SUMMARY OF NOMINATION INFORMATION IN ONJH FILES

NAME _Sumellons Hatll

TYPE:
Individual X

COUNTY Eany

Historic District

Multiple Property

MUNICIPALITY AVeivediz &ﬁi’

Documentation Form

NOMINATION FORM

- Nomination form (If there are
continuation sheets, please
indicate number)

-- First page (#1-6)
-- Description (#7)
-- Significance (#8)
-- Last page (#9-11)

- SHPO Signatures

- USGS Map

- Site plan

- Tax map

- Floorplan

- Photo index map

_- Other maps

- Photographs (Indicate number)
--Exterior
--Interior
--Streetscapes
--Outbuildings
--Historical -
--Negatives
--Contact Sheet

DATE OF LISTING
State Register __il{23 7¢

ONJH FILES
CS:
CS:
CS: 3
CS:
e Co I 2

National Register __'“i=(77

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
N.JHSI #

Newspaper/Magazine Articles

Draft Nomination
Correspondence

HABS

Contextual Data

Other (Please specify)

STAFF MEMBER _T=.rr. e o o
UPDATES: STAFF

DATE ’.EK/ : //
DATE __

STAFF

DATE

S/791



Nomination Form:
Final Nomination Form L/////’ Signed L—" Unsigned
U.S.G.S. Map L/// Photocopy <//////

——

ey
Other Maps QX M
Plan(s): site — Floor

Photographs:
Identified Unidentified Inadequate Coverage
Exterior
Interior L//////
Streetscapes
Outbuildings
Historical

Negatives:
Same as prints

Slides: J77os)

Boundaries:

No precise boundaries - Defined 1ip nomination
Defined by map Latitude & longitude
U.T.M.'s 1///// Boundary justification

National Register notification of listing to SHpQ.: L

—_———

Copies of fina] approved nomination:

Other: :

s#20 NW
Intent to nominate National Register 2///’State Register L”’T/
Owner list

Supplemental Infoifgpion: ;
y,J.H.S.I. Draft nomination u////

Newspaper/Magazine articles Recent correspondence
Maps HABS

Local ordipance data

Other 0SS/ ¢
Materials in Sto age:

Public Meeting notification Draft nomination

Newspaper articles Correspondence )

Historical information Other
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Direction of Jacob fabian

BROAD ST. AT CLINTON AVE
NEWARK, N. J.

COVER FROM INAUGURAL PROGRAM / 9/8/25
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ORIGINAL INTERIOR circa 1925
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STATE OrF Now JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DAVID J. BARTIN, COMMISSIONER

P.O BOX 1390
TRENTON, N.J. 08525
609=292 "2685

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
Department of the Interior
National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I am pleased to nominate the Newark Symphony Hall (Salaam
Temple) , Newark, Essex County, to the National Register.

This nomination has received approval of the State
Review Committee for Historic Sites.

Should you want any further information concerning this
application, please feel free to contact the staff of the
Historic Sites Section, Box 1420, Dezpartment of Environmental
Protection, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, telephone (609) 292-
2023.

Faithfully,

e

. &

J

David J. Bardin
Commissioner

-‘,_"; &
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SINAME

HISTORIC
Salaam Tewple, also,

The Mogque or

AND/OR COMMON
Newark Symphony Hall

1O

STREET & NUMBER

tﬁ;"'i_xﬂ\}[}

1020 Byrosd Street IR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN RESSIONAL DISTRICT
Wanswaals — VICINITY OF 10
STATE CODE COwLinTY coDE
New Jersev 34 a1
Y 1 ey
i“’-’(.fﬁut)ﬁi 1% fﬁil&j?"]

