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Branch Brook Park (hzreinafter referred to as "Park") is approxi-
mately two miles in lengtn and a quarter of a mile wide, covering .562
square miles. As a result of a series of land purchases and donations,
it has reached its current size of 359.72 acres. Running through the
center of the "Park" is Branch Brook Lake surrounded by Cherry -Blossom
trees as well as other trees and foliage. There are also smaller ponds g
within the "Park." The Second River which flows easterly through the ?
Morthern Sxtension of the "Park" is lined on both banks with the ¢
greates= concentraticn of flowering Cherry Blossom trees. tany ball
fields and recreaticnal facilities are located throughout the entire
length of the "Park”. Included in the Southern Division of the "Park"
are the boathouse on the south shore of Branch Brook Lake and the
Brearen——r » . —which-serves as an ice. skating rink in the
winter in the summer.
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nly 25 acres of land existed in Essex County
County rFark Commissio first in the United States, was created ' in
T895. shortly EasTs ; tire Lopﬁlsblon anounced—that it would
acquire 3,000 acres in County. = :
i
In 1835 the (it of Mewark transferred roughly 60 acres of land to 5
the Park Comm Sye served as the starting point upon which §
Branch Brook- Previousiy this Ytand-was virtually a ]
SWamp SuUrrounc nt houses. The swamp was drained, the :
houses razed, or the lake and the development of the §
"Park" was rov , ; :
:
M Branch Brook Park before 1900. A lake i
replaced wer gardens were set in place, lawns were é
graded idges were built. People came to hear ¥
band concer on the lawn, to view the flower beds, to i
fishk e 2nmer, and to ice skate in the winter. ¢
5
T did not go unnoticed. Following the
52,082 through 1897, the voters of Essex County,
in 182 tures of $1.5 million for additional park
desvelo mT . e ater in 190 the voters approved another §$1
million for the Park Commission. ollars were, as they are now,
evidence ofi public support and enthusiasm. .
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Branch Brooik Park

Newark, Essex County

New Jersey )
Description (continued)

.

The Commissio* was able to extend its acquisitions north by the
public spirited gene ity of the Ballantine Family who donated all the
in the "Park" lines, amounting to 30.32 acres.

land owned by tbem

Robert F. Ballatine con buted a handsome gateway in 1899 at a cost of
' ,3“3, WAL CR 18 REWTRIFETE afrterits donor. An additional 51.59 acres
were given to the Commission by Z.M. Keen, William A. Righter, and the

Heller-Pamid e e

and divisions of Branch Brook Park are

The oresent bocundariss

delineated on Mzp 1. _.The "Park" is divided into four divisions:

Southern Division, Mié2ls Division, Northern Division,™and Northern

Extznsion. )

. TP SHN |

Buildings and §8ites Withia or Contribiting to the Character of Branch

Brook Park: e

1. Svdenham H {0 Road to Bloomfield -~ No. 1 on Map 2): Colo-
niai, z sto i tone and cirapboard, LJilt ca. 1712, egnlarged
four times s ent 14 rooms. The house is registered with
the Library c¢i Congress as part of the 1935-36 Historic American
Building Survey and is listed on the State and National Registers
of Historic Placses. (TJlS building is immediately outside of
Brancn Brook Parx prcoez.)

Description {(continuszd)

2 & Cathedral of the Sacred Heart (Sixth Avenue and Clifton Avenue -
No. 2 on Maz 2:: Ciassic French Gothic, constructed of the finest
imported and domestic marble, its towers rise 232 feet. The
Catnedr'l covers an area of 45,000 square feet. Sacred Heart is
the fifth largest cathedral in the United States; it borders-

Branch Brook Park on its eastern boundary overlooking Brancn Brook’
Lake. Since Decembar 22, 1975, the Cathedral has been registered
as a State and National Historic Place. (The Cathedral is immedi-
ately outside of Branch Brook Park proper.)

AT IR B

TR S

i
¥
g

e




L

4 PIITED STATES BEPARTIENT OF THE TTERIOR 2
JFRITAGE CONSER '-\TIC‘I"V D RECREATION SERVICE

\'"ION AL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PWACESM
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

ET ITEM NUMBER

CONTINUATION SHE

Branch Brook Park

Nawark, Essex County, New Jersey
Descripticn {(continued)

Py

3 Batiantine—Gateway —(Balldntine Parkway and Lake Street - Nos. 3

and 4 on Map 2): French Renaissance, two one-story buildings, red £
rick and limestone, on either side of the Ballantine Parkway §

entrance. Between these two buildings stands a wrought iron gate, §
117 f=2et high and 40 feet wide, which opens to its entire width. :
DOnm=ted™ U0 BTanTL BYCOK Park in 1899 by Robert 'F. Ballantine, it :
is & replica of gatehouse in Scotland. The arcnitects were ;
Carrere and Hastings-of New York City, noted architects of the New !
York Public Library and the Frick HMansion (Art Museum). g

4, Prudential Lions (Boat Landing - No. 5 on Map 2): Two Lions, 8 i
feet tall, weighin: tons apiece. They are the original sculp- :
tures by Karl Bit for “the Prudentlal Insurance Company of §
Americas From 1501 = 1956 the Lions were located above the i
dcors of the Broad Street entrance to the Prudentlal.ﬂﬂﬁhen that §
bulléing was tazed make way for the company's new corporate :
office, the Lions : removed. Prudential presented them to the
Esz=x Countyv Park ssion on June 1, 1959. The were placed on
either side ¢ landing near the conuerc mall.

5. Cherry Ble 23 (Branch Brook .Park - primarily Northecrn
Extensicn a L:2r Parkway): This is the largest collection
of Llevwerin Blcssom trees in the United States. The old ,
Bambergsr E ich occupied much of the Northern Extension i
Grew C TV trzes, tnus providing the style of arrangement 5
1 expan when more trees were donated and replaced .
In 1527 the er-Fuld Family, through Caroline Bamberger-
Fuid, donat than 2,000 of these trees to beautify Branch
Brock Park. the coriginal donation over 50 years ago, the
Essex County Park Commission has planted well over 1,500 more
trees. 'Today Branch Brook Park boasts the largest display and

variety of Cherry Blossom trees in this country, surpassing those
in the Tidal Basin of the Nation's Capital in both nunmber and
different types of blossoms. These trees are known to have a life
span of approximately 40-50 years. As a result, the Newark Cherry
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Description {continued) ’ B

ssom Festival, Inc., a private non-profit corporation, estab-

io
l:skea—a—mrerFundwiﬁ 1976 to raise moneys for the replacement and
replen 1s"m°1* of Branch Brook's Cherry Blossom Trees. To date,
he chated $10,000 in the form of 270 Cherry Blossom

fron h rangement—of-Cherry-Blossom trees in the "Park.

