
and subsistence agricnltnres These were areas where there were few
Indians but many partly Hispanicised people of mixed blood, mestizos
(usually meaning a mixture of Indian and white), pardos (black and
white), and zambos (Indian and black).

The vast interior of the continent had alwa

the Caribbean along the
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. Ver given quantities of the cash crop to their owner. Venezuelan ;
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The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery

tenants. These arrangements lent an extra
Venezuela and possibly encouraged in
reminiscent of the Virginian planters of the 1770s. The 1795
rebellion in the western province of Coro was
and organised contestation of slavery,
defeated, with some three hundred rebels, free men of colour as we
slaves, losing their lives. While Coro itself was to be

resilience to slave

a rare instance of ope

Il as

a centre of royalise -
]strength in the independence period the central zone around Caracas, ;

slave-owners 3 boldnésé\
slave

and had been quite swiftly

gwhere most plantation development was concentrated, produced the

first republican attempts.?

In most parts of Spanish South America s@££§i§gan;nm¢mght’
) and the»_;amy_ziﬂgbility'of others forms of dependent labour, had checke

¥ e i e,

-scale "STavery; together with the relative
frequency of manumission, slave escapes had helped to produce the
growth of a free or fugitive black or pardo population. The last quarter
of the eighteenth century had witnessed a multiplication of the number
of palengues, or fugitive slave settlements, in mainland South America,
espé—éi‘;lly in Venezuela and New Granada: in Peru and Rio de la Plata
there had been slave revolts on the former Jesuit estates in the 1760s
and 1770s when these had been sold off to new owners. Insecure
conditions in the backlands were inimical to large-scale slavery but they
were quite compatible with surviving pockets of personal bondage, as
vulnerable individuals sought the protection of powerful hacendados or
caudillos. In the more central regions the urban rich and large
landowners or ranchers would own some slaves whom they would
employ as domestics or managers (mayordomos)

The creole aristocracy and middle class resented metropolitan patron-

. age and trade restrictions. Peninsulares received a disproportionate

share of the most lucrative or influential posts; in_law Spanish_office:.
hol were barred _fro arryi ] i T}T* T reg ions of
holders_ w red from marrying creoles in their reg

jurisdiction. While some aristocratic creoles were co-opted into the
R A A gy

structures of imperial government, or enjoyed membership of municipal
bodies with real powers, the policies and personnel imposed by Madrid
easily offended an increasingly self-confident local elite. Comercio libre
allowed any Spanish merchants to trade with the colonies but Tefin
place a metropolitan monopoly, raising the prices of all manufactured
tmports for Spanish colonists. The white creoles found even the less
privileged gachupines to be grasping and officious. By the late colonial
period the traditional caste structure was

strain the growth of large intery;
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~of Spanish America waited for more than a generation after 1776, \
Partly because it was restrained by

Spanish America

e

or blackson the other. The so-called castas, those of mixed Indian,
European '?ﬁawﬁuf;ican“ancestry, comprised an ever larger proportion of

the population. The mestizos and mulattos were partly Hispanicised in
culture and those with skills or education would be in competition for

jobs and privileges with local whites; since pardos were prone to be
somewhat_more_ Hispanicised the competition they offered 5 white'l .
creoles was that much stronger. The latter were still known as esparioles

but increasingly thought of themselves as mericans; t

wasless popular with them since it could Tmply mixed blood.

At the beginning of the nificteenth century there were only about
160,000 Peninsulares and 3 million native whites out of a rortal
population of about 14 million in Spanish America. While there were
6=7 million living in Indian communities the diverse but semi-
Hispanicised castas, numbering 45 million, were more numerous than
the whites and were growing steadily as a proportion of the population
as a result of inter-marriage and acculturation.* Spanish power and the
imperial society of orders more easily controlled,
accommodated the Indian village communities, with their recognised
caciques, than the free-floating population of castas found both in
newer commercial centres and in the backlands, When the imperial
authorities were challenged by the creole aristocracy they would appeal
both to pardos and to the loyal Indian communities, with their
privileged caciques, but in doing so they themselves put at risk the
ultimate coherence of the imperial order.

The first tentative steps towards autonomy or independence were not
made until the metropolis was paralysed by the Napoleonic invasion.,
The ‘empire did not encounter serious internal opposition until s
metropolis was already occupied and impotent. The creole aristocracy 4

3

Spaniards and white creoles on the one hand and the subjugated Indians I /

~criollgs

S

contained and

fear of the Indians and the castas
beneath them and partly because mining,

Sector, both depended upon and could sus
nd military establishment.
Prior to the French invasion of Spain in 1808 Napoleon captured
h - Spanish monarch and persuaded him to abdicate in favour of Joseph
aparte. For a time resistance to the invaders was co-ordinated by a
Sentral junta which refused to recognise the Bourbon abdication and
epted alliance with Britain, French advances in 1809-10 dispersed
Nta and forced it 1o appeal to all parts of the kingdom to organise
OwWn resistance, Loyalist forces retreated to the enclave around
a1z thelcouncil based on Cadiz, which continued to claim jurisdiction
Spanish America, was naturally attentive to the interests of this

the most dynamic economicégl
tain an imperial bureaucracy§ ‘
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historic monopoly entrepét. Liberals gained the upper hand in €a
% they established a constitutional regency, Convoﬁéa‘if“ligwégrté‘m"-
-.s ; <laborated the constitution of 1812, Spanish America was .
d repfigfltﬁl0nmbg,twllQLAD..QHIPQ,L£JQQ~LQ\‘Q,9}?U_lj}\f!QPj resident pen;
la7es"were to vote but not those with African blood. Some Mex
delegates opposed these arrangements, which aimed to keep-c
representations in a permanent minority. These same deleg:
advocated the ending of slavery; some Spanish liberals responde
\ proposing qbolmon of the slave trade. All such proposals faile
! created a stir none the less.

News of the events in Spain encouraged the municipalities of
American provinces to take their fate into their own hands. The Spanis

v American juntas had nothing to fear from the French and were n
A l 13 €fer to the Liberals in Cadiz. To begin with the Spanish
American juntas declared that their aim was simply to uphold the

<
e

legitimate rights of Fernando VII, pending his restoration. These juntas
were based in the first instance on existing institutions, though those
which aspired to self-government or freer trade usually convoked a

cabildo abierto or meeting open to leading men in the province. In some
fcases the juntas werc dominated by creole interests with autonomist
¢ pretensions; in others members of the colonial establishment concerned
¢ to defend metropolitan interests predominated.
" The defence of the rights of the Bourbon dynasty was, in itself, an
/ eminently conservative cause. The imperial establishment in Havana,
Peru and Mexico proved sufficiently strong to contain the autonomist
impulse of the colonial population, though not without a stiff struggle
in Mexico and significant concessions in the case of Cuba. In Peru and
Upper Peru there were still lively memories of the great Indian uprising
of Tupac Amaru in the 1780s and this helps to explain the ease with
which Spanish officials retained control there. In Havana a pro-
independence conspiracy led by Juan Aponte, a free Negro, was swiftly
suppressed; on the other hand, the flouting of trade restrictions by
kCuban merchants and hacendados was ignored by Spanish officials.’

e

Gran Colombia

Venezuela, with the largest concentration of slaves in mainland Spanish
America, was to be the principal battle ground in the first phase of the
independence struggle. The news of developments in Spain led to the
emergence of a creole-dominated junta in Caracas in_April 1810.
" Venezuela became the st province declare its independence in July
- {1811. This declaration reflected the growing influence in Caracas of a
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acquired arms; they acted in concert with the royalist forces conve
on Caracas, without necessarily sharing their objective of resto
metropolitan authority. Besieged by a motley coalition of opponet
failing to establish a sufficiently broad social base and weakened }
~ terrible earthquake, the first Venezuelan Republic collapsed after o
B %‘year‘ Republican determination was also sapped by news of
R@_ﬂgﬁgﬁgﬁion of the liberal 1812 constitution by the Cortes in Cadj
The Republicanscapitulated on condition that the perSons 3nd proper
of their supporters would be respected. The restored colonial regim
itself lacked authority or unity of purpose and the terms of th
capitulation proved difficult to observe. Bands of pardos and escapin

j—

"4 %an Republican forces continued to hold out in some areas.

e

y “including along the border with New Granada.® 2

In 1813 Simon Bolivar, one of the younger republican partisans, led
a daring new republican advance from Cartagena to Caracas. The