CATEGORY OWRERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X pusuic X occurie _AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
Z_BUILDING(S) —_PRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED -_COMMERCIAL __PARK
— STRUCTURE ___BOTH —WOCRKIN PROGRESS - -EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC &COUISITION ACCESSIBLE X ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __INPROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNAENT __SCIENTIFIC

__BEING CONSIDERED - YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANS qumuom
_NO __MILITARY X_OTHER Siao"mlng
VOPERTY .
City of Newark
STREET & NUMBER
City Hall, 920 Brozd Street
CITY, TOWN STATE
Newark ___ VICINITY OF Newu Torseyw
£y 3 v ?' b Y DTN
W LOCATION GF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISIRYOF DEEDS Eve Essex County Courthouse, Hall of Records
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN ——
Navrarl
Newark New Jersev
DATE
1975 —FEDERAL USTATE __COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITGRY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS 2.0, 3Box 1420
CITY, TOWN STATE




CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
£.6000 __RUINS X ALTERED ' __MOVED CATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIG!NAL(!F KMNOWRN) PHYSICAL PPEARANCE
The style of Newark Sympheny Hall is clearly pert of the Nee—Classical Revival which
occurred in America during the early 20th century. The bullding has a simple uncomp-
licated facade composed of broad, plain wall surfaces, flat, unbroken roof lipes and
little ornamentation. The design motifs are an eclectic miw, primarily inspired from
Greek and Egyptian examples with some Roman influence.

The facade is essentially hexastyle in antis.. The fluied cofumns are of ionic order,
and are surmounted by a full entablature with the inscriptiom ".SALAAM .TEMPLE .AAONMS."

on the otherwise unadcrned frieze. The cornice has dﬂutils and the cyms recta on the
top of the cornice has 19 evenly spaced small adornments. The architrz
stepped fasciae uninterruped by mouldings.

<
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The entablature is-surmounted by two parapets which m

imi Bacon's Lincoeln
Memorial of 1922. The lower parapet extends the full wid n
t

- ing and is
topped by a 31Dp1e cornice with a singie row of stone blecks on top Below the co;nlce
wide spraye in shallow reli e
parapeL is a po*uted oval shapad shell ornament

A in the center.
Below aud te each side of the shell are scrclled ornament

T
on a low, long base..

The upper parspot is approximately five-sixth's the width of the lower parapet, approx-—
TOo

imztely the same height, and set back from the front facade. Agsin, thies parapet is
capped by a simple cornice with a single row of stone blocks cn teop. Under the cornice
is a decorated frieze. Below and separated from the frieze fs a row of 12 plain circular

medallions in relief,

The antas on either side of the facade have two pilasters cach, delienating their edges.
There ic an unadornsd doorway in each anta.

The btroad plain walls are cf limestomne. Tbcse are stark and severe, their massive
quality creatiug the ap pearance of a mausoleum. The limastoz; is cut into large
rectangular blocks of ashlar, the blocks on the top parapet being the smaller,

The interior of Symphony Hall is "Classical Renaissance o
stage is flanked by two huge baroque doorways cb frame
ionic columns which support an elaborately ornemented an

]
3]

erend scale."l The 70 foot
d by two V“de,*sp rzl fluted,
nd statued acroterion.

The walls enclosing the orchestra area are rimmed by arcades. These are surmounted by
balconies with colonnades of corinthian columns. Cn the well space between the arches
are medallions. The colonnade supports a full entablature whose frieze is decorated with
angelic f{igures separated by scroll work and panels. Between the columns hang chandliers
of an art-mouveau style.

The friezes, capitais and most ornamantation Inside are gold-leafed, while the balustrades
and columns are carved from white marble. The carpeting iz zred. The total effect is
very luxurious, almost opulent.

Since its completion in 1925, Newark Symphony Hall h
major rencvation although ”Lle hall would still loccok
first program " 2

H\ wn
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el ARG

CONTINUATION SHEET = v ITEM NUMRER 7 paGE 2

"The last major renovation, in 19 t
conditicning the massive auditorium. The
made at that time did not substan ¢h
Egyptian motifu, and his impress e
the building.” 2

SR %

8200,000, rot counting the later cost of
jmprovements which dESLOHEI Alex Bennett
1zange the Shriners® eclectic mix of Greek
, gold and red colcr scheme helped to uni

air-

Xahn

and
ty

The air cenditioniong was uncbtrusively incorporated into the hall's decor by changing
some of the ten round medsllions on the side walls inteo duct openlngs, a change which

has been barely perceptable.