6. Essex County Park Commission Building (115 Clifton Avenue - No. 6
on Map 2): Tvo—stor;ps, steel frame, concrete walls faced with
brick, concrete flcors, Spanish tile roof. Built 1214-1916.
The Park Commission bu ldlng was dQSlgned for the Park- Commission
by Harold Van Bueren Magonlcle. It is a good example of Second
Rensissanee—Revivai—architecture. -Two-special features are the
Palladian window in tha front center of the building and tne upper
storv tiles that were painted by the architect's wifel
Betwesn 1395 z Park Suverintendents and Engineers were
houssd at 1588 nue in Newark. They moved into this new
building in 18 r, the Park Commissioners remained in
downtown Hewzar ntil moving into the Park Commission
Building in 19 mber 1977, the Park Commission Building
was listed on t National Registers of Historic Places.

7 ated at south end of "Park" in the old

: Enclosed, clear span structure,

120 feet wide, 220 feet long, 36 feet
Within the original walls of the old City Reservoir is the skating
rink and adjoining park lct. An outdoor artificial rinik stood on
this same site since 1957. The present rink has the same floor,
engine room, compressors and pipes as the 1957 rink.

8. The Boat House (South end of "Park" adjacent to Interstate Route

280 - No. 8 on Map 2): One-story, brick masonry, stucco walls,
wood roof, wood trusses inside with plywood sheetings over trus-

ses, approximately 60' x 25'. Built 1940.
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The original Bosat 3 built in Victorian style in the late
1890%s neaxr the si of the present buildings. Ice skating and
boating were majcr attractions at the "Park." This house was torn
down arcund 1528 to old age and decay. Interest in canoesing
and rowpoatiny <=0 =3 in the 1960's. After Interstate Route 280
was completeg avou 1272, tne Boat House was closed.

2): Along the Parx road to the east of
rvith of the Ballantine Gateway Lhers sots
tone surrounded by evergreen pushes. It

End Junior Municipality on Jyne 4, 1923
vouth of the 8th Ward who died in World

&l

: Branch Brook Park has two buildings
into centers where Senicr Citizens gather
play Bocce ball and engage 1n other
»:tbs have a Lotul membership of over 700.

ld Avenue — No. 10 on Map 2): Vic-
frame, columns, and rooi; walls are

shingles, 4 gables, built early 1930's
‘ing approximatley 45' x 18'. Converted
i . The asphalt parxing lot was

0
.
7
=

e~

. {¥orith of Hellesr Parkway and tennis courts - No. 11 on Map
Z2Yz On orefabii wood siding and frams, Approxi-
tely 32 as a fi=21d houss, then tcol

noy

(Nos. 12 and 13 on iMa
) Corva all of tie cou

rK" greennouse
are locatpd 7'n an aree ¢l xreat

The Greenhouse

'lt in 1yOu, connacts the Lwo gree nhOdb
rk" pump in 1ts pasensnt. It 1s a one—s'
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The original three greenhouses have
s |

ing about 70 feet by 15 feet.

been removed. Now standing 1is a 45-year old greenhouss (70% g
20"} and a 3~year old greenhouse (70' x 40'), both are filled with
beautiful indoor and cutdoor plants. Since their inception, the
greznhouses have heen used to produce park plants and to hold
Plants over the winter,. In the summer, in conjunction with the
greanhouse, the 'S Recreation Department has run a program for
Senio: itizens % retarded and handicappad children and adults.
The participan Llearn to grow their own plants in an eight~week
prcgram. Bl pecializing in Chrysanthemums, took place
here until popularity declined in the '60's due in
part to the the o0ld greenhouses.

A large elect hat supplies drinkaple water from a well
TwWo ndred ranch Brook uanu, 15 located beneath a

the greenhouse maintenance building.
lacements for the pump, the last being
water to the lake in dry periods, and

mer weather by keeping a £low tinrough

IR

centrifugal water pump in a shed (lo. 14

Ther

'} tands as a Tool house, at the head of the
1z sicn. This pump, installed in 1907, at cne
T to the north end of the lake near Heller
Pay 7 was removed giving way to the present well
il

(Nos. 15 and 16 on iap 2):
enhouse. Steel, cement bhlock
ice building. Built 1967-8.

I ROREG]

These bulldings house the equiprtant and staff responsible for the
upkeep and construction Oflthe gssex County ?Parks. The original
maintenance yard was built it 1395 and consisted of a complex of
orick barn- shaped bui ildings. All of these structures were removed
by 1%967. A storage garage pullt in 1975 is located behind the

[y
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Descriptiocn {continusd) 3

13. Sand Court Sheltsr (Clifton Avenue just north of Interstate Route
280 - No. 17 on Map Zj: Open brick structure, wood frame roof,
apprcximately 487 x 20°'. Built in 1899, Olmsted Brothers Archi-
Lectss
This the center for children'’s activities since
1aes & sand boxes around the buildings. Tne Park
Com: tnat in 1905 the average daily attendance at
the= “"little fclks" lawn nearby was 1,081 and
sea ' '

14. Oct g und, named after an esarly Park
Comnm :  West o% Barringer High School
an na e igned by the Olmsted Brothers,
£6! masonry, about 8 feet on each side, wood frame

rown trees, this shelter, also called the
nded by formal gardens adding to its very
Southern Division of the Parx.

15 19 on Map 2): Next to Sand Court

ic brick masonry, wood roof. Built

. -

10,

Next to recreation building with ad-
ketball courts. Concrete block, stucco,
x 15%).

5. (No. 14 on Map 2): Just south of Bloomfield Avenue, wood
frame, 8' x 8'. Formerly housed original 1907 water pump.

g (No. 21 on Map 2): Mill Street and Franklin Avenue, pre-
fabricated wood frame, 25' x 15'. Bullt ca. 1&32.
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Off Liake Street between Park and Bloomfield

17. ©Octagon Field House (
Averues - No. 22 on Map 2): Used as Men's and Ladies' Rooms; wood 3
frame, conc e block, exterior stucco, shingle roof, approxi-

eaot cn each side.

(Nos. 23 and 24 on Map 2): Located
Dfudentlal Lions near Park Avenue; concrete

LTI 0 SR A RIS B o

and winding. L

on eithexr si I e
block, stucco, Ela® tar roof, 15" ¢ 15'. Built 1921. i
r‘;
Thess buildings app=zar as the original buildings other than the :
windows that have been closed up with cement. In 1975, the roois :
were reframed and ste=l door and frames replaced parts that had
peen rotting.
i
1a. Ten {North of Heller Parkway entrance - NoO. ?
25 ted Sears-Roebuck all wood frame siding -
and roximately 35' x 15°'.
rook Park in 1906. The courts were Jgcass
Now there are 16 clay courts and 4 hard
ts aré continually f£illed during the i
pe {
i
20 s 26 on Map 2): Wood frame and ]
ble dash finish, windows ]
attractive lumber ceiling -
this building had showerzs, - & i
is used as an urban day camp in the L
21. wWinding Road and Bridges. The roads in Branch Brook Park are now A
paved cut still follow the paths of the original roads which were . & 4
designed for horse and bu“qy They are designed in the old - | ¢
¢ 5 1

ic tradition which is natural, informal
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Description {continued)