Second Republic was proclaimed.in January.1814. Bolivar urged that a
‘terrible power’ was needed to crush the Spaniards and overcome
republican disunity. Bolivar offered more vigorous leadership, based on
accentuating the potential conflict of Americans against the Peninsular
Spanish, and diminishing all sources of division_amongst the creoles
themselves. Bolivar met the often arbitrary and cruel repression of the
colonial authorities with the declaration of a ‘war to death’ against
Spaniards based on an explicit double standard: any Spaniard who
‘refused to give positive support was liable to execution while creoles
_would be treated leniently, even if they had colluded with the Spanish
‘authorities. Bolivar was himself a leading member of the creole

aristocracy, but he was willing to proclaim a sweeping civic equality for

all those of free American Birth:"BUt egalitarian proclamations could
not immediately dispel the identification of the republican cause with
the white creole elite, nor save the Second Republic from the fate of the
First. Bolivar did not have the military or political apparatus to give
reality to his social programmes and proclamations; the column with
which he had reconquered Caracas was less than a thousand strong.
The clash between Republicans and royalists allowed the bands of
fugitive slaves and free-lance pardos to act on their own account,
making ad hoc alliances where necessary. The creole aristocracy failed
to throw its united weight behind the Republic but its strength was
sufficiently imposing to deter the republican forces from appealing to
the slaves or pardos against it.

The royalists had also attracted the support of some of the military
chiefs of the plains cattlemen, the llaneros; the republican cause was

doomed unless 1t ould win the support of the formidable horsemen of
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the llano. The First Republic had unwisely issued decrees, the
ordenanzas del llano, which sought to impose tidy juridical concepts of
private property on the grasslands and cattle herds of the interior. The
(llaneros, many of whom were men of cololf) felt little in common with
the”Status and property-conscious mantuanos, as the white criollo
proprietors of Caracas were called. Some of the llanero columns were
led by ,pﬁlﬁg@gigﬁrl__égﬁgﬂi immigrants, such as the legendary royalist
commanders Tomas Boves and Tomis Morales; Boves was a petty
merchant from Andalucia who established himself as the chief of a large
force drawn from both llaneros of the interior and pardos of the coastal
region; Morales, a Canary Islander, became one of Boves’s principal
lieutenants. Yet royalist influence among the llaneros was not deep-
rooted and many Southern caudillos had no wish to see a strong
imperial authority. The eruption of slave resistance further- complicated
the picture. Some slave-owners had the resources to retain authority in
the main zone of plantation agriculture; there were slaves who thought
life safer if they stuck to the cacao groves, or who were unwilling to
abandon family attachments, but those who wished to escape had more
opportunities to do so. Columns of pardos or fugitive slaves roamed
throughout the_countryside and would happily plunder the towns and
the rich, even if they did not always see the need to generalise slave
insurrections. A veritable social explosion sent the republican forces
reeling in 1814 and favoured an anomalous victory for the royalist

~cause. An irregular armed force of 19,000 men, mainly llaneros and \
- pardos, returned Venezuela to loyalism just ar the moment when an

effective monarchist regime was restored in the Peninsula.”
With the ending of hostilities in the Peninsula Fernando VI

imperial authority in the ‘Améncas: Bolivar had withdrawn to New|
ranada {Colombia) towardsthe end of 1814 and in the foliowing year
iled for Jamaica in order to rethink the strategy of liberation and re-
oup the republican forces. Other partisans of independence retreated

the backlands. Pablo Morillo, a Spanish general who had
inguished himself in the war against the French, arrived in
ezuela with 10,500 troops to reinforce the restored monarchical
nd colonial regime. Morillo was disconcerted by the extent of
truction and by the “loyalist’ forces from whom he was to take over.
€ Spanish official observed that the war against the Republicans had |
_,,,,,. d the pardos: he noted that this experience had produced |
L0the loyal ones (pardos) a very mistaken idea of the :
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pursued several white officers and killed others . . . so that one ca
that the idea of a war of colours has become widespread.’® Motil
force Was-tatge ehotigh t6 overawe the irregulars. The death of Bovi
in one of the last engagements with the Republicans probably mad;
easier for Morillo to establish his authority. While he speedily
conquered most of New Granada his administration always confront
severe problems in Venezuela itself. Some of the 19,000 irregular tro ps-
were sent to New Granada, while most of the remainder were ordere
to disband. Many former royalist partisans found that it made senge tg.
téam up with the rémnants of the patriot resistance. T

The restoration of the old order meant the restoration of official
caste discriminations and attempts to rehabilitate the power of masters
over their slaves. This might have gratified white creole proprietors but

many of them also felt the heavy hand of Spanish repression, often

administrated by despised plebian officials or immigrants from the
Canary Islands or the Basque country. Morillo, acutely short of finances
and supplies, resorted to a policy of wholesale sequestration of estates

Do owned by patriots; amongst the, 205 haciendas seized from 1071 Fifftfies

_were 110 cacao groves, 41 sugar plantations and 29 coffee plantations.
These estates yielded 912,000 pesos to the royal Tréasury m 181516 -
a considerable sum though by no means large enough to cover the needs

.of Morillo’s army. The fiinning or leasing of these estates gave_the
colonial regime and military a quite direct stake in slavery. The Spanish
authorities in Venezuela also imposed~“forced loans and sent urgent
requests for money to the Intendancy in Cuba. Though imperial
authority was successfully restored in Mexico, and had not been
strongly challenged in Peru, the events of 1808—14 had completely
disrupted the mining economy and the flow of silver across the Atfantie:

The complex arrangements for the extraction, transport and taxation of

specie were difficult to reassemble; security whether on land or at sea
was appallingly bad. In thé meantime the empire was afflicted by severe
fiscal crisis and Spanish commanders were driven to extortionate levies
which ¢6iild only narrow the basis of their local suppore. The Captaincy
General of Cuba, with its flourishing plantation economy and absence
of armed contflict, was in a more fortunate position. It served as a place
of refuge for royalist émigrés and a base for the resupply of the forces
-on the mainland. The loyalty of the Cuban oligarchy was encouraged in
1817 and 1818 by suspension of the tobacco monopoly; plantation
development was favoured by the import of 10,000~20,000 slaves a
year and by a decree which converted traditional encomiendas into
freely alienable “tanded ~property. The Havana -authorities began
rémittifig large sums of cash to the Spanish authorities on the mainland;
with the rapid advance of
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from Haiti bringing men and supplies to the coast and islan
Venezuela, !!

Bolivar henceforth adopted a policy of military
urged a more general emancipation policy oﬁf?mﬂitﬁry
colleagues. For their part the Spanish authorities still had pardo militia
and as many as 2,000 slaves, or former slaves, fought in the

/ iKing for permission to Anmal all"caste discrimination. The republican

commitment to civic equali a y.acqui : :
ent to civic equality gradually acquired a_degree of substance

and credibility as mestizos and pardos were confirmed in positions of

responsibility and command. On the other hand, many republican
leaders, while prepared to welcome into their columns tm
sfaves of royalist proprietors, did not feel thart
expropriate the property of‘}za%trigt slavewﬁp‘rﬁ. Concern for the rights
of the patriot sIaveRolder was to prove a major restraint, though one
which could be partially neutralised, in the case of adult male slaves, by
“appeal to the r_gBG‘BFEEE“”EF@ggli of universal_liability. to- military
jservice. T T
—At a time when the property and persons of all able-bodied male
scitizens were liable to conscription, it was difficult to argue that Patriot-
‘jowned male slaves should remain apart ir% népure fvate s her
very able-bodied citizen was expected to Contr By beration
ffort, why should slaves be exempt? And if a man’s horse or cattle
fGOWUJsiL.b.e,L;Qm!BéD ered, why not _his ”S_Klgxe?“:rhgkﬁgéa?xb? the struggle
against the occupying army frequently dictated obligatory recruitment.
The_republican authorities sometimes allowed proprietors to offer a
{ﬂiv«gj as_a substituie, just as others might be allowed to buy themselves
out of military service. If such procedures failed to produce enough
recruits then republican chiefs proceeded simply to impress those who
had failed to enlist and to demand a levy from slave-owners of one in
five or one in ten of their slave crews. Masters whose slaves had been
commandeered in this way could claim compensation from the
republican authorities — the latter was usually given in the form of
public bonds or title to public lands. As may be imagined these
proceedings were rarely as elevated as the rhetoric with which
Republicans celebrated their commitment to anti-slavery; nevertheless
they. did have anti-slavery consequences. The slaves enrolled were
promised manumission; perhaps only a minority survived the dangerous
career of the patriot soldier, but some escaped and very few were ever
re-enslaved. T o 4 k
In Bolivar’s absence republican resistance had developed in many
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parts of Venezuela’s huge territory, under the leadership of local f

