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CONDITION . CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIQARATED __UNALTERED _HORIGINAL SITE
Hgoco __RUINS _XALTERED __MOVED pAaTEL____
__FAIR __UNEXPCSED
CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church, built in 1871-1880 by Jeremiah
O'Rourke, is a brownstons church in the Gothic style. ieasuring approxi-
mately 73 pv 1565 fz=2t, the building is oriented with the apss2 facing
east and Ta2 maln entrance facing west. The structure consists of
tall central nave p by lower aisles and transepts, satrance
vestibules, a ground fioor underneath the entire church area, zand a
two—-story projection that wraps around the east end of the church.

The long nave has a sta2ep, slate gable roof. Lower, less inclined
roofs covar the aizles which are separated from the nave by seven bays
of p che > Slznday olumns and elaborate Corinthian caovitals.
Ac 1 gixtnr bays there are shallow transepts on bot
Sis

t the ceiling by wooden trusses with ths
inal ceiling was redesigned in the 1950's
There are traces of nurals pz 1nte on

that have received new finishes.

s to the church: one for each aisle and

a2 Lthres sntrence

th ance =zlong tha nave. A balcony rises above the entrance
ve a and ov 23 into the nave. The apse consists of a
ol th thre talined glass lancet w1ndows above. Side
al ulated flank the main altar at the end of each
ai

The front facade is an & symetrical arrangement of the central nave
with 1ts steep gable roci, a low aisle with a projecting entrance
vestisule and a heavy, sguare, corner bell tower with a flat top. Along
the si o n bav 13 2 tall stained glass pointed arch window. All
aro 2r= stone buttresses supporting the walls and
B

There is no physical or historical evidence indicating that the
tower was aver higher than it is now or that it ever had a spire.
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Continuation: shes Item number 7 Page 1
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7 St. Joseph's Rectory is a 3-story brick structure
s. The foundation is stone. The building has a four
e with a two story projecting brick bay. The central
ra “»edaj up a flight of stairs is embraced by a decora-
This door presently has a modern aluminum awning.
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e at the third level.
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have a low pitch with a slightly projecting
the front facade. The overhanging cornice
ard. There are double brick cnwmneys with
1d facade.
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with Gothic arches and Jacobethan foaLureu,
1~d immediately north of the church, is a
ding constructed in 1894. This bulidlna

1 ! 1Eed the gite ¢ lier two story brick church-school built
1 pep The pregsnt b ~'ug has a cornerstone with the 1859 date
inscribed in it bt az zctural features ascribe a much lat~- date to
tee building,

r facade 1s the current main entrance to the
probably an entrance on the linear Ffacade

Mawlrat Qb

fhe darket Stre=t facade has a center entrance front ispiece with
Flemisnh gablzs. The first and second levels and the projecting frontis-
plece is defined by a decorative terra cotta belt course. The center
stone Gothic arch entrance is flanked by slightly smaller brick Gothic
arch secondary entranceways. The north doorway has been bricked over
while the south door is a modern steel firedoor.
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Saint Jose: Reman Catholic Church Comple:
Continuaticn s
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The linear facade has nine baya visually divided into three equal
segments. The center portion projects slightly from the main building
ané¢ has a stepped gable.

The roof is hip with brackets beneath the overhanging eave. The
foundation of the building is stone. The building is in deteriorating
condition with oplvwood over all openings on the top floor and numerous

s X

brokan window:

of one larze room oan the first floor with cast iron

)