In the 1920's and 1930's small stone and cement pedestrian briddges
were constructed many designed by the Olmsted Brothers. They
5lend beautifully with the informal, rural look of the "Park and
follow foot paths throughout the "pPark.” There are sevefal of
these bridges between Heller Parkway and Bloomfield Avenue.
The Park angd Blocmiield Avenue bridges were completed in 1904.
The Park Avanue bridges cost $83,687; its Bloomfield Avenue coun-—
ter; cost about I that amount. At that time the Park Avenue
brigd was one £ largest of its partiemlar kind in the
cou with z clear of 132 feet. The ornamental-work on the
bri used art stone closely resembling cut Indiana lie
5to Payris o riginal ornamentatlion hava been removad.

e) are two railroad bridges, th
: and the Second River, and two
a fabulous of the Cherry

Uirng o4

view
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MIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

AREAS OF SIG
—ARCHEULUGGY-PREHISTCRIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING _‘S.ANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE w RELIGION "
7 00-1439 —ARCHECLOGYHISTORIC XCONS ERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE ‘ .
1500-15393 AGRICULTUR __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE _.SCULPTURE
18C0-1699 __ARCHITECTURSZ ___EDUCATION __MILITARY ___SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
17C0-1799 __ENGINZERING —Music _THEATER o B
1802-128299 __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
1200- __iINDUSTRY __POUITICS/GOVERNMENT KoTHeR (5P2CIFY
_INVENTION Recreation
PECIFIC DATES 1395 BUTLDEAFARCHITECT - O i DOEATE & RN, barredt; Olusssd
Brothers Landscape Architecture .Firn
TATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE
The First County Park System
Branch Brook Park has the distinction of being one of the original
parks opened for public use in the Nation's first county park
system, the Essex County Park Commission, which was established in
1865, Branch Breock Park is also significant for its graceriul
landscape architecture in large part a contribution of the firm of
Frederick Law Olmsted, one of America's most famous landscape
architacts. '
The cove County Park Commission’'s Repdft of 1976-
1977 xeaa First County Park System."” In his book
publishe led "The First Couquy Park System", Fred-
eri ¥ velopment of this extended and coszly park
sys

spac

of the Commission
ce in a rapidiy developling urban
swamp lands provided little value to

n'ts early recog-

ssible without draining, and

practlcallv worthless. 1In the

g & ralny season, many acres

?mpasiable to a person on foot

rica.
The first boundaries and plans for Branch Brook weres agreed upon
July 30, 1835 and extendsd only so far as Park Avenue to the north
and Orange Street to the south. Grading and surface work began
June 15, 1856.
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ning Branch Brook Park As with any such

als and groups COHtrlbULeu. Here we gilve

unty Park Commission, the Olmsted Brothers

Flrm, and John Bogart and HN.f. Barrett,

ungin QLS =
B¢ xperience 1n park -
o: 894 to provids the s--
31 evelopmant of 3Branca TR
Al x Countv. Bogart & 3az tt
o recreation not surpassed in any
O £ &andscape treatment developed
by . Work on the "Park” De2gan
in ans of Bogart and Barrett. Due tc cut-
pac 3 rminated in 1897. At that time,
Fra submltted a report that was valuable in
el ion.
On Commission  hired the Olmsted Brothers
Eir lans for the completion of ths South-
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new general plans
ir contract was no
fir
parks up to 1940.

dle and
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for the

t renewed

m was called upon for consultation

i , Sr. is considered to be tne father of

= e and the founder of landscape architecture

i merica. In 1857 he designed Hew York City's

khis established the precedent for parks in urban
ted the pLOfesswon of landscape architecture., A5 ’

his work increased, he Orjd“¢LCu the Olmsted

pe ! hitect FPirmm consisting ¢f his broiner, his

many ahCOﬂDTLGHWMnfC includ Tie

C ;s : #al ,

50 & ries

the

ai S
his anua his
and Branoh

SR R SN AR B B WAL Y vrae

RS by DI Ao 1S G AR E 2 A Y il TR OO TR E i g T

e ATty

- B ar e




ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES

INVE

ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
TION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

New Jersszy

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

Significance {continued) '
The Olmsted Brothers spoke of the "Park" as 'unmistakable and most
satisfactory evidence of that love of the beautiful in nature and
in art which does more than anything else to inspire the neart and
the intellect and through them to make life worth living."

rxz's Chervry Blossom trees are considered to Dbe
and most impressive in the world.
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v of Washington's cherry blossoms, in 1927

Inspired

Caroline donated some 2,050 Japanese Cherry Blossom
trees County Park Commiszssion, which were to be
planted rook Park. Qver the;years the Essex County
Park Co 2dded about 1,500 more Cherry Blossom trees
brinain ~o well over 3,000, the largest display and
var in the United States. '
Th=2 Festival, Inec. has ralsead over $10,000
znr hlished in 1976 and has planted more
tha ees 'in Branch Brook Park to replenish
and ees donated ' in 1927.

C

o divided into single and double flowering
-ar“ has both single and double specizs of
he single types, the Yoshino predominates,

i

vy blossoms in Branch Brook Park, including
. Higan, Subhirtella, Autumnails, Sargent's
Fungenzo and the most popular double
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There are at least nine other varieties of .
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Description {continued) ‘ N - £
i
' ing about 70 feeat by 15 feet. The original three greenhouses have :
peen removed. NOW standing is a 45-year old greennhouse (70" x !
90') and a 3-year old greenhouse (70" x 40'), both are filled wiew” i
‘peautiful indoor and outdoor plants. Since their inception, the :
gresnhouses have been used to produce park plants and to hold i
‘plants ovex the winter. In the summer, in conjunction with the 4
. greenhouse, the Park's necreation Department nas run a program for §
. i genior Citizens and retarded and handicapped children and adults. :
. The participants lzarn to grow their own plants 1in an eighi-week i
ProgTame. Flower ShOWS: specializing in Chrysanthemuns, took place %_
there until 1589. mheir popularity declined in the 160's due in f
part to the poor shape of the old greenhouses. §
T
A large electrical pumd, that supplies drinkable water rrom a well ;
"tywo nhundred fe=t walow to-Branch Brook Lake, is located benezath a i
| gyap 400% inp the basemsnt of the greenhouse maintenance building. i
mhers nave DN s=veyzl replacements for the pump, the last belng s
i ) This wall suppiles water to the laxe in dry periods, and ¢
5] sE&Znation warmer weather by keeping a flow tinrough !
| |
4
Thex centrifugal water pump in a shed (Wo. 14 t
{on Mag rands as a Tool housez, at the head of the i
laks in cn. This pump, installed in 1907, at one §
time S the north end of the lake near Hellerx 4
P Parkid .25 removed giving way +o the present well LM1
. i b e
im i ) §~%
' 3
12 ; C32e° ce Buildings (Nos. 15 and 16 on Hap 2): ! %
Occunying 12 3afl . as the greenhouse. Steel, cement block - .
compleax Lot nd a small office building. Bullt 1967~-8. ; f
: nt and staff responsible for the - -

These buildings aouse the equipne
and construction of the Essex County parks. The original

upkeep
395 and consisted of a complex of

. malntanance yard was built in 1 %
prick barn-shaped buildings. ALl of these structures were removed ‘
by 1967. /A storage garage built in 1875 is located behind the i
i
|

greenhouses.-
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Branch Brock Park

Newark, Essex County ;
New Jersey i
‘ CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 4 :
Significance (continued) §
?
In the Southern Division of the Park, near the Prudential Lions, :
there is a plague on a stone explaining the history of Camp §
Freli ' !