. R h . . w‘ [ s
caudillos strongly committed to regional interests and regional auton-
e —aa

omy; they ignored or flouted schemes or decrees they found elaborate
or inconvenient, whether these were favourable or unfavourable to
slave proprictors. The arrival of Bolivar’s expedition helped to focus
revolt and furnish it with a leadership and strategy; however, the
strength of the Spanish garrison in the coastal region eventually led
Bolivar and the main republican forces to..withdraw to the interior ;

where contact was made with sympathetic llanero commanders. Bolivar
used his military authority to decree the liberty of slaves in Cartpano
and some other coastal districts; some slaves were recruited but the
decrees could subsequently be countermanded by patriot planters of
the region. The allies and supporters Bolivar was to find along the
upper reaches of the Orinoco, Apure and Meta were quite disposed to
challenge the property rights of slaveholders, indeed some of them were
fugitive slaves. Bolivar decreed that all the slaves of Guayana and Apure |
were free; ir!.Ehﬁ?li‘lﬂ&{ﬁbﬁ@*"X?}.”E.,Ll.Q.tED.Qi!gQS,.La_,\,{Qh.QI,d.er.S Lo contradict *
him. » )

~ Bolivar saw dangers as well as advantages in the new balance of
social forces within the republican camp. He opposed what he saw as
tendencies favouring pardocrdcia, _g@p&&ﬁdb’&l@gi@l‘?fﬂﬁbjih rule by }
the castas woulfimgil:sgl_qc‘:q rule by whites. General Piar, a prominentl
republican pardo, was tried and executed, charged with insubordination
and encouraging people of colour to organise separately and against the
whites; however, equally insubordinate white generals, such as Marino,
were not so severely dealt with.!? Though Piar had promoted people of
colour, he does not seem to have urged a more radical anti-slavery

e

e

i

policy than did Bolivar. Bolivar’s hostility to pardocrdcia was no doubt
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1810 and been introduced to Wilberforce by Miranda. The Congress

. —————
{ Angostura elected Bolivar as President but was unenthusiastic aboyg the
Liberator’s espousal of abolition and of British constitutional formg

The Congress gave Bolivar the authority he needed to drive oyt the
Spanish; as commander he could continue with a sweeping policy of =
i military manumission. But Venezuela’s political leaders refused to .
; declare any immediate or general emancipation of the slaves: such 5
policy, they feared, would push slave-owners into the royalist camp,
unleash the uncontrollable forces of servile and racial revolt, and bring
few more recruits to the revolutionary armies than a policy of selective -

5
i and controlled manumission. The freeing of royalist-owned slaves who
; had fought in the forces of liberation was confirmed, but patriot
i
; enabled them to block, or limit, the conscription of slaves.
In the year following Angostura Bolivar and Péez pushed back
Spanish power in Venezuela and undertook major operations in New
_y Granada. B,olivasi&f,gr«cmf;s were not large and prevailed by virtue of swift
+ ;| and bold moves across vast distances: the Tayer of pardos and former
| ggﬁ?“ﬁwmg?ﬂ%ﬁ—mw‘%?ﬁetimes proved more willing to
\ undertake such operations than localistic white creoles. After crossing
¥ the Andes Bolivar defeated the Spanish at the Battle of Boyaca (August
1819), opening the path to the viceregal capital of Bogota and enabling
him to unite the free territories of Venezuela and New in the
Republic of Gran Colombia. The patriot forces in ranada had
maintained a stubborn resistance to Spain without achieving even the
degree of coherence and unity which first Miranda and then Bolivar had
imposed on Venezuela. Cartagena had established its own semi-
autonomous coastal Republic with the help of the privateers. A patriot
1 government had been established in the mining region of Antioquia in
| 1813-14 and one of the patriot leaders, J.F. Restrepo, had promulgated
S a ‘free. womb’ decree. But divisions within the patriot ranks and
‘sporadic advances by the Spanish forces seem to have deprived this
decree of other than symbolic significance. The Patriots of New
Granada found it easier to unite in support of Bolivar than to recognise
one of their own number as chief of the revolution. The arrival of
" Bolivar’s forces in 1819 was generally -acclaimed, though there was
some resistance to the policy of military manumission. When the
columns of Bolivar’s Granadan lieutenant, Francisco de Paula
Santander, reached the gold mining region of the Cauca, Bolivar urged
on him sweeping military manumission, but Santander was anxious not
to alienate the proprietors of the region. Bolivar pointed out that t

identify _their own f; th thlica, Making use of bad as
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well as good arguments he argued that if slaves were not allowed to die
for their country then the African element would loom larger in the
population when the war was over — as was happening, he suggested, in
Venezuela. However, the slave-owners resisted the conscription of their
chattels and Santander remained unwilling to use the necessity of war to
impose manumission. Bolivar himself sought to encourage patriot
slave-owners by freeing all the remaining slaves on his
the number of about a hundred, in 182013

Spanish resistance in South America was greatly weakened in 1820
when a large expeditionary force gathered at Cadiz refused to embark
for the New World and instead demanded the return of the
constitution of 1812. Liberal politicians and military dominated the
Madrid government until “the French intervention of 1823, whichl
restored full power to Fernando VIL. The Spanish Liberals had little
grasp of the nature of the conflict in America. They gave Spanish
Americans representation in the Cortes and offered an armistice to
those fighting for independence. Their ambition was to r eria
unity. General Morillo was still in command of the Spanish force
in Venezuela and New Granada. Short of men, Morillo offere
Spanish Qtizensm all blacks and par@in_\_y:bugwml_dwﬁg_}y_”i v
his army. As ordered he negotiated a_truce with the Republicans,
&MQQPS provolst'f_gwgiﬂisg_r‘:;ly,__a,&gi_y_ﬁoutrage in the Spanish camp.
The truce “allowedRepublicans openly “to "Canvass their views. In
‘Maracaibo, still nominally controlled by Spain, local authorities
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- some Liberals did sympathise with abolitionism. A Manumission Law -
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the living to languish in bondage. In deference to this plea the law ;
set up Manumission Boards, financed by locally administered inj;
ance taxes, with the power to buy the freedom of slaves from d
Owners_l4 e e e =

While it remained to be seen whether the local proprietors wou
make effective use of this legislation_ U
Cucuta certainly}ggggﬁgygg he Sc rican ith anti-slay,
By contrast the Liberal authorities in Madrid continued to upho
slavery as a strategic imperial interest. Though they made concession
many areas they could not afford to endorse any measures again
slavery — (;q,bggw_r‘gg)ittanggs ran at $3.2 million in the years 18202
In 1822 Madrid could—eveh appear more solicitious of slavehold
interests than Fernando VII had been in 1814; it sent its America
representatives a warning that the delicate institution of slavery shoulc
be respected at all costs. This warning was the more necessary since

\ was vainly proposed to the Cortes by, ironically enough, a Cuban -

“delegate elected by the radical menu peuple of Havana; the same man
unsuccessfuly pleaded for colonial self-government.!’

The patriot victory at Carabobo had confined Spain’s forces in New
Granada and Venezuela to a few coastal strongpoints. But most of Peru,
Upper Peru and Ecuador remained in Spanish hands. Republican action
against slavery tended to be associated with military operations,
creating, as they did, a pressure for manumission. In mobilising for the
liberation of Ecuador Bolivar was forced to order particularly heavy
levies of the slave population of Colombia, since many llaneros were
unwilling to follow him so far from_their native ‘habitat; as always

desertions and illness had taken a far higher toll of the patriot ranks
than bartle casualties. In José Antonio de Sucre Bolivar found a
lieutenant willing to brush aside the complaints of the slave-owners.