"In addition to major stru

ructural repairs, Kahn designed the building's now-character-
istic glass marquee, gave the hall's gargantuan chandelier its first thorough cleaning
and burnished the gold-lesf fretwork which ornaments ihe balcony olumns, carved fron

O
imported marble. The stage floor was completely rebuilt, and the crchestra "pit"
widened somewhat.' 2 »

"An up-to-date sound system and film projector system were zlso installed at that time,
but there have been many techrical advances since." 2

The erignal hall had black curtains with gold tassles between the colonade cclumrs

These are now gone. The current golden curtain is also different from the-original.To
improve the hall's acoustics,''the rear of the stage was 'boxed' to concentrate sound

into the zuditorium."

The facade of the building also has had some changes since 1925. The most obvious
g
¥

divference is the addition of a metal and glass cval shaped marquee over the main
entrance and similar cloth marquees over the doorways in each anta. Less cbvious are
the panels inserted between the columns to enclose the space behind them for offices

and commercilal space.

Unpublished file of important buildings in Newark compiled by Donald Geyer,
Architectural Histerian. Available at Newark Public Librar TY.

2
to mark its 50th with Grand Gala'", by Michael Redmond.

e (Newark) Sunday Star Ledger, March 23,1976, Section 4, page 11, "Symphony Hall

3 Fugene Palatsky, unidentified article in clipping file at Newark Library, New Jersey

Reference Room, Filed under 'Newark Theatre', dated Februaxry 1965.
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PERIOD ARCAS OF SIGMNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANMD JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTCRIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAFT ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION

__1400-1499 ___ARCHEOLOGY-HiSTORIC __CONSERVATION AW . __SCIENCE

—-1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONCMICS e __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE

__1600-1699 KARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY ) __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

__1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING Kmusic KX THEATER

18001889 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOFHY __TRANSPORTATION

X1900- __COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY — POUTICS/GVERNMENT K OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION dance

opera
anry Baechlin and

SPECIFIC DATES 1925 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STAT EMET\J OF SIGNIFICANCE

Newark Symphony Mall "occupies a central place in t
from the naticnal perspective, it is one of the £
era in American cultural development." nl Seating
Carnegie Hall, the Lincoln Center's Mstropolitan
Kew York City. Tests in 1965 by Bell Telephone Lab
put Newark Symphony Hall's acoustics d

other major councert halls around the natiom.
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1 has extensive backstage facilities,
isd

Leonard Bernmstein and Eugene Crmandy concur. The hal

a reotaU'"nt seating 2,000, numerous cffices, and televisicn studios. t would cost
approximately 20 million dollars to duplication Symphony Hail today. Vhile being an
important part of the fabric of Newark, most importantly the hall epitomizes a unique
bocming and cptimistic eraz in American history. Grand ronuments of this sc ‘1e zre built
by civilizations at an apex to celebrate and symbolize the mermanence, power, spiritual

energy, and affluence of that society. Newark Symphony Hall is such a monument to
the Roaring Twenties. ; s

ewark Symphony Hall, originally called the Salaam Temple, wss designed by three
arc?itect Frank Grad, Henry Baechlin and George Backeff, for the Ancient Arabic
Order of tne Nebles of the Mystic Shrine, more commonly known as the Shriners.. The
Shriners purchased the property for the building frem the Packerd Motor Car Co. of
New York on July 26, 1920, and then transferred the deed in Cctocber to their own
realty company, the Salaam Temple Realty Corporaticn. The Sariners broke ground for
the Temple early in April, 1922, An inauvgural perfermance was held on September 8,1925,
and the building was dedicated on October 3, 1925, The theatre in the Leuple was known
as the "Mosque Theatre' (See photo #1, front cover of inaugural program).- . ..