E. Significant Areas of the Park

The Reservoir (No. 27 on Map2)

R T RO RTINS e T ey

The walls of th= old F**y Reservoir still stand around the ice

skating rink and parking lot. Once called the Clifton Avenue

 Reservoir and located in what was once called Reservoir Park, tnis
area was a guarvy in 1871 and was converted into a reservoir in !
1873. It was inefficient and costly to operate from the beginning i
hecauze the watsr leaked through the lnddéouaue cement and stone ¢

walls. It was abandon and has been dry since 1912. At one time

tenemenits rimmed th servoir. These dwellings were torn down to

maxe wayv for the - landscaped Branch Brook Park in 189¢6.
The Feservoir Fountalin %

£ ected with the Rsservoir is that it

t the Newark News in 1903 reportad to

owing fountain." The Newark Water

eported that the discharge of 490,000 :
eater than that from any found in the 1
ne Vanderpool and Morris Sherverd,

oo
Foaw ¢F =4 D

B 22
Lizg 12363, Fountain was a great attraction. It -
r spurting 50 feet into the air. The Reservolr was
1912 and the Fountain was dismantled.

's Bust
£ '.‘:{
A six-foot high pedestal stands in the "park's" Southern Division - ! 3
just to, the west of Barringer High School.. A pust of the fFamous e
Mondelf;uhn restad heve until old Barringer was torn down in 1900
}_

e =Y

and LKe bust became a target for abuse. The bhust was a prize won
by the United Slnjers of Newark abt thne oalnAor‘end held in 1%02.
It was donated to the "Park" in 1904. A committes from bLhe bHa-
tional Sculpture Society "declare it to be in every LSt
it thus allowinyg it to be erectad. The w8t L8 orened
in a "Park" garage.
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g CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 5
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Significzance {continu=ag)
The Subway-Canal Connection
: . i
g;
The MNumbe ; Subway line runs above ground £from the Franklin i
Avenue St whicn 18 located several blocks north of Heller i
Parkway, ne west border of the "Park," eventually going n
undsrgroun rfolk Street to Pennsylvania Station. g
The Subway has vpark" property. Dubbed "the scenlc 3
route" because ch along the "Park," its construction ;
began on Novam , a few days after the stock market :
crash and fini 26, 1935, with an original cost Of six -
miliion dollars. - §
Ths Subway Lol ] sed of the old Morris Canal, a route that i
conce £floated b 'inking the coal minés of Pennsylvania with §
the i1ron mines s County and the markets of Newark and New §
Yorx City. T was never part of the "Park" property, i
e o . . . - oy B
aleneugn ic zttraction during its existence from 1829 i
gma 1912, A ] and notorious culture developead ?Hound the ?
~anzil and the = = whoO and traveled va> | aes 3
canal and the T = wno worked an raveled U212 barges. i
[
§
The Su v route is presently owned and operated by the Transport :
of New rsey. the last transport line to use trolley cars :
v - § i . i G
in New Jarsey. The criginal subway cars that replaced the trol- §
leve zre still rcunrning today and are in excellent condition. 7
3 : g
&
Sellar BFileld {No. 4% oo Map 2) A
- i
Altrough swampy and sometimes impassable by foot during heavy P
rains, the arss just south of Heller Parkway was used for airplane .
bara-storming opriocr to acguisition of part of this land by the o
: e = : 5 o . - . . ‘g
parx Commission in 1931. The EBastern terminal of the U.S. Aerial -
Mail Service used this field land for 18 months from 1919-19271. - ! i
This use was terminated afier a series of accidents and failure of E
early biplanes to negotiate its rough terrain and 900-foot landing i
strip. fefarred Lo as the worst of 1Es kind, the field was ;
plagued by weatherx cond%gions and many pilots and some onlcolers :
were killed from crasaes. ]
3
:

- T e e
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Significance (continued)
In his book By the Seat of My Pants, Dean Smith writes: "deller
Field in Newark was probably the worst of all. Situated as it was
between Tiffany's factory and a canal, approaching planes had to
glide between the factory and a steep hill, make a sharp bank over
a gully filled with debris, and guickly set down, right out of the
turn, to land on the2 edge of the field... the emplovees of Tif-
fany's would line up to observe .... a spectaculaxr qu ash in the
canal, a wild round loop, or a noseup into the mound. i During
that time hundrads of people flocked there on weak czends and holi-
days by troliley, hecrse and buggy to view these aerial antics.
The Ffisld had previcusly been owned by Paul Elias Heller, head of
sn important Hewark manufacturing family that ran Heller Tool and
Dye Ceonmpany. In 1877, a large battery was arected on the field by
Ganeral wWind of the Mew Jersey Militia.
THEG 26 on Map 2) built in 1905, sets on the
nort i and is used for recreation.
Recreaiicn
Bra rk haz provided recreational facilities for Newark
and th Cou since its creation in the 18%0's. In
addition i35 natural beauty and historical significance,
Brancih 3T -5+ offers many recreational activities to the
peopls It =rvesz znd is still meeting the needs of its urban
visiters oy sroviding a secluded haven away from the bustling city
life. Even more than its quxet and peaceful places, there are
many cholces available to those recreation-minding 1nd1v1du11 .
Branch Brook Park has all the fa ilities a park 1s expected to
have, and then some. In addition to its baseball, foo toﬁh&, and
soccer fields, Branch Brook Park has rennis and basketball courts.
There are playgrounds for children, as well as recreation c2a2nters

I

for ice skating in the winter and rolle

ial programs £or senlor citizens, including bDocca coucts.

~ 7
There 15 lsnxng in Branch DBrook Lake and some of its lacger
vonds; there are trails for running and jo
hike paths for CYCLJ sts. ‘There is also an I

ogging entnusiasts and
e Arena which 1s used
k

&
sy skatinyg in the suminer.
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T
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"ignificances (continued)

Envircnmental Improvements and Other Modifications

N

More improvements and additional work are currently underway

B U VRN e S B ilad

to beautify the "Park." The Essex County Park Commission nas E
recently received a2 $4 million grant (Green Acres) to make im- f
provements in Branch Brook Park. Some of the plans include the :
rehzhilitation of the existing boathouse so that it will once ¢
agzin be operational renting boats and serving refresnments. i
AlaO the Lake will bes redredged, cleaned and eventually stocked H
ith trout to provide more fishing pleasure for the "Park" visi- H
tors. A floating amphitheatre will be conotructnd on Branch Bvook H
Lake, connected to the boat-landing to provide more conce H
entertainment for the people of Essex County and Branch Brook j
P i S
ark. ; g
Other Green Acres funding will go into the renovation of the tot E
lot, the tennis c¢ourts, basketball courts, Building 25, and the 3
horse shos pitching arsa. There will also be tree and shrubbery §
plant ¢ {(charrvy tlosson.trees are to be replaced when they die), j
=nd esigting g is court building may be demolisnzd =0 nake .
rocm arge §
: , . ; . ]
Land [recpacto e mained stable for the most part. Growth in !
vege ion nas sst noticeable. There have been changes in H
the =2 botton cularly under the new bridge that passes in §
fron E Eha Boat! =. Construction of Interstate Route 280 in i
the iy 1%%58°'s g Sff about an acre of "Park" land and has ?%%
affe 2 =na wzs=sr Grainage. The Boathouse that was in use since ©R
1940 was closed in 1972. :
Due to the growth of trees, areas where formal gardens once
glamorously grew no longer are conducive for such growth.
Flowers are still planted throughout the "Park," par ticularly nearx
Park Avenue and Heller Parkway.