Revolution in the Southern Cone

The independence movements of the River Plate region faced a less
formidable Spanish power than had the liberation forces in Venezuela
but encountered grave problems by virtue of their own disparity. The
impulse to creole self-assertion had been revealed in 1806—7 when the
militia, including pardo detachments, had acquitted itself well in
defeating the expedition of the British Admiral Popham. In May 1810 a
creole-dominated Assembly in Buenos Aires established an autonomous

junta there. After a fierce struggle the junta was taken over by a radical

350

“age of twe
¢ paymcn[ an
: years. Su
‘and

the territory he
angered the Brazilians and some of the c

Spanish Americc

on led by Rivadavia. One ot the}\:vay(;
~,lled its ascendancy was to pubh‘s ade

servative and monarchist forces enjo
th C(})anms of Buenos Aires, many of wh‘or
merclave trade. In February 1813 a Co
bg X ai de vientres, namely freedom ff)r th
i == supulated that ‘the childrer
i in the house of their masters (¢
nty’. Until the age of fifteen the .
d should be paid one peso a
bsequent decrees made provision
libertos. The Assembly also .decreed tl
of the United Provinces wou

must rema

Assembly did not declare for complete
certainly' concerned to establish th? author
reaching self-government. The antl—slAavery
time when it was known thgt anti-slav
proposed to the Cortes at Cadiz. The Ass
own credentials in this field and, as a_Buen
immortalise the ‘first instants (356 its I
offending against property rights.. .
This cautious method of enacting aboh!
of the 15,000 or so slaves of Buenos Aires
urged the slaves to blame Spaniards for h:
state from which no decree could reall
become another’s personal property.
Assembly to adopt one further meas
implications, namely the COnSCrlpFlOr:70
service with the revolutionary armies. D
proportion of their male sl.a.ves of mi
completion of five years’ military servi
would be legally free. In May 1813 the A
7 and 8, comprised of over a thousanq
Aires; in 1816 the coloured battalio
compulsory purchase of 576 slaves of ¢
could avoid military service byA contr
proprietor might then be enrolled inarm
light, local police duties. The regiments d
hard to fill and not infrequently vagal
drafted into them. Unless they had some
were vulnerable to arbitrary military ir
regarded as particularly acceptable recr

351



rthrow of Colonial Slavery

yndage. In deference to this Pl?a thedlziir\;vh:rl?:
ds, financed by locally admlmstercf: et
er to buy the freedom of slaves from
e seen whether the lo;al. proprietors W(Zlu;c:
legislation the ng,gllllmon¢iwwm}_a§§ La
Uh&&g?hﬁ“&iﬁﬁﬁ{!ﬁﬁ&%&yﬂwgﬂq.._m,_,“hély(i
wthorities in Madrid continued to uphol
ial interest. Though they made concessions in
ot afford to endorse any measuresgg%m;;t
ces ran at $3.2 million'lp.the yearsll ! _id .
véh appear more sohcmous of s j\ve older
/11 had been in 1814, it sent its m‘f}:lnceig
that the delicate institution of slavery s ou
This warning was the more necessary SIl‘nCe
aise with abolitionism. A Manumxssmg baw
the Cortes by, ironically enough, a Cuban
lical menu peuple of Havlana; the same man
ial self-government. _ .
;(;laobn(ilo hadgconﬁned -Spain's torcefs u; IE%W
a few coastal strongpoints. But most o ~e'mr;
emained in Spanish hands..Republlcan actio
o be associated with military operations,

sssure for manumission. In mol?ihsm]g f(})]ratl‘:e
ivar was forced to order particularly fverz
tion of Colombia, sin;e many llaqugim;;
so far from_their native habitat; as a anl);s?
“faken a far higher toll of theApatrl?t ;d :
| José Antonio de Sucre Bolivar fou <
| aside the complaints of the slave-owners.

iern Cone

ients of the River Plate reglon‘fai;:dn:m:cs
than had the liberatiop forces in ei 1
yblems by virtue of thelr. own dlssa;;);l p
rtion had been revealed in 1806— P
detachments, had acquitted lts;/1a he
" the British Admiral Popham. In tg’nom
v in Buenos Aires established an abu’ o
;truggle the junta was taken over Dy .

350

“implications,
- service with the revolution
_Proportion of their
~ completion of fye years’

‘would be legally free. In May 1813 the Assembly establishe

light, loca] police duties, The re

Spanish America

faction led by Rivadavia. One of the ways in which Rivadavi

a’s group
signalled its ascendancy was to publish a decree against the s

ave trade;

must remain in the house of their masters (

pbatrones) until they reach the
age of twenty’,

Until the age of fifteen the liberto was to work without
i month during the next five

at any slaves introduced to
the territory of the United Provinces would be free, a provision that
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time when it was known that anti-slave trade measures had been

proposed to the Cortes at Cadiz. The Assembly wished ro establish its
own credentials in this field and, as a Buenos Ajres news
immortalise the ‘first instants of
offending against property rights.’!®
This cautious method of enacting abolition meant that the condition
of the 15,000 or so slaves of Buenos Aires had not been altered,; patriots
urged the slaves to blame Spaniards for having reduced them to a legal
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become another’s personal  property. Military necessity led the
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imposed on non-slave-owning Spaniards; they were required cither
buy a slave for the army or ro pay $200.'% o

The provinces of the interior were eager to shake off colonial e by
were anxious that Buenos Aires should not replace Spain as the pe

metropolis and arbiter of their commerce. These provinces wished o
regulate their own trade with the outside world and not suffer dictation

from the merchants and officials of Buenos Aires. The resistance of th
interior provinces was both geographically and politically heterg

geneous; some caudillos resented the anti-slavery measures of the :
Assembly of 1813, others, more responsive to the large pardol:'"
population, proved willing to go further. The gaucho leader Artigas first -
urged the need for a federation of autonomous states and then led
armed defiance of both Spain and of the porteios. Artigas and his
followers in the Banda Oriental (nucleus of the future Uruguay)

maintained their independence with great difficulty; in 1817 they
reached a separate commercial agreement with British consular officials.
Artigas was himself a caudillo who originally enjoyed the support of
fellow estancieros, the large cartle-ranchers. But in the course of
sustaining his challenge he proposed swingeing taxation of the wealthy
and a more radical approach to slave emancipation than that adopted
by the Congress of 1813,

The Reglamento provisorio issued by Artigas in 1815 proclaimed the
confiscation of royalist property and the distribution of land to all those
willing to work it, specifically including the mulattos and former
slaves. A contemporary noted:

There is no doubt a considerable fermentation has been excited amongst the
slaves by his proclamations, and it is extremely probable very many of them
will escape and join his army. ... The general feeling amongst people of
property, not only on this side of the River Plate bur also on the opposite
one, is against Artigas, whose popularity, although considerable, is entirely
confined to the lower orders of the community.'”

The radical approach pursued by Artigas led the Portuguese authorities
in Brazil to combine with the forces of Buenos Aires against him. Other
caudillos of the interior failed to support him and he was eventually
obliged to withdraw, defeated, to Paraguay in 1820.

However, the vigour with which Artigas had fought nourished a
sense of American independence and impressed the military in Buenos
Aires, whose leaders had repeatedly failed to extend the revolution to
Upper Peru and who had given ground to the Portuguese in the struggle
to maintain the misnamed ‘United Provinces’ of the River Plate. The
United Provinces had not declared their independence until 1816 and
were subsequently stuck in a mainly defensive posture, resisting royalist
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expeditions from Upper Peru. So long as Spanish power remained
entrenched in the Andes the independence of the fractious provinces of
the River Plate could not be secure, nor could they have much hope of

recovering land lost
The forces
dence in the south,

to royalist Brazil.

and strategy needed to consolidate American indepen-

and to advance upon the Spanish forces in Peru,

were assembled by Gq‘ncﬂra‘l,]Qsé,_Sﬁ@;g‘"Martiqz leader of the Army of the
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liberate Chile and advance up the coast to Lima,
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600,000 of whom were Indians, living in communities subject to the

labour levy of the mita; some 300,000 mestizos were mainly
concentrated in the mining regions and urban centres of the Andes, or
in regions of subsistence agriculture adjacent to them; about 40,000
slaves and 40,000 free blacks and mulattos furnished the principal
menial labour force in Lima and the coastal lowlands. Though creoles
greatly predominated among the 140,000 or so whites, \,,fe?erf,‘,Ih?
Irgigx‘rg_agd,‘,‘Inesrizos,‘made them hesitant to support the independence

movement. Following the grear . onvul 011780, led by Tupuc
Amaru, there had been further more localised outbreaks of Indian
revolt. Tupac Amard had declared an e to personal bondage, thoigh
sIives were rare in the Andean region — there were said to be 300 blacks
in Cuzco some of whom joined Tupac Amard. When the ‘free Indi
of Lacamarca rose in rebellion in 1806 th
project to turn them into mitayos and yanaconas — the lacter being the
Inca term for slave. However, the landowners of Pery had no real
prospect of turning Indian villagers into chattel slaves — their true
was to subordinate them rto pertodic forced labour and to reduce all
Indians to a uniform degree of dependence, cancelling out a]
concessions extended to particular communities in the course of past
conflicts. >

With the aid of a Chilean fleet commanded by
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The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery

the only sizeable territories controlled by Spain in South America
their defence was vital to the empire’s prospects of survival. Amg
the measures taken by the new Viceroy was the conscription of 1,500
slaves to strengthen the depleted royalist garrison; the owners of g
slaves were promised compensation while the slaves themselves wa
promised manumission at the end of six years’ service.