At the dedication, it was announced that the architects had been commissioned to design
an office tower to sit upen the present building (see photo #2, original model for
Salaam Temple with tower). The tower, however, was not buiit for financial reasons.

Vhen the Depression came, the hall suffered financial troubles, and was scld at a
Sheriffs sale on March 3, 1933 to the Prudential Life Insurance Co. of America for
$10C plus the balance Ofc$1 £400,853.33 mortgage. The building was subsequently sold
on October 26, 1942 to Frank Merrit, Anma Lois i 2ters and MNewmen H. Waters, all frem

Birmingham, Alabama. They held the building for two years until October 14, 1944, when
it was sold to Radioc Center Inc. for $364,900, whe in turn sold it to the city of
Newark on October 5, 1964 for $240,000 leqs $46 500 in back taxes and unpaid water bills.

b
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From 1938 to 1858, Newark Symphceny Hall "entercd inte a 20 wear pericd
e o ts ther '

eseeo the Griffith Music Foundation presented ite concerts the Lnda;ion, a
philanthropic 'empire' headed by the formidabtle Mrs. Parker U. Grififi t?, was single-~
handedly responsible for New Jersey's entry intec Americsn cmitural life. On Mrs,
Crif{fith's death in 1938, the fpundation fell apart, but theve is scavc 7y a musical
's

institution in the Garden State which does not owe a great deal to Mrs., Griffith
indefatigable work"

"In addition to a program of high-level auditions for Naw
Griffith Foundation presented a concert seriec at Newark S

thousands of New Jersey schocl children received their fir e
forwing arts through the Griffith concerts, not tc mcntlcn the genera audience.
Mrs. Griffith wanted only the best, and she got it: A dazzling trail of historic
names, many of the greatest artists of the 20th century, performed on that stage”.1
"To list all is impossible, but consider....
Rachmaninoff, Paderewski, Artur Schnabel, Fritz Kreisler,
Heifetz, Rubenstein, Horowitz, George Gexach.ir5 e Lnln,..
singers: Kirsten Flagsatad, Helen Traubel, 54
Lily Pons...crchestras: Toscanini and the
Orchestra, Bruno Walter and the Columbia, Eug
and the FnﬂlaiLlnhla, the Boston, the Cleveland... T
Metropolitan Opera Nationzl Company, the Ballzt Russe de
Monte Carlo'.
"After the Griffith era... the hall ccntinued to sponsor an intermational artists
series under the managements of Moe Septee and Mordecai Bawumeu, but mounting deficits

forced the cancellation of the series in 1972. Since then, Symphony Hall has
presented the state's leading performing ensembles, educational series, theatrical 1
production, pop and rock concerts, films, ethnic programs znd large civic gatherings

1 L]
The (Newark) Sunday Star Ledger, March 23, 1975, section 4, page 11,"Symphony
m

Hall to Mark its 50th with grand gala' by Michael Redmond.
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3. Digcussiong with lonaid Ceyer, Architectural ngeializing on Newark, also
file card number 15-6-BA(x) from Mr. Gevers unpubllshcu £3le of historic buildings

S.

6.

Te

in Newark, available at Newark Public Library.

The Architecture of Cheice, Eclect sm in America,

1974, pages 16/-171. b T

Essex County Courthouse, Fall of Records, the following books:
BR6, pages 275 - 298, 1933
V100, pages 256 - 298, 1942 .
Rl”ﬁ, paege 569, 1944
4048, pages 462, 1964

Articles from Newark Evening News:

by Walter C. Kicaney,

October 2, 1925, No. 12,988, page 7, 'Jupiter's Frown Fails to Cloud Salaam

Temple Dedicator's Ardoxr"

October 3, 1925, No. 12,989 page 1, "Princess of DIizsert in Tribal Array

,
March on Mosque'.

October 5, 1925, No. 12990, page 8 "Will begin Plans for

The Sunday Call, Newark, New Jersey, April 2, 1922, Volume L.I.

v 3

alaam Temple".