torium. The upper flcors typically have a central
, Wide stairs are located on both ends of the
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S1ACU-1499 __CONSZRVATION —lAw __SCIENCE ; :‘
== 1560=1599 —ECTNOMICS — LITERATURE __SCULPTURE - :
~1600-1629 , __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN &
~-1700-1788 __ENGINZZRING —MuUsIC —THEATER ; e
X1800-189% _EXPLOSATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION | o
_-18C60- —CONMMUNICATICNS _INDUSTRY . __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPzCIFY)
=1 TES N N . .
SFECIFIC DATES 1871-1880 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 5.t v 0'nourke
STATEMENT GF SIGNIFICANGE ‘
f
The S5aint Joseph Roman Catholic Church Complex reflects the expan-— i
sion of Catholicism in the City of Newark (and pavticularly in this i
section) 1in the late 19th century to the second quarter of the Zith cemtury. §
4
The C¢hurch b tself is a good example of Victorian CGothie
architecture, alt arous examples exist in Newark. Designed by :
prominent MNew Jer :tect Jeremiah O'Rourke, the nearly pristine ‘
interior features Joseph's makes this an important example of ;
hig work. ;
‘§
2 ! B 0= L. 1 !,"\
Jacent {which dates as far back as 1859) evidences the i
s fir in a thorough, but religiously based, education |
YOUng :
- 4
i
ocl provided important religious and 4
f similar back gcounds (predominately .
' ¢
;
i
The significanc Joseph's koman Cathclic Church rests on its i
architectures and its the religious and social history of MNewark. :
As the zoyenin Casths!? 2 in the Clty, it represents the first step !
+ R e = N ~ B S % - 9 Tt - L‘q
to organizsz the Cat n the growing section of Newark called the i
REIIE™, i
g
Foundad in snop James Roosevelt Bayley, first bishop of {773
the MNewark Dioc story brick church-school building was built | ]
next to the pre to serve increasing numbers of immigrants [
- g , 2o
s2ttling there,. 111" was originally a part of the St. Patrick's '
; -~ 5 " -, . ¥ . . |
Pro—-Cathedral parish but the construction of the Morris Canal bisected
the parish while it attracted many immigrants to the area. The new-
comers were mostly workers in Newark's industries such as the quarries, E
coach-making shops, hat and shoe factories and leather tanneries. |

The Reverend Bernard McQuaid, pastor of the St. Patrick’s, first”

president of Seton Hall and later bishop of Rochester, New York, bought ‘
the land where the church was to be built. For nine years priests from ;g
St. ?atric: s continued to sgexve St. Joseph's until 1868 when the
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Significance {continued)
Reverend Jam=s F. Dalton of the Cathedral was named pastor. Shortly
after, on a visit to Ireland he brought over a stone from the historic
vale of Giendalough to be used as corner stone for the proposed new
church, as the need for a bigger edifice soon became apparent. The
stone was 1aid with great pomp and ceremony on Thanksgiving Day, 1872.
The design of the church was undertaken by Jeremiah O'Rourke, a
famous architect whc designed several churches, among them St. Michael's
Roman Catholic Church and St. Aloysius' Roman Catholic Church in Newark.
O'Rourke chose to design St. Joseph's Church in the Gothic style. The
plan departs from the traditional Catholic church lay-out in the sim-
plicity of its apse and in the shallowness of its transepts. The church
is a good example of the Gothic style in church architecture especially
since it has maintained its original form and details in spite of some
minor renovations dons to it earlier.

y was delayed considerably. It was not
unt church was dedicated, and by that time
Fatl succeeded by Reverend Thomas J. Toomey
who the completion of the church after his
appoin

me a pericd of growth for St. Joseph's.

iocesan Vicar General, Reverend John J.
fourth bishop of Newark. St. Joseph's
the City and its membership climbed.

The new D2a:
O'Conngcr whe
became ths

AT movement towards the suburb began to change
the fat 2y ol ith the massive clearance of areas surrounding
the chu for Urbd al, the parish was diminished to its presently
miniscule population which is not enough to support the activities and
the cost of maintaining the large church.
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Fivon, Joseph M., The Catholic Church ir New Jersey, The Publisher's Printing Co.,
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New York, NY,.1%04,
Arricle, Yewark News, May 17, 195

Original building contracts, Hew Jersey Historical Society
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ZBeginning at a point at the intersection of West Market and
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Folsom, Joseph F. The Municipalities of Essex County, New Jersey 1666—
r volumes, New York, Lewis Historical Publisaing Co.,
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Urgunart, Frank. A History of the City of Newark, New Jersey, Thre
volumes, MNew York, Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1913.
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