Despite the promises given by La Serna, his action in conscripti
slaves was disturbing to the hacendados of the region and was a factor
in encouraging some of them to side with San Martin’s expeditionary
force. San Martin’s forces entered Lima in July 1821 and severa
thousand citizens signed a declaration of independence for Peru a few

days later. San Martin was declared Protector of the new state. In the

e

y following month the new  authiotities

joffer manumission to all slaves prepared to fight against Spain. The
‘restraint of San Martin and the revolutionary junta reflected the
continuing importance they attached to winning the support of the

Peruvian oligarchy. The junta was somewhat bolder in its declarations
concerning the Indian tribute, announcing its abolition in August 1821;
the Indian levy was a fiscal instrument whose suppression created a
problem-for.the treasury rather than property-holders 2~

The Spanish garrison successfully held oiit in “Callao, Lima’s port,
and prevented the liberation army from consolidating their coastal
bridgehead. San Martin’s forces suffered illness and demoralisation. In

November 1821 the revolutionary authorities offered freedom to the
slaves of Spaniards who were willing to fight for the new nation, but
not to similarly disposed slaves belonging to Patriots. Threatened with a
royalist advance on Lima, the Republicans organised a slave militia; San
Martin declared that twenty-five members of this force, chosen by lot,
would be manumitted after payment of compensation to their owners.
But despite such restraint the ragged conflict between Spanish and
republican forces promoted the disintegration of the slave regime.
Slaves were recruited on an ad hoc_basis by commanders ‘whose
columns had been thinned by illness; and, of course, the disruption of
war allowed slaves to escape.-

“In a number of the early Republics the quickly changing political
contflict led to the successive enactment of laws or constitutions which
“contradicted one another. In none did the somersaults follow one
another so swiftly as in Peru, at least so far as slavery was concerned.
Threatened by royalist successes the conservative Peruvian leader the
Marquis of Torre Tagle, a member of San Martin’s administration and
himself a large landowner, at last consented on April 11th 1822 to
decree a general levy of slaves, taking one-fifth of those in the towns
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drawn up. Two weeks later, on April 25th, the same official decreed 2
Retraccién de manumisiones; the military situation had improved and
doubtless the hacendados had made their opposition clear. A similar
comedy was repeated the next year, with a sweeping manumission
decree issued in January being revoked on March 1st. Nevertheless,

men of colour, many of them former slaves. Thengmbgsqf\v&h ey
criollos volunteerin -to liberate Peru was ver disappointing. The frec | -
blacks—formed itfo ;Batallo;/??e %Cfﬁ}?}é?wpf%%&?w%e‘re more
responsive. The Indian pg’p‘g‘lg;iggsv»O‘f,,_.thg,‘:‘altiplano remained bothy /~
geographically anH’"'fféTiiically beyond the rdfge of the liberation}\
movement. Free-lance montoneros infiltrated the Andean provinces
from Argentina as wel] as the Peruvian coast; but the Indian
communities were as likely to harass as to welcome these guerrillas,
some of whom acted as predators rather than liberators. The Spanish
eventually evacuated Callao bur No progress was made against [a
Serna’s main forces, which continued to hold the interior where the
bulk of Peru’s population lived.?”

The cautious Peruvian strategy of liberation contrasted with the
victories of Bolivar and Sucre in Colombia and Ecuador. Colombian
forces occupied Quito, tollowing Sucre’s victory at Pichincha in May
1822. Bolivar enjoyed executive power in Ecuador and was abje to
enrol and manumir those slaves he deemed suitable for his army. San
Martin sought o persuade Bolivar to assume leadership of the
revolution in Pery at the celebrated conference of Guayaquil in July
1822 failing to do so he withdrew, leaving the way clear for the
Northern Liberator, In March and April 1823 Bolivar assi
army, commanded by Sucre, to march to the assistance of the
disintegraring forces of liberation in Peru. Bolivar himself arrived in
IMa in September. By .a_decree of February 1824 the Peruvian /
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; quasi-independent  royalist
Me in Upper Pery was brought down in April 1825 and the
Maining outposts of Spanish resistance surrendered within the year.
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The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery

In the meantime the Republic of Chile had moved to suppres
slavery, though not under the leadership of O’Higgins. Chile’s firs
Director Supremo was forced to resign in 1823. He had committed the
country’s scant resources to the Peruvian conflict without achieving an
decisive result. Indeed the manifest deterioration of the position of th
liberation forces in Peru in 1822-3 greatly alarmed p

atriot opinion

~ had been alienated by his suppression of titles and attempt to abolish
mayorazgo (entail). The more liberal patriots were opposed tg
O’Higgins’s dictatorial style and to his refusal to sanction the military

author of this decree was a lawyer and veteran patriot leader, Jos¢
Miguel Infante. The Chilean Emancipation Law, more radical than any

adopted in North America, was unanimously endorsed by the Senate at
a ume when it was at loggerheads with the new Director Supremo or
chief of state, General Ramén Freire. Doubtless the Senate, and the
Liberal politicians who now controlled it, saw the slave question as one
which would embarrass Freire and his Minister of Government,
Mariano de Egana, a Liberal who had always proclaimed abolitionist
convictions. Freire and Egana informed the Senate that they could not
accept an emancipation decree that did not indemnify slave-owners for
the loss of their property. Bur the Senate, aware of the strength of
patriotic and popular opinion on which it could count, maintained that
emancipation should be accompanied by no compensation. In July 1823
the new Director Supremo and his Government Minister gave way,
though the latter issued ‘tegulations’ which stipulated that slaves could
only obtain their freedom by regi ering with the police, when they
would have to prove that they had a job or were ‘properly married. The
office of the Supreme Director received two protests against the
abolition of slavery: one from a group of respectable women
complaining that the law would cause unhappiness and insubordination
amongst domestic slaves; the other supposedly from 200 slaves arguing
that they did not want to lose the protection and welfare afforded to
them by their masters. However, these were the last attempts to defend
slavery in Chile.

Both because of the small number of slaves affected and because of
the lack of compensation, Chilean abolition might be compared to
emancipation in Massachusetts; but the fact that it was openly
legislated by the government, rather than smuggled in the back-door by
judicial decision, gave it a more radical and clear-cut character. The
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+ O’Higgins was also opposed by members of the landed aristocracy who -

manumission of slaves. However, the motley coalition of urban Liberals
and provincial caudillos who ejected O’Higgins found difficulty in©
constructing a successor regime. A Constitutional Convention was
held at which a call was made to emancipate all slaves; the chief
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Chilean treasury wgghcg(_hgggtﬁqgﬁuggg_‘j\g o _position to fund compensa- .
tion for the “sl‘a_h{ggyy“ggvs; Expropriation” of “the Jatter was  widely
accepted both because many other proprietors had been taxed for the
war effort and becagse Chile’s few thousand slaves worked as
domcstiq;qu_)_lgss_i they were onscripted into ¢ .armed forces
‘admittedly a probable fate for those of military age — they Wé?g"ﬁr@l}' to
of their masters who would suffer no reg] loss.

remain in the service
Slavery lacked economic weight and slaveholding was 4 minor source of

wealth even for most slaveholders. Nevertheless, Chilean ¢mancipation
was a striking patriotic gesture and facilitated recruitment to the army
and navy of those who had been protected from conscription by thejr
slave status.?®