n-1977, the head of the lake south of Bloo mf le
£illed in and large trees surrounding the lake we
make way for a paved parking lot next Lc the Sen
Building. :

4
-
1
3
A
<

o

ECTRN



s srebr

HR~8-300A
UMITED STATES DEPARTHMENT OF THC I“TEPIOQ i
‘h\_' L L
HERITAGE CONSZRVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE FOR CR oy O;.Y

HATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES DATE\g';{;}:éé;j

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
Branch Brook Park
Newark, Essex County
New Jersey
COMTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 8

Significance (continued)

The Second River which runs through Branch Brook Extension along
Mill Streest was given a cobblestone bottom and cement canal-like
walls. Portions of the cobblestone bottom are now covered by
cemant.
in recent years some low growing vegetation has been thinned
throughout the "Park," particularly along Lake Street to improve
safety.
The citizens of Esse: ounty are proud of Branch Brcok Park.and
want to keep it as i intended, a haven for the urban dweller,
with something for ryone, unspoiled and beautiful in a time
when more and mors is literally being wasted. Branch Brook
Park maintains muc its original beauty and is interested
i€ thisg Today, Branch Brook Park is nationally
as cne of tmh: most extensive and remarkable urban parks
ed Scates,

i
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Newark New Jexrsev
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IGNISICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATEIS: 1
NATIONAL state X LOCAL _ i
Sta Hioioric Sraserancn Ciiner for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665). i L]

As the designatad Jiats
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1a annual Reports of ths park-Commission of Essex County New Jersey,
7895-1910, 1927, 1929, 1945, 1964, 1976-77, 1979, Newark:
Essex County Fark Commission.
2. Camitra, Paui 8., Decreation Administrator, Essex County Park
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4 . Cunninghanm, : T.,. Newark, Newark: New Jersey Historical
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6. Epstein, HMurray, Newark Sunday News, February 11, 1960, p. 29.
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N1l 1005
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3. eamve Maws, June 25, 1950, New Jersey, Reference
~-..c Library, Newark, New Jersey.
9 s ndiscape Architect, Essex County Park Commission,
Jzrsey, Interview and view of 0ld Park photo-
os, January 1979.
10. "[ions in the Park: Prudential Lions turnzd over to the County" |
Newark News, June 2, 1959. [HNew Jersey Reference Room, Newark -
Tublic Library, Newark, New Jersev.
11 Magliaro, Armon, Chief Engineer, Essex County Park Commissiorn,
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13. Hurphy, EBEugene J., "Sydenham House Restored: A New Life For a
Par 1 swark," Metro Newark: Vol. 21, No. 1, January/ i
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mecreation Administrator for Senior Citizens

23. Shaffsr, Benjamin, o :
and Special Affairs, Essex County Park Commission, Newark, ;
New Jersey, Interview on Recreation, January 16, 1979. H

Seat of My Pants, New York: Little, Brown

25, Taylcr, Jam2s W., Sacretary- Director, Essex County Park Commis-
sion,; lNewark, =z. Jersey, Interview and view of old Parks
maps, January 17, 1379.
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o7 Route 280 and Clifton Avenue proceed NW along Route-
of the Newark City Subway line. Thence, proceed

-of-way crossing Park Avenue, Bloomfield Avenue, and
t

way t urnaround. Thence, proceed SE 50 feet. Thence,

procead NW following the park boundary to the north right-of-way of the southern
branch of the Erie-Lackawanna and Western Railroad at the overpass. Thence,

along the railroad right-of-way to Franklin Avenue. Thence, proceed NE

nklin to the cast bank of Second River. Thence, proceed south to the

point of the rozd laheled Street F. Thence, proceed SE along this roac
crossing Mi. Prospect Avanus to the north right-of-way of Broadway-Washington
Avenue. Thence, proced 5% tc rhe west bank of the Second River. Thence, proceed
north following tha across Mt. Prospect Avenue and the north branch of
the Erie-Laczkawann the roadway labeled Street E. Thence, proceed S¥
alsonz the south 1 Street E to the west right-of-way of Street D.
Thenc proceed so° the park limits to Street C. Thence; preoced along

the west ¢urb of Heller Parkway. Thence, procead

curb of Street G. Thehce, proceed along Street G

hence, proceed SE along Street G to the north curd

SW along Lake Street to the east curb of Park

-o Street I. Thence, proceed SW along the park
scaed SE to the east curb of Street A and continue
the north curb of Clifton Avenue. Thence, procead

the point of beginning.

Sw along
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SUMMARY OF NOMINATION INFORMATION IN ONJH FILES

NAME _Proach Brok Pand

Caaex

COUNTY

MUNICIPALITY _Asclamp DJ{Z,L

TYPE:
Individual

Historic District

Multiple Property

e

Documentation Form

NOMINATION FORM

- Nomination form (If there are
continuation sheets, please

indicate number)
-- First page (#1-6)
-- Description (#7)

-- Significance (#8)
-- Last page (#9-11)
- SHPO Signatures

- USGS Map
- Site plan

- Tax map

- Floorplan

- Photo index map

- Other maps

- Photographs (Indicate number)

--Exterior
--Interior

--Streetscapes

--Outbuildings
--Historical -

--Negatives

--Contact Sheet

ONJH FILES

¢ Rln e )

27

DATE OF LISTING
State Register WEYMAS
National Register __1/i{/

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

N.JHSI #

Newspaper/Magazine Articles

HABS

Other (Please specify) Zuwuzy meseiion tociuroing

Draft Nomination

Correspondence

CS:
CS:
CS:
CS:

Contextual Data _

(LSRR

STAFF MEMBER _Barh .

Moo LN g
> ¥ 1

s

)

Lap oY g

DATE

UPDATES: STAFF

B

DATE

STAFF

©fa7 (7]

DATE

5/91



NEW JERSEY AND NATIONAL REGISTER FILE REORGANLZATION - 1980-1981
" Summary Sheet

we ek, ok TR

MUNICIPALITY //’//.m/g , COUNTY Essor

kA

Nomination Form: - [
L Signed " Unsigned
. ) ) » i (/( ' 7
"'U.S.G.S. Map L Photocopy Y- 0/?&?MVCLQ;,

Final Nomination Form

Other Maps

Plan(s): Site Floor

Identified Unidentified Inadequate Coverage

Photographs:

Exterior

Interior

Streetscapes

OQutbuildings
ﬁ&éﬁm’ﬂﬁz(ﬂistorical Lo

T
T

Negatives:
Same as prints Less than prints Additional Negatives

Slides: (ylLrjor b XTIt Shots- d/llpf"/mif’.
Boundaries:
No precise boundaries Defined in nomination’ il
Defined by map Latitude & longitude
U.T.M.'s Boundary justification

e
——

National Register notification of listing to SHPO: L////

b////’