Salasm Tower"

Xo0.2,603,

2
>art 111, Page 18,"Past Potentate Aronson FEreaks Ground for the New Mosque of
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v, Volume 62, No.29, March 23, 1875 "Symphony Hall to Mark
a" - Saction 4, Page 11, by Michael Rednmond.
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1. The {Newark) Sta
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Oth with Grand Ga i
2. Uroublished vcsearch paper Ly Flera Higgens, Librarian, Svmpbony Hall, Newark; an
tated Bibliography, 19/6.
(continued)
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

UTM REFERENCES

6] 15,019 000) [ El a1 R ,
ASTING NORTHING ZON
1
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

[TSTALL STATES AND CCUNTIES FOR PROPEKRTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ‘ 2 cooe COUNTY x 2 ‘CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY : : CODE
(Terry Larschner, Historic Sites Sembion
609-252-2033 ; )

Poror Rubinstein, Architecture/Design Specialist

ORGANIZATION . DATE . .
Yeu Jersey Stefe Council oo the Arts ey ~~ August 17, 1576
STREST & NUMBER - TELEPHONE .
27 Wemt State Streest - (609) 262~-6130
CITY R TOWN , STATE >

{

Trenton. New Je

sy

TATE HISTORICP ?E%fﬁ‘AfWCFTﬁ“a CER CEETIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIOMAL STATE_X LOCAL

As the designated Stale Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 19686 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this proparty for inclusion in the National Register and cemfy that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. .

N

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE ~ ™" . en e’

TTLE re vt et - o . £

o e - Yon - P 40N L. B . L
l8glarver, Jenarigent of “rvirgntant )l fvgtoetion

FOHR MPS USE ONLY
| HERERY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

—— s

RECTOR, OFFICH GF ARCHEQLGOGY AND HISTORIC PHESERVATION

GPO 892-453
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
" WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

The Director of the National Pérk Service
William J. Whalen -
is pleaséd to inform you that‘the historic property listed on the
enclosed sheet has been nominated by the State Historic Preservation
Officer responsible for your State's impleméntation of the Nationzl
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 état. 915), as
aﬁended. It has accordingly been entered in the National Register

of Historic Places. A leaflet explaining the National Register is

enclosed for your information and convenience.

Enclosures
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

stare NEW JERSEY

Date Entered OCT S 197?
Name Location
Grant A.M.E. Church ) . . . .+  Chesilhurst

Camden County

Feigenspan Mansion Newark

Essex County

Salaam Temple , : ; ‘ . Newark
(Newark Symphony Hall) ' Essex County
Tuttle House : ‘ Whippany

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Homn.
Hon.

Morris County

Also Notified

Clifford P. Case
Harrison A. Williams, Jr.
James J. Florio

Peter W. Rodino, Jr.
Millicent H. Fenwick

ARTU AT AAMARERAIALIET o7 T

Wt b e e m e cm s weaibinia el dBe stiib B il

I



/ E 4
; , i o, . " ! o
' ) ? ' R
. . )
- . -y ! " ) o R »
~ g = , ) o LA
‘ ‘ g - i ool
. ] ' = . s, tulp
" ° > ’ a
i obew v 5t y : . .
. 3 5 . " . Y.'l . _
) - » & ',
12, .
View of chandelier from stage ;
Photographer: Peter Rubinstein =~ - - : |
17 Oxford Drive ' T . .
. Livingston, ¥J 07039 .. ~° .
Negative Location: Same as above . ;
Photo:taken: May, 1976 ; . .
" Camera direction, West Northwest and up ;
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'Current photo of Newark Symphony Hall
facade

Photographer: Peter Rubinstein
17 Oxford Drive

Livingston, NJ 07039
Negative Location: Same as above
Photo taken: May, 1976

Camera direction, East Southeast
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View of Newark Symphony Hall stage today
Photographer: Peter Rubinstein
17 Oxford Drive
Livingston, NJ 07039
Negative Location: Same as above
Photo taken: May, 1976

Camerz diréction, East Southeast
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