Some de facto slaveholding may hav
years after 1823, certainly it survived for
controlled parts of the national territory, notably the ott-shore island of
Chiloé, whose surrender completed the liberation of South America in
January 1826. The republican commitmen to abolition was to pe
retterated in basic documents over the next decade. Even the
authoritarian and paternalist constitution ‘proposed by Juan Egana, son
of the previous sovernment Minister, in December 1823 confirmed that
there could be no slaves in Chile. For 4 few years Chilean political life
was dominated by struggles within the oligarchv. The diverse factions
of Liberal pipiolos (novices), Conservative pelucones (bigwigs) and
Liberal—ConservatJve estanqueros (state contractors) or 0'higginistas
were agreed in upholding both the formal freedom of 4 citizens and
the rea] subordination of the mass of exploited peasantry. While the
lam‘“ohgarchy was largely white the peasant mquilinos and peones
were mostly coloured, Byt no faction supported the restoration of ,

system or the reinstirution of slavery. A mulatto officer
José Romero, was promoted
of the Batallsy, Civico in 1830 and ‘was subsequently
honorary post with the Chamber of Deputies. The
ibera] Constitution of 1828 and the Conservative Constitution of
833 both reiterated thar there Were no - slaves in Chile, The
‘lberal/patrioric mterlude of 1823-9 had Iegislativcly discredited and
EStroyed Slaveholding; with the succeeding Conservative regime the
Untry’s compace size permitted the creation of a governmen of
ater Competence, Integration and authority than was to be found in
other succession states of South America. The suppression of slavery
?mc a .faCt as well ¢ of 1823 and its subsequent
ﬁfm?flons made Chile the first properly  constituted Spanish

epublic ¢ abolish slavery outright.*?
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triumphs by proposing new anti-slavery measures in neighboroug
Peru and Bolivia. The Liberator’s objective was to establish authg;
tive government not to embark on some universal crus
slavery; indeed prior to the Congress of Panam
1t quite clear that,_Sonsl()ljdgri:()pin South America would take prio
over attempts to spread the revolution to §

Caribbean.?*

The Post-Independence Settlement in South America

The victories of Bolivar and Sucre gave them enormous prestige and
appeared to make them the arbiters of the nations they had liberated,
Bolivar recommended a constitution for Peru and laws for Bolivia that
~would inaugurate a programme of extensive slave manumission. He
.saw the survival of slavery as a derogation of proper sovereignty, a
‘mark of primitiveness and parochialism. Abolitionist measures would
help to assert a new American civic ideal based on the rejection of caste
distinctions. and:od'i(r)us “discriminations. While he did not favour
immediate, outright emancipation, he did urge the new states to fund
manumission boards which would arrange for the systematic freeing of
slaves. In the aftermath of war there were still some thousands of slaves
in Peru and a general shortage of labour made hacendados very
unwilling to lose those that remained to them. Bolivar proposed that the
Peruvian Constitution of 1826 should include a clause committing the
statc to the emancipation of the slaves; this was removed by the
delegates on the grounds that it would be inimical to agricultural
recovery in coastal Peru. The new Peruvian government also restored
the tribute levied from the Indian communities, since the government
siffered a chronic lack of funds. The recalcitrance of the Peruvian
proprietors “was-born of a tailing rather than thriving plantation

agriculture.?!

An attempt was made to restore slave discipline in the Peruvian
plantation zone in 1825, with new conirols 6vér slave movements and
prohibitions against allowing slaves access to arms. But even the
influential coastal hacendados knew that they could not return to
; slavery those who had fought in the liberation armies. The Peruvian
plantations were left with slave crews “containing  disproportionate
numbers of women, children and old people. The ‘slave population
overdll“had dropped to perhaps a half its former size, if the libertos
owing labour to their mothers’ owners are included. The purchase tax
on slaves was eliminated in 1825 and it is possible that some may have
been brought to the country, perhaps from Brazil, despite the previous
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The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery

could only count on their own increasingly unpopular Colombiaj
Venczuelan troops, had no choice but to give way to the Bolj
oligarchy. When Sucre withdrew from La Paz in 1828 the questio
slavery in Bolivia had not been clearly resolved: in 1831 and on Iaf,
occasions slavery was declared at an end. Bur the real situation of
former slaves remains unclear, since Bolivia's political classes, thoy
possessed of a definite sense of national identity, lacked the will
capacity to sustain a proper government or state despite the Liberatoy
hopes. .
In the last vears of his life Bolivar grandiosely planned to recover
from the setbacks he had encountered by leading a Union of the Andes;
encompassing Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru*snd Eolvin But by
1830 his plan was in ruins and he was himsclf obliged to step down as
President ot Colombia; he died in December of that vear. The Liberator
had returned to Gran Colombia in 1826 in the hope of bringing order
and purpose to this disunited Republic. The Venezuelans resented the

government in Bogotd, which had been entrusted to Santander, the

executive Vice-President. Colombia itself resembled a congerie of mini-

}

«{ republics, or rather an incongruous juxtaposition of latifundist fiefdoms

1 authority. The Bogota authorities had raised large loans in Europe
which had been eaten up by salaries or frittered away m half-complete
development projects. Attempts to introduce regular steam services
along the River Magdalena proved abortive.

The Liberator was angered to discover that only 300 slaves had been
manumitted by the boards established for that purpose in 1821. In a
decree of 1827 he attempted to strengthen the Juntas de Manumision
and ordered that their funds should be spent within one year on
manumissions, starting with the oldest and most deserving slaves. The
failure of the juntas was rooted in the fact that they were beholden to
the local possessing classes who had no interest in liquidating slave
% property. In unscrupulous hands the Manumission Boards could devise
?

£ 3

f and rural communes of former slaves and Indians hostile to republican
El
3

ways of prolonging the servitude of the manumisos by ing that they!
f-would otherwise become_vagabonds. The reform of the Manumission%
Boards obliged them to levy the inheritance ax_more systematically and °
to render a proper accounting to the central government. However,
Bolivar was not prepared for a confrontation with the slave-owning
hacendados. Bolivar’s aim was to restore the unity and integrity of Gran
. Colombia by accommodating prevailing interests and concentrating on
[ the sGLCY — Santander’s Liberalism, with its legalistic attachment
1,\ principles of the 1821 constitution and policy of saddling

{ to the federal
i Colombia with expensive foreign loans and allowing monied interests a
e et ]

# free rein. Bolivar also opposed the localism of the fanded proprietors
i LD

g

attempted revolts
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state modified the Mapumission Law; libertad de vientre remained, hy;
the libertos™ period of obligatory service was extended from %
to twenty-one years and they were obliged to prove subsequent gai
ful employment to the Manumission Boards. On the other hand the
new government confirmed Bolivar’s wartime decrees frecing all thy
slaves in the provinces of Apure and Guayana; to have done otherwis
would have provoked a rebellion

: 3
provinces.”®

I

L

'“”fhéé;poﬁpula,timo&r}»of slaves and libertos was surprisingly large. Despite -
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eighte

amongst the llaneros of theg

" the devastation o"f“‘"ifv\"a’r“‘:rnd“"‘é‘iV“iT""‘xW"f’,'”Jéé‘fﬁfg"“ﬂave uprisings and ¢

“escapes, despite rovalist support tor ins
P . .. . o
- republican abolitionism, slavery remained

urre

ccion de otra especie and -

quite Widespread-in-the ney -
i M

. o ST - i
sstate. The census of 1834 Feveiled that Veneziicla contamied just under

.36,000 slaves and /lib
‘their mother’s master

ertos (children of slaves still obligated to serve -
), with Caracas accounting for 20,600 of this

~total.>” At the outbreak of the independence struggle there Fad bemn
: over 80,000 slaves#Veneznela’s population had suffered greatly during

* the fighting, dropping
¢ Thus the decline in th
~ that of the population
sizeable. The plantati

which had employed sl

Venezuela’s exports 6 Cacao also fell by a half;
plantation products dropped by a half or more as Brazil, Cuba and the
United States expanded their output. The survival of slavery did not
- correspond to a particularly vigorous plantation sector. The plantations

by as much as a third berween 1811 and 1821,
e number of slaves was somewhat heavier than
as a whole, but the residual slave population still
on_economy had been hit by the war and
a0 the prices of all

aves — cacao groves and sugar estates — became

of greatly reduced importance. In the 1820s and 1830s coffee replaced
cacao as Venezuela’s most important export crop; the coffee estates
were worked predominantly by wage labourers or tied peasants, with

i._only a few slaves.*8

The persistence of slavery in Venezuela can be explained in a number

£

e =t S
of ways. The CORUTOSGIVER to the slaves encouraged them not to leave
the plantation/hacienda; during the war slaves had sometimes extracted
further concessions from their_masters. “MITaTy Manumission had only

been offered to adult m
might also have gained

ale slaves of military age; though some relatives
freedom, slave women and children in principle

remained in servitude. Moreover s.l@yyg\s who distrusted the Patriots, or

who saw no advantage

in exchanging a military for a civilian miaster,

tried to evade military manumission. The survival of slavery 1n
Venezuela, as in some other parts of South America, will have reflected

the very insecure con

ditions that prevailed during and after the

independence struggle. With rival ed columns roaming the country,
not to speak of simple bandits, the slave sg% casily find the master’s.
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maintained a register did promise an eventual end to outright slavery

it became impossible to claim that some fit young m

really forty years old.