Copies of final approved nomination:

Other:
SHPO Notification Letters:
Intent to nominate National Register State Register L™
Owner list *
Supplemental Information:
¥.J.H.S.L. v Draft nomination
Newspaper/Magazine articles Recent correspondence L—
Local ordinance data ??ps HABS
g & = bt j T
Other oSurioos/s . Did£ /% 0 s 0 [de pelptienct ol 1A
Materials in Storage: ' i g
Public Meeting notification Draft nomination
Newspaper articles Correspondence ) )
Historical information other [f&fan Lk y}23ﬂ4%£hwq ey, At
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Sttt bl Olvsted Beothers .,
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STATE oFf WEW JEVPSEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
’ OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

P. 0. BOX 1320
TRENTON, N. J. 088625
609-292-2885

JUK - 5 1340

[yigid

Ms. Carcol D. Sh

Acting Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 26243

=2d to nominate the Branch Brook Park, dewark and
# Countyv to the National Register.

e

This nomination hasz received the naJorlty aporoval of the State
Review Committes {cr Historic Sites and is being submitted under the
new ragulations. . q ;

Sarould you further information concerning this
application, pi= free to contact the staff of the Office
of Historic Pr=as ; Department of Environmental Prokection,
103 #West Btahe 3¢ 'centon. New Jersey 08825, telephone (609)
292-2023, :

v

d . T
- B E%UJ%;iQQJZQC/ﬂZ7/7/

<
eputy State Historic
Pf%servation Officer
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TANAME

HISTCRIC
BRANCE E

RVOK PARK

AND/GR COMMCN

?‘ggmcr*e\;

-_NOT FOR PUBLICATICN

CONGRESSIONAL DiSTRICT

CITY. TOWN
vewary: - Bellevilla — VICINITY OF 10th, 11th
STATE CoDE COUNTY CODE
New Jzrsev 034 Essex 013
B AANTIOY Y AT -,
1§ JCLASSIFICATION
0
CATEGORY CVWNERSRHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
KX pisTRiCT Arusuic X.occurien —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
__BUILDING'3 __PRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED — COMMERCIAL X.PARK
__STRYCTURE —8orH X _WORKIN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE FUBLIC ACQLIBITION ACCESGIBLE 4 —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—CBUECT _INPROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED " _GOVERNMENT —_SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIZERID — YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__NO —MILITARY __OTHER:
OF PROPERTY
County of Essex )
STRZET & NUM3ZR
STATE
Ragant o VICINITY OF New Jergew

PTION

County of Essex
Department of Parks, Recreation
and Cultural Affairs

J15 Cliftron Avenue

Newark, NJ 07102

STATE
Mewark, NJ 07104

ENTATIONIN EXISTING SUUBVEYS Determination of Eligibdility:
Departmant of the Inte ior,
de" tage Conservation auil

Surver of Branch Drool: Park Recreation Service — 6/7/1279
D,‘(r ..... T, -
Various dates from 1395 through 1/1978 __FEDERAL _STATE X .COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOS TORY FOLA o
SURVEY RECOM DS Essex County J)ep'r"tmgm. o Ddrks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs
CITY. 7OV T T STATE
Newark

New Jersev
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ATRCRIPTION
A0 AKX AARSL
CCNDITION CHECX ONE CHECK ONE
__EXNCELLENT __DETERICRATED __UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
ctelels) __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPCSED T

CESCRIBETHE PR ?F NT AND CRIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

reinafter referred to as "Park") is approxi-

Branch Bro: Park {ns

mately two miles in lengih and a quarter of a mile wide, covering .562
square miles. AS a result of a series of land purchases and donations,
it has reached current size of 359.72 acres. Running through the
center oI the :* i3 Branch Brook Lake surrounded by Cherry -Blossom
trees as weall as n trees and foliage. There are also smaller ponds
within the "Park." The Sacond River which flows easterly through the
Northern Extension of tne "Park" is lined on both banks with the

reatest concentraticn of flowering Cherry Blossom trees. tany ball
fields and recreational facilities are located throughout th2 entire
length of the "Park”. Includad in the Southern Division of the "Park"”
are the boathouse on the south shore of Branch Brook Lake and the
Branch Srook Ice {snter, which serves as an ice skating rink in the
winter and a roller vini i the sumner.

iand existed in Essex County when the Essex
first in the Unikted States, was created in
the Copﬂ1551on announced that it would
County. e

In 1833 transferred roughly 60 acres of land to
the Park Com served as the starting point upon which
Branch Brook-Pa Previously this land was virtually a
Swamp surroundsg 2V i -s-~=ment houses. The swamp was drained, the
houses xrazed, and excav&rion for the lake and the development of the
"Park" was rownn. -

Miracles tock plilazgce at Branch Brook Park before 1900. A lake
replaced the old swamp, flcwer gardens were set in place, lawns weare
graded, and terrazcss and bridges were built. People came to hear
band congcerts, t 1 .5 on the lawn, to view the flower beds, to
fish a&ni zTow B2 summer, and to ice skate in the winter.

The Commissicn's work did not go unnoticed. Following the
$2,092,735 that wWas ded through 1897, the voters of Essex County,
in 18¢8, appro itures of $1.5 million for additional park
developmznt later in 190 the voters approved another $1
million 10 ommission. ollars were, as they are now,
evidence of and enthusiasm. :
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able to extend its acquisitions north by the

The Commission was

c spirited genercosity of the Ballantine Family who donated all the
owned by _h61 witihin the "Park" lines, amounting to 30.32 acres.
£t F. Ballatine conkributed a handsome gateway in 1899 at a cost of
95, which is ncw namsd after its donor. An additional 51.59 acres
given to the Commission by Z.M. Keen, William A. Righter, and the

r Family.

: ‘=5 and divisions of Branch Brook Park are
Map 1. The "Park" is divided into four divisions:
: Division, Northern Division, and Northern

R

ings and Sit=s Wiihin or Contributing to the Character of Branch

[$9] Rwy]
<

C, .
(@ ]
A0,

4 to Bloomfield - No. 1 on Map 2): Colo-
ne and c.apboard, Loilk ca. 1712, enlarged
t 14 rooms. The house is registered with
as part of the 1935-36 Historic American
isted on the State and National Registers
"his building is immediately outside of
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ral of the Sacred Heart (Sixth Avenue and Clifton Avenue -
on Ma— 21: Crassic French Gothic, constructed of the finest
te

d and domastic marble, its towers rise 232 feet. The
Ca covers an area of 45,000 square feet. Sacred H2art is
the f rth largest cathedral in the United States; it borders-
Branch Brook Park on its eastern boundary overlooking Brancii Brook’
Lake. Since Decembar 22, 1975, the Cathedral has been registered

as a State and National Historic Place. (The Cathedral is immedi-
ately outside of Branch Brook Park proper.)
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Branch Brocok Park
Newark, Essex County,
Descripticn i

~

Ballantine Gateway (Balldntine Parkway and Lake Street - Nos. 3
French Renaissance, two one-story buildings, red

and 4 cn Map 2):

brick and limescone, on either side of the Ballantine Parkway
entrance. Between these two buildings stands a wrought iron gate,
11 f£2et high and 40 feet wide, which opens to its entire width.
Donzted to Branch Brook Park in 1899 by Robert F. . Ballantine, it
is & replica of a gatehouse in Scotland. The arcnitects were
Carrere and Hastings of New York City, noted architects of the New
York Fublic Library and the Frick HMansion (Art #useum).
Prudential Lions {(Bocat Landing - No. 5 on Map 2): Two Lions, 8
feet tall, weighing 3 tons aplece They are the original sculp-
tures by Karl Bitter for the Prudentlal Insurance Company of
America. From 1907 - 1956 the Lions were located above the
dcors of the Broad Street entrance to the Prudential. When that
building was razed t¢ make way for the company's new corporate
office, the Licns w: removed. Prudential presented them to the
fsszx County Park ssion on June 1, 1859. The were placed on
2itl sids C©f ths landing near the conuerc mall.

Cherzy Blossonm (Branch Brook .Park - primarily Northern
Extensicn above Parkway): This 1s the largest collection
of flowering Che ossom trees in the United States. The old
Bambergsy Estzika ~“£,h occupied much of the Northern Extension
Grew Chnesrv Blossom Zrszes, thus providing the style of arrangement
iatec Z:4 dzgon when more trees were donated and replaced.
In 1527 the Bamberger-Fuld Family, through Caroline Bamberger-
Fuld, donated more than 2,000 of these trees to beau:tify Branch
Brock Park. Since the orlglnal donation over 50 years ago, the
Essex County Park Commission has planted well over 1,500 more
trees. Today Branch Brook Park boasts the largest display and
variety of Cherry Blossom trees in this Countr§, surpassing those

in the Tidal Basin of the Wﬂb;un s Capital in botn nuaber and
different types of blossoms. These trees are known to have a life
span of approximately 40-50 years. As a result, the Newark Cherry

e

L
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Blossom Festival, Inc., a private non-profit corporation, estab-
lished a Tree Fund in 1976 to raise moneys for the replacement and
replenishment of Branch Brook's Cherry Blossom Trees. To date,
the Festival nas dohated $10,000 in the form of 270 Cherry Blossom
trees to Branch Brook Park.
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Map 3 show rrangement of Cherry Blossom trees in the "Park."
6. Essax County Park Commission Building (115 Clifton Avenue - No. 6

on Map 2): Two-scories, steel frame, concrete walls faced with
brick, concrete cors, Spanish tile roof. Built 1914-1916.

A2

ission building was designed for the Park Commission
rzn Magonicle. It is a good example of Second
i architecture. Two sbecial features are the

[t
R

v

(0= o

2 front center of the building and the upper
ware painted by the architect's wife.
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Park Superintendents and Engineers were
e in Newark. They moved into thnlis new
r, the Park Commissioners remained in
s until moving into the Park Commission
~ MNovember 1977, the Park Commission Building
a

nd National Registers of Historic Places.
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Enclosed, clear span structure,

ated at south end oF "Parx" in the old
E
, 120 feet wide, 220 feet long, 36 feet -
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Within the original walls of the old City Reservolr is the skating
rink and adjoining park leot. An outdoor artificial rini stood on
this same site since 1957. The present rink has the same floor, .
engine room, compressors and pipes as the 1957 rink. =

8. The Boat House (South end of "Park" adjacent to Interstate Route
280 - No. 8 on Map 2): One-story, brick masonry, stucco walls,
wood roof, wood trusses inside with plywecod sheetings over trus-

ses, approximately 60' x 25'. Built 1940.
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Descripticn {continued) 2
;
The criginal Bocat House was built in Victorian style in the late
1890°'s near the site of the present buildings. Ice skating and
boating were major attractions at the "Park." This house was torn
down around 15320 due to old age and decay. Interest in canoeing
and rowpoating in the 1960's.. After Interstate Route 280 i
was completed tne Boat House was closed. : :
! 9. war Memorial 2): Along the Park road to the east of
Heller Field th of the Ballantine Gateway there sets
an inscribed one surrounded by evergreen pushes. Ik
was presented End Junior Municipality on June 4, 1923
and is dedic vouth of the 8th Ward who died in World
War I.

&

15s:  Branch Brook Park has two buildings
into centers where Senior Citizens gather
s, play Bocce ball and engage 1in other
clubs have a total membership of over 700.
octn popular and often crowded.

omfi eld Avenue - No. 10 on Map 2): Vic-

a.
nood frame, columns, and roof; walls are
it shingles, 4 gabless, built early 1930's 3
nding approximatley 45' x 18'. Converted :
Center. The asphalt parking lot was F
: 7
D {North of Hellsr Parkway and tennis courts - No. 11 on Map ;
2Y: Onez-story orefabvricated wood siding and frams, approxi- i
{ mately 45" x 20°'. guilt 1932 as a field house, then tool E
shed, now Senior's pullding. !

11. The Greenhouses and Water Pumps (Nos. 12 and 13 on iap 2): The
b "Park" greenhouse buildings (No. 13) serve all of the county parks
i and are located in an area directly south of Heller Parxway in thes
! garage-maintenance complex. The greenhousz maintenance building,
§ pullt in 1300, counnects the two greenhouses and hous=s the only
"Park" pump in its basement. It 1s a one-story wood frame builld-
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Description {continued)

feet by 15 feet. The original three greenhouses have
Now standing is a 45-year old greenhouse (70' x
ear old greenhouse (70' x 40'), both are filled with
oor and outdoor plants. Since their inception, the
7e been used to produce park plants and to hold
vinter. In the summer, in conjunction with the
rk's Recreation Department has run a program for
a arded and handicapped children and adults
learn to grow their own plants in an eight~week
shows; specializing in Chrysanthemums, took place
neir popularity declined in the '60's due in
shape of the old greenhouses.
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that supplies drinkable water from yiell
tc Branch Brook Lake, is located beneath a
nt of the greenhouse maintenance bu*lw1ng.

replacements for the pump, the last being
:les water to the lake in dry periods, and
warmer weather by keeping a flow tinrough
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centrifugal water pump in a shed (No. 14
ands as a Tool house, at the head of the
n. This pump, installed in 1907, at cne
the north end of the lake near Heller
was removed giving way to the present well
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Gar ance Buildings (Nos. 15 and 16 on Map 2):
Cce rea as the jreenhousb. Steel, cement block
COmD nd a small office building. Built 1967-8,

These bulildings houss the equipment and staff responsible for the
upkeep and construction of the Essex County Parks. The original
maintenance yard was built in 1895 and consisted of a complex of
prick barn-shaped buildings. All of these structures were removed
by 1967. A storage garage built in 1975 is located behind the
greenhouses.
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a.

b. (No. 14 o©
frawme, 8'°'

T

13. Sand Court Shslter (Cli ifton Avenue just north of Interstate Route

280 - No. 17 on Map Z): Open brick structure, wood frame roof,
approximately 40' x 20'. Buillt in 1899, Olmsted Brothers Archi-
tegcs.
This building has the center for children's activities since
1898, There us=ac . szand boxes around the buildings. The Park
Commiscsion regorted that in 1905 the average daily attendance at
thas sand court and "little fclks" lawn nearby was 1,051 and
seascnally 75,002, '

14. Ockt Meeker Mound, named after an early Park
Comm an Map 2): West of Barringer High School
and z%e. Designed by the Olmsted Brothers,
conc nry, about 8 feet on each side, wood frame
pafelats
New grown trees, this shelter, also called the
gaze unded by formal gardens adding to its very
scenic e Southern Division of the Park.

