ROBERT VVV VAN HoUTEN

'LIBRARY

New jersey's Science &
Technology University

NOTICE
Warning Concerning Copyright Restrictions

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials.

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a
photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or
reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or
research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes
in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement.

New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) library reserves the right to refuse to accept a
copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright
law.

Fair use Guideline (Section § 107)

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of a copyrighted work,
including such use by reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other means specified by
that section, for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of copyright.
In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to
be considered shall include —

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a commercial
nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work
as a whole; and

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work.

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair use if such finding is
made upon consideration of all the above factors.

Printing Note: If you do not wish to print this page, then select “Pages from: first page # to: last
page #” on the print dialog screen.




THE END OF THE OLD REGIME
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available, added further pain. The emperors could introduce dan
Afghan, Abyssinian, or, worse, European mercenaries to
them. They could hive off areas of revenue to such dangerous foreign"é
“farm out” their revenues to their own over-mighty subjects in order to
money to buy arms. Again, they could spend money and blood on con
campaigns of internal pacification against their local notables and peasan
Any of these solutions could, and did, easily get out of hand. Much the g
problem faced all the other Afro-Asian regimes during the same period..
Safavids and the Javanese succumbed first; the Ottomans struggled on intgj
nineteenth century, but in the meantime they had been forced to concede th
richest provinces to powerful subjects. Effectively, they were caught in
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same vice of rising military expenditure and stagnant or falling revenues ’
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WAR AND FINANCE IN EUROPE tre
A similar and related dilemma faced contemporary European governments, In caf
1700, their taxation systems and networks of internal control had generally: § W
been greater than those of the Asian and North African states. Yet, at the same. Co
time they also had wider global interests, which brought them regularly into. ¥ in
conflict with each other and with Asians and Africans. Whereas in the seven-{ G
teenth century, European wars had centered on religious belief and the power § n
of the state to suppress dissidence and heresy, those of the eighteenth century ¢ T
were about dynastic resources and the control of towns, trades, and customs. CC
European elites were beginning to supplement their incomes as landowners & S€
from the proceeds of the Atlantic slave economies and trading with the § E
Mediterranean and Asia. So great corporations, such as the English, French, al
and Dutch East India companies or the branches of Spanish and Portuguese § a
agency houses in Central and South America, gained considerably in political § c
importance. Overseas commerce, therefore, reflected directly on European i
credit in a way which politicians and political economists could no longer R
ignore. European wars in the 1740s and 1760s became wars of the Asian and 8
American littoral, with Britain often bargaining for advantage with the contin- n

ental powers by using forts and trades it had captured in Asia or the Americas.
This sort of warfare was particularly costly: “breaking windows with
guineas,” as William Pitt the Elder, the British prime minister, called it.
Naval forces swallowed up huge resources. Nelson’s flagship, HMS Victory, : ]
cost five times as much as Abraham Crowley’s steelworks,
important investments of the Industrial Revolution.!' The effect of new ]
conventional military techniques and weapons, such as the flintlock gun ‘
1

one of the most

which had been pioneered between 1680 and 1730, were now feeding through
to all major conflicts. The stakes were raised by the disciplined methods of
deploying firepower developed by Frederick the Great of Prussia. Smaller
European and non-European powers began to employ European methods ‘
and to build new, scientifically engineered defensive fortresses by the middle |
of the eighteenth century. This further raised the costs of warfare.




CONVERGING REVOLUTIONS, 1780-1820

s A final escalation of costs in worldwide warfare was to result from the
r French Revolution itself. The idea of the mass levy of young men to defend
T the fatherland was adapted and extended by Napoleon. The emperor threw
e huge armies of men against Austria, Prussia, and Russia. This required a
1t response from states such as Britain which did not have the same numbers
. of young men of military age. At the Battle of Minden in 1759, the British
1e deployed a mere 5,000 infantrymen; at Waterloo in 1815, they had to use
18 21,000, itself a relatively small number by comparison with the huge German,
e French, and Russian armies.'” What the British spent most of was money, not
e1r plood. They used their fiscal power to give huge subsidies to their allies in
he order to keep them in the war.

The problem for European states, then, was that although they were in-
st
creasmgly bemg forced into warfare worldwide, most of them did not have the
25750
resources "To prosecute wars, which. were-,sp_ggst_un_tgms of ‘men_and
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treasure. “The mid- to late erghteenth century. was no longer a time of raprd ;
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economic expansion. In fact, population growth seems to_have.

In \ capacrty “of farming to innovate in_MANY.pParts of the contrnent Governments
ally \were still dependent on cliques of large landowners, even in the relatively
me | commercialized societies of northern Europe. The wealth-generating  effects of ]
nto industrialization were still minimal and would remain so for twQ generations.
en- * Governments fighting their wars inside and outside Europe with military and
wer naval resources could scarcely cut into the earnings of the great landlords.
ary 4  This would risk revolt or undermine the positions of ministers in regard to the

consultative assemblies which operated fitfully in much of Europe and to more v/
serious effect in Britain and its Irish and North American dependencies.
Equally, given the growth of large, unruly cities dependent on commerce

and government jobs, t thorities could hardly tax the urban lower mrddle
andTam«__!_QLQJ' classes. Continuous riots over taxation, excise duties, and the
WUght thrs home to all the European governments. Problems of
this'sort drove the attempts ‘of the so-called enhghtened despots of Germany,
R‘}ssla, and Austria and their allies among the intelligentsia to try to reform
some.of the old European autocracies. As is well known, reforming govern-
ments are extremely vulnerable.