{_Ecuador rejected Gran Colombia in April 1830, its dominant clasgeg

believing that Bogotd’s free. , ,:Vﬂlaissez;[g;:ﬁrﬁ policies were inimjc

to their commercial and agricultural interests. The new Republic

contested by the Liberals of Guayaquil but temporarily welcomed by

the proprietors of the Cauca, formerly part of New Granada; some of

the latter were attracted by the possibility that the new Republic would

be more indulgent to slaveholders. But in 1832 Ecuador was forced to

return the Cauca to Colombia. The adhesion of Guayaquil, with it

pardo and free black population, and a compact between the Liberal

and Conservative factions led to agreement that the classic Manu-

mission Law was still in force. The military administration of Sucre and

i Bolivar had left few slaves and libertos in Ecuador, though some were ~
¢ still to be_found in_the interior.**

The \Buengs _Aires ‘constitution of 1819, a document reflecting
porterio interests, stated that there were no slaves in the nited -
Provinces of the River Plate. When Buenos Aires’ claims were |
cﬁdiiénged by the Federalists of the interior both sides recruited slaves
to their armies. During the years 1821—4 the pioneer patriot Rivadavia
regained influence and sought to impose a_dogtrinaire Liberalism and

SN P,

mEingg on those parts of the country controlléd™by the
government in Buenos Aires. Rivadavia’s ambitious plans for the United
Provinces, inspired by his correspondence wiggﬁggﬁham included the
introduction of modern industry, the eradication \omer‘v, a public
sis - €ducational system and the elaboration of a stringent new labour code,
"Tiercely penalising laziness and vagabond

an or woman

R v

¥ vondage. These schemes proved
ghdpeless‘[’y?”to over-estimate the administrative and financial resources at
I the disposal of the government and Rivadavia was forced out. In
%practice Argentinian manumission did not go beyond the decree of
1813; it meant that female slaves and their children were to be found as
domestics in the house of their owners; male libertos reaching the age of
eighteen were conscripted to the army and often did not become free
citizens until they finished lengthy service in it. In 1826 a corsair landed
in Patagonia with a hundred slaves; these were declared to be libertos
simply by virtue of having landed on the soil of the United Provinces —
and were then promptly impressed into the army.*?
In the years 1825-8 the United Provinces had need of soldiers
because of its efforts to free the banda oriental from Brazilian

occupation. The war-against the Brazilian Imperialists led to the

Eablishment of Uruguay in 1830a Republic in which there were very
few slaves, though still a sizeabl lati ’ d blacks; the
ugh still a sizeable popula 19Mi?p“@dg;,@_guwm the
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- and Jaissezsfaire policie mica Sasverated b : . . 7 hav |
L1 Tt—““‘f*" 1 t=r§t§§#f%mx;w Republic wa 1 exapperated but onlya Tietle; the constitution was otherwise, a docijm .
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},) e Al Republic would because 1t opened its markets to British merchants and because |
the PosSIDITy t atzt g ne\()iv cPu flc wou . banned the slave trade. Yruguay’s independence was_menaced b llS)e h
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Artigas found refuge in Paraguay and land was made available
ex-slave soldiers. But the Paraguavan leader was a foe not

of those who claimed to control the River Plate, He responded ¢
blockade of Paraguay with a complete embargo on trade with
riverine Spanish American states. In this wayv he protected Parag
traditional economy, with irs haciendas and obrajes, from for
competition and the disruptive effects of free trade. By the 18305t
were some 25,000 slaves in Paraguay, as many or more as ther h
been in the last days of Spanish rule. Thousands of these slaves worki
n state-owned.workshops and est:
 abandoned them or because they
~was not the intensive slavery of the Caribbean plantations. Th
- Hispanic slave codes, limiting hours of work and strokes of the lash
stipulating a minimum diet, may have been more rigorously enforced
: independent Paraguay than they had ever been in the Spanish American

s set up either because émigrés ha

ed a national nced. However, th

. - - Sy T T T B
incorporated into Paraguayan law. The commercial isolation of the
Republic meant that the remorseless pressure of production for an
urglienchable market was replaced by the more fittul pressure of

production for local needs. On the death of Francia in 1840 his own

slaves were freed. In 1842 the independence of Paraguay was
reaffirmed, the suppression of the slave trade reiterated and a law of the
‘free womb’ adopted. The only country with which Francia’s Paraguay
had normal trading relationships had been Brazil; the cautious
abolitionist decree of 1842 was partly designed to remove the country
from the cross-fire berween the participants and antagonists of the
Brazilian slave trade.*®

With Paraguay’s acceptance of the ‘free womb’ all of Spanish
America had committed itself to an eventual rejection of chattel slavery;
a more radical conclusion had already been reached in Mexico.

Mexico and Central America

/
Mexico achieved independence from Spain nQ?/‘/as the result of a
protracted but ultimately victorious struggle, as in most parts of South
America, but rather through the exhaustion of the imperial power and
the growing self-confidence of a largely counter-revolutionary creole
elite. The only genuine struggle for independence in Mexico, that led by

@twhate /= g

NS Hidalgo afid Morelos'in 1810 15:%W§§Ndefeawt§d, though m ways which

i

weakéned both Spanish rule-and_slavery. B

n Mexico the established colonial order was already in disarray
prior to Napoleon’s invasion. The government__in_Madrid had
N T e o
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administration and had prompted _the mine-owners to
“permanent military force of their own. The™ C
effort to accommodate creole reformism by giving Mexico a
representatives in the Cortes; though some creoles demanded repres

i AEL create
Liberals in Cadiz

score:

tation based on Mexico’s total population. In March 1811 Hidalg
himself was captured and executed. But this was not the end of ¢

uprising. Small guerrilla groups continued the struggle for independence

and liberty. José Maria Morelos, another rural priest of mixed descerit,'*

assumed leadership of the rebellion and created a small but effective
. and disciplined armed force. Morelos argued: “When kings are absent, -

sovereignty resides solely in the nation; and every nation is free and

entitled to form the type of government which it pleases, and not 10
Morelos declared that all should be
equal and that henceforth no distinction should be made between
whites, Indians and castas. Blacks and mulattos enlisted in his column,
some of them former slaves. A radical group amongst his followers, the
Guadalupes, advocated the distribution of land to the cultivatorsm
the creation of collectively owned agencies for buying and selling
agricultural produce. Morelos seems to have endorsed these proposals,
at least as a war measure, in the medidas politicas. At the Congress of
Chilpancingo in 1813 Morelos sponsored a formal Declaration of
Independence and the issuing of a decree which confirmed the
suppression of slavery in the new nation. Doubtless because of the small
number of slaves in Mexico Morelos had little difficulty persuading
other leaders of the revolt to accept abolition; in contrast his plans for
breaking up landed estates were controversial, even within the ranks of
his own movement. In 1815 Morelos was captured and executed by
Spanish forces. By 1816 the revolt was extinguished everywhere but in
the south, where a small column of independence fighters led by

- remain the slave of another.

s

248

Vicente Guerrero, a follower of Morelos, still held out.

; Fearful of the popular rebellion the great majority of whites and of
! the propertied, whether creole or Spanish, had united behind the

made 25

imperial power. By so doing. the creole militia and military had won]

institutional reforms.*’

370

¢ some influence within the system of government. The Cabildo Of;
‘Mexico City espoused a moderate autonomism from the beginning of,
the imperial crisis. A key ‘membet of the Cabildo, José Miguel Guridiy
Alcocer, had represented Mexico in the Cortes at Cadiz in 1811; he had
there unsuccessfully urged’ colonial self-government, the distribution of
unoccupied land and the abolition of slavery. He had argued that;
unless serious reforms were adopted the popular revolt wbuid“bféyaill
- Guridi returned to’ become treastrer of the Cabildo of MExico City and
one of those waiting for an occasion to reopen the question of

k

i
i
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Spanish America
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Spanish America

The ISZQ”LQ'M@ had a deeply disruptive effect on the

Spanish regime in Mexico. Control of the press was lifted and elections.
. s o i S 4
were held for deputies to “the~Coites. The stream of decrees and: .
pronouncements which issued from the Liberals in the Cortes alarmed :
landowners and the Church without offering any substantive concession
to creole autonomism. In this confused situation the royalist com-
mander in southern Mexico, a first-generation creole named_Agustin

Irarbide, issued the Plan de guala, establishing an autonomous -

Mexican monarchy: Al inhabitatits “of New  Spain, without “any -
disti»r'i'c\t"i‘b'xvimbléfiiréc‘ri“Europeans, Africans and Indians, are citizens of this *
monarchy, with access to all positions according to their merits and
virtues.”? [tirbide enlisted the support of the Church, and his record as
a soldier diifing the 1istrgerey of Morelos earned him the respect of all
conservative interests. However, the official armistice had allowed him
to enter negotiations with Vicente Guerrero, who supported the Plan de

Iguala, calculating that it would at least destroy Spanish rule. Itirbide
also gained the support of the Liberals in Mexico City; Guridi y Alcocer
was appointed to the sovereign council of the new monarchy. Many of *
the Spanish royalist -troops went over to Irirbide, while éven the
representative of the regime in Madrid, a liberal general whose action
was subsequently disavowed, signed a treaty recognising Mexican self-
determination. In September lSZJﬁMexman independence was declared,
with Itirbide as President of the Regency Council while“a “suitable
monarch was found. A Commission on Slavery had been established by :
the sovereign council; it reported that there were just under 3,000 slaves
left in Mexico and that they were employed mainly Jnthepor;s, notably !
VgriCiﬁ;“On October 13th 1821, two weeks after the Declaration of
Independence, the sovereign council issued a decree banning the import §
of slaves and declaring the freedom of all those born on Mexican soil.g.éi
This decree sounded abolitionist, though it left Africans in slavery
Extra pressure to endorse anti-slavery may have been provided by the
military situation; the fort of San Juan de Ulda, just outside Vera Cruz,
where there were many free blacks as well as slaves, was one of the few
Places still in the hands of troops loyal to Spain.*!

‘After defeating a Bourbon monarchist faction, Irarbide declared !
h‘m5.°¥f5 or-Agustin I in May 1822. His supposed commitment to
abolition dig not prevent ‘}i'irhwfﬂrvohﬁdb]'btting, albeit unsuccessfully, to
add to his dominions Cuba, with its rich slave plantations. However,
urbide was forceq our by Federal Republicans in March 1823. While

reaffirmed the Suppression of the slave trade, the exact
slaves or former slaves under the terms of the 1824
n devolved upon the constituent states of the Federation. In a
of states the movement of Hidalgo and Morelos had

R
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popularised r\dlul social programmes which now reappeared;
included state purchasing agencies and the abolition ot slavery. Be

1825 and 1827 a number of states suppressed slavery outright ]

there was enough support for a Federal measure. In 1829 Vie
Guerrero was able to mark his brief occupancy ot the Presidential Pal

by decreeing the suppression of slavery throughout Mexican territory
Mexican emancipation directly affected only a tfew thousand slay

* In some ways it may be compared to the suppression of slavery inC

at about the same time. But it encouraged the enemies of slav
~elsewhere and angered the slave-owners, or would-be slave k

the Mexican state of Texas — these belr VN
~interlopers who were moved to set up their own Repiiblic of Texa

o (1836) in which slavery was again legalised. Tn  contrast to the ear
o Chilean Republic, Mexico in the 1830s was a huge, sprawling ani
diverse state some parts of which were effectively beyond the reach
the writ of the Federal government. Forms of personal bondage m
have survived in the Yucatan or in the wilder reaches of California. Bu
as the reaction of the Texan slaveholders suggests, the Mexican
government at least had an authority worth challenging; silyer output
had dropped off considerably but it stll gave Mexico greater resources:
than the other Spanish American states. ' ) mm—
“The creole oligarchy of Central  America avoided any major
confrontation until 1821-2 when it declared the adhesion of the
Captaincy General of Guatemala to the Mexican Empire. In so doingit
also adopted, at least formally, the abolitionist decree of October 1821
With the fall of Itirbide the United Provinces of Central America de-
clared their independence from Mexico. At a meeting of the Constituent
Assembly held in 1824 José Simeon Canas y Villacorta, a deputy from
El Salvador, pleaded that without further delay it should be made clear
that ‘our enslaved brothers should be declared free citizens’.>? The
measure actually adopted decreed that slaves could no longer be born in
Central America and established a fund to promote slave manumission.
Over the next two decades the United Provinces broke up into the °
separate states of Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador and
Costa Rica. None of the successor states sought to challenge the
abolitionist provisions of 1824 and the subsequent development of 2
modest cash crop sector in agriculture did not depend on slave labour.

The struggle for independence in Spanish America had engaged
. extraordinary energiegz»§Lz}ye§h§ggwfwggm'g@glw5_b@gvggu1pg‘§e\ci between
“~, % a quarter and a half of those who had risked their lives against the
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ics were only a third or 2 quarter as large as they had been in
1810, in some cases much less, it would still require a substantial
capital sum to buy out their proprietors.
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The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery

The compromise measure of libertad de vientre had
in Chile in 1811, in the Rio de la Plata in 1813
Peru

been adopted
, in Gran Colombia;
in 1821 because it respected both patrimonial authority
private property. It freed the unborn and conferred only a condit
freedom on the libertos, who could be pressured to perform furg
service for their master or the state. Its effects had been somew
anticipated by military manumission, though many freed in this
will have perished in the wars.

In Spanish America as elsewhere a racial caste spirit survived ever

more tenaciously than the residual black slav:

usually combined small privileges as well as large disabilities. The new
system of racial relations would take time to consolidate itself.

| ethiiic identifications. In Venezuela and Colombia pardos had acquiged

formal _equality and some held municipal 6fice ommands in the
army. In the Spanish American Republics the free black or mulatto
enjoyed more rights and a somewhat better position in society than did
the free Negro in the Northern United States, a relevant but not
demanding standard of comparison.

Beyond the compromise abolitionism usually implemented the
Spanish American liberation struggle had also thrown up a more radical
anti-slavery current, notably in the movements led by Hidalgo and
- Artigas, But their impact had been reduced by defeat. Significaritl§these
movements had been prepared, at the limit, to expropriate landowners
tas well as slave-owners; in the parlance of the epoch they were

‘agrarians’, willing to challenge large-scale private property in all its
forms. Radical anti-slavery currents had not gained the upper hand, nor
had blacks and pardos themselves possessed the social weight to destroy

slavery outright. But they had inflected the. course of the liberation

1

1t eration
g strugglgﬁ_‘tg‘rv’y}gjch they contributed so much and persuaded a number.of.

;EE‘E”PMa‘triots and Liberators, including Bolivar in his better moments, to

{ satisty some of their démands.

In 1810 Spanish American slavery had been a secondary, perhaps

declining, force. However, the mainlangggid contain nearl q%agpggg_qf a

TR . A 3 e R e, o -
; mﬂk&&&!gg,es and they consntute&‘"g&mﬁj’or component of the labour
£ BRI Stever O ¥ s oty o TP 0 T e e

orce 1n'the vicinity of” 1s.and Lima, in"some of the valleys of New

Granadaand such provinces as Cordoba in Rio de la Plata. But for the
anti-slavery consequences of the liberation struggle these elements of a

g

slave system could hav\c»Eb,genlts_uml_;lat;g\d_mggg redeployed, much as

sy g

appenéd to slavery in Virginia in the period after 1815. Thus coffee
cultivation developed apace in the hills bordering the Caribbean in the
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; Wk§j‘gmf market relations entailed novel, and_somefimes
i Virulent, antagonisms Which could cluster around colour and inherited
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