15. Recre ing (Jo. 19 on Map 2): Next to Sand Court
Snelt nu=, basic brick masonry, wood roof. Built
1500 %" 15%.

Next to recreation building with ad-
Concrete block, stucco,

23
pasketball courts.
¢15% % 15"}

Just south of Bloomfield Avenue, wood
Formerly housed original 1907 water pump.

1in Avenue,
1932.

eet and Frank

1l pre-
25' x 15'. Built ca.
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Descripticn {continued)

175 Octagon Field House (Off Lake Street between Park and Bloomfield
Avenues — No. 22 on Map 2): Used as Men's and Ladies' Roons; wood
frame, concrete block, exterior stucco, shingle roof, approxi-
mately 8-10 feet on each side.

i<
2
i
4
&
:
!

Located

18. Men's and Woman's Rsstrooms (Nos. 23 and 24 on Map 2)
i concrete

on elther si the Prudential Lions near Park Avenue
block, stucco, £ ar roof, 15' x 15'. Built 1921.

1<

~e se

minas

These buildings appear as the original buildings other than the
windows that have been closed up with cement. In 1975, the roofs
were reframed and steel door and frames replaced parts that had

been rotting.
i

19. Tenn iing (North of Heller Parkway entrance - No.
25 Tcated Sears—Roebuck all wood frame siding
and Approximately 35' x 15°'. '
Ten aJrook Park in 1906. The courts were grass
and . MNow there are 16 clay courts and 4 hard
Sur: courts areé continually f£illed during the
play ner permitting.

No. 26 on Map 2): Wood frame and

2G6. The sz [(Hal
TOC LU0 SHLeE ith pebble dash finish, windows
sezled 2y 2 geblzs. Tnside nas an attractive lumber ceiling
{9G' = 38"}. Built 1905. Oziginally, this building had showerz, -
bathrooms and lockeys. Now it is used as an urban day camp in the
summer.

21. inding Road and Bridges. The roads in Branch Brook Park are now

paved out still follow the paths of the original roads which were
designed for horse and buggy. They are designed in the old

European classic tradition which 1is natural, informal and winding.
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Description (continued) E
H
' §
In the 1920's and 1930's small stone and cement pedestrian bridges §
were constructed, many designed by the Olmsted Brothers. They 5
blend beautifully with the informal, rural look of the "pPark!'" and i
foliow foot paths throughout the "Park." There are several of §
these bridges between Heller Parkway and Bloomfield Avenue. E
The Park and Bloomfield Avenue bridges were completed in 1904. §
, The Park Avenue bridge cost $83,687; its Bloomfield Avenue coun- :
§ terpart cost about half that amount. At that time the Park Avenue ;
i bridge was one of the largest of its particular kind in the :
[ country with z =lear cpan of 132 feet. The ornamental work on the ;
¢ bridge used artificial stone closely resembling cut Indiana lime :
‘ stons2. Parts of tne original ornamentation have been removad. i

rension there are two railroad bridges, three !
' Street and the Second River, and two
offer a fabulous view of the Cherry %
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ICANCE
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__ARCHEQLUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING K ANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION s
__ARCHECLOGY-HISTORIC _“CONSERVATION —LAw —SCIENCE -
__AGRICUILTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE .
__AHCHITECTURSE __EDUCATION —_MILITARY —SOCIAL HUMANITARIAN
__ART __EHGINZEAING —-MusiC —THEATER o
_commzacs __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPGRTATION

__COMMUNICATIZNS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVEANMENT Kothea iseeciFy)

__INVENTION Recreation

PECIFIC DATES 1395 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

John Bogart & N.F. Barrett; Olmsted A
Brothers Landscape Architecture .Firm

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First County Park System
Branch Brook Park has the distinction of being one of.the original
parks opened for public use in the Nation's first county park
system, the Essex Ccuniy Park Commission, which was established in
1865. Branch Brook Park is also significant for its graceful
landscape architecture in large part a contribution of the firm of
Frederick Law Olmsted, one of America's most famous landscape
architects. ' ‘
The cover of the Essex County Park Commission's Repdrt of 1976~
1977 reads, "Amarica's First County Park System." In his book
published in 1305 zntitled "The First Coun;y Park System", Fred-
erick HKelsey dztails development of this extended and costly park
system.
ik ause of the Commission's ecarly recog-
nik space in a rapidly developing urban
seatt swamp lands provided little value to
the g .
ible without draining, and
ctically worthless. In the
raliny season, many acres
impa ozable to a person on foot
ica."
The 0 2 d plans for Branch Brook were agreed upon
July 825 and e: :d only so far as Park Avenue to the north
and Orange Street to the south. Grading and surface work began
June 15, 1896.
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Significarce (continued}
The Criginal Parx Flan
Who gsts c i signing Branch Brook Park? As with any such
undertaking many 1ii +iduals and groups contributed. Here we give
credit to ths E£s33=2x%x County Park Commission, the Olmsted Brothers
Land ArcCr 5 Firm, and John Bogart and .F. Barrett,
Landg h Engineers.
Bogar had wide experience in pmark work through-
out ti lected in 1894 to provide the Parkx {ommis-
BLEN rice for developmant of Branch Brook Park
ana s s in Essex County. Bogart and Barrett
plann round for regréatLon not surpassed in any
other features of }ands ape treatment developed
by 41 that art."” Work on the "Park"” besgan
i ] ians of Bogart and Barrett. Due to cut-
pacx i2ve terminated in 1897. At that time,
Fra: o submitted a report that was valuable in
nel ion.

Park Comm1Sblon hired the Olmsted Brothers
al plans for the completion of the South-
rely new general plans for the Middle and
Their contract was not renewed in 1905,
’?ed firm was called upon for consultation
nty parks up to 1940.

Sr. is considered to be tne father of

Fredevrick Law ©

landscape arcnlt nd the founder of landscape architecture
23 a profession ) ca. In 1857 he designed New York City's
Cen:zral Pari and this blished the precedent for parxs in urban
areas and initiated the pLo ession of landscape archnltecture. AS
the demand for his work increased, he organized the Olmsted
Brothers Landscape Architect Firm consistinq of his brother, his
sons and himself. Some cf his many accomplishments include, The
Cavital CGrounds in Washington, D.C. and the Campuses of Harvard,
vala, Aphevrs: and Stanford. He also designed parks for tne cities
of San Francisco, Boston, Trenton, New York, Phllace1011a, the
vational Zooc i 5] gton, D.C., and the Unived States i

ACE West = list of his ana his Cicm! :

men 1mpr endless and Branch Broorx Park is among
thenm.
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Significance (continued)

W S P A,

The Olmsted Brothers spoke of the "Park" as'unmistakable and most
satisfactory evidence of that love of the beautiful in nature and