EUrROPEAN MILITARY FiscaL Crisis KICKS IN,
89

the 1760s that these discrete pockets of turbulence in Eurasia and the
as ﬂowed together more strongly, deepenmg conflict wrthm and out-
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Eed the military and financial weaknesses of the great monarchies.
urope, it became a costly game of grabbmg colonles In either case,




THE END oF THE oLD REGIME

reform and €xternal expansiop. The Spanish Monarchy,
rebuild income and honor by revamping jts American e
the British. Spain, however, Was not strong enough to re
its rich and Populous colonies, whosge most important

identified with America, not the QJg World. Latin Am

the beasantry for cash.

Another fissure in the internationa] System which wj
ythe almost ceaseless.warfage ifai

j(:)ggbbeanz Caﬁada, and India. Followfhg'a r of stu
gthe French, Britain met its own nemesis. After 1763 it

faith of the British establishment, which had already allowed French Catholjcs
in Canada €xtensive rightg. The entry of France and Spain into the war on the

Americar; _syide,inmlj79, however',"?:"ﬁérii!rgawﬁr’imﬁéh defeat and transformed a

regional conflict into a worldwide convulsion. The French saw this as an

The loss of the colonjes did not prove fatal to the British political sSystem, in
part becayse Britain retained the wealthy Caribbean islands. !0 ye; defeat in
the Americas did introdyce significant changes into British imperia] policies,
which fueled the gathering crisis of the Eastern world. British overnment in
Agg%hecam&m@w,g and S20%¢ Interventionist. A generation of South
Asian historians have argyeq that the €Xpansion of the East Indja Company

ary forces. The Company
forced Indian rulers to pay for its troops or, aItematively, seized their revenye-

bearing territories. The prize of Indja’s trade goods was dimmed by compari-
Son with the riches of its territoria] Tevenues. British eyes began to fall on
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CONVERGING REVOLUTIONS, 1780-1820

bulk largely in ledgers of the embattled and cash-strapped East India Com-

pany. There was an almost infinite demand for China tea in Britain, and

Indian raw cotton and opium provided valuable resources with which to

purchase it. Bii?in sailed' successfully through the c_hoppy waters caused by

its American defeat parily by exploitifig its Asian and Caribbean colonies.
Iféhjéﬁj&,xh&efore,. it was the-French monarchy and ruling classes, rather :

than the -British, which- were to be the most visible victims of the financial

problems and political controversies created by the Ameri_c‘,’!a‘ﬁ”i;vs)a_r“irvl which the . /

country had ostensibly triumphed. Unsettling ideological change was in the

aif, too. The American cry of “No taxation without_;gprescx;ﬁtgtjp“n:’» was

particularly meaningful in France. Volunteers in France paraded singiﬁ;g 5

; American songs and were mobilized by the French hero of the American '

I war, the marquis de Lafayette. The American example brought to Europe

t ideas of reform and representation through popular assemblies which were
t { rapidly to germinate on French soil. The free-trade philosopher Condorcet
h | wrote that “the spectacle of the equality which reigns in the United States. . .
will be useful to Europe.”*” More prosaically, the large financial burden taken :
y on by the French Crown in order to help the Ame:_r;fgg'r;lig;gwu'sh”frzdi'rgyg;_t_’,rﬁ»i_qis—
e | ters into risky, but incoherent, programs of reform. These gradually under-
o mined the basis of the monarchy itself. In order to push through political }
h changes, ministers needed a degree of elite and popular consent. Yet they were /
-} never bold enough really to trust the old powers and assemblies, or far-sighted
. enough to enlist the support of the lawyers and new professional men of Paris
m and the other big cities. In the end, the reforms simply stimulated more

opposition. In order to resolve this crisis, many experts argued that a new,
American-style constituent assembly was essential. But as no agreement could
be reached, the older, more cumbersome representative body, the Estates
General was summoned in 1789. Because the Estates worked on the archaic
principle of the representation of orders, conflicts between nobility, church,
and the middle classes become more and more bitter.

The resulting impasse in France’s central government in 1789 and 1790
llowed a whole host of local revolts and social conflicts to catch fire, to
become nationalized in a sense.'® Peasant protests, anticlerical explosions,
onstant outbreaks of popular disorder in Paris and other large cities
ed a succession of ministers, who were pushed in more and more radical
ons. Already, by 1792, the elements of the coming struggle were in
The fragmentation of the old order had allowed full rein to strong

of regional and local autonomy which had continued to exist under
tace of royal government. The “federalists,” represented in Paris by the
ed Girondins, were faced by a bloc of radical centralists, the Jacobins.
acobins believed that strong government could create a “republic of
nd sweep away church, nobility, and monarchy in a single purge. The
owds of Paris and other large cities, which had been increasingly
the cities’ streets during the previous generation, fed the sense
' Conservative reaction, especially in the northwest of the country,
ndowners, clerics, and a pious peasantry tried to thwart the aims of
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anticlerical republ
bloody massacres

icans, €nraged the radicalg and drove thep to insnrute ~
of the Terror of 179319 the

THE WoRrLp REVOLUTIQN
FROM FRANCE, 1789-1815

The thing that did

most to radicalize the Rev,
by the great pow

olution was the invag;
ers, horrified by the exec

‘asion of Frane
ution of the king and

and territorjes which they haq eyed’

foreign armyjeg
as to sweep the Revolution :
the borderg of France, ang

on French sojj release
and, later, the armies of N
even those of Europe jtse]

d a wave of resistance which w
apoleon Bonaparte across
f. Radicals committed to
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I USTRATION 3.1 Transat]antic revolution: The execution of the duc d’Orléans, r
1793, Contemporary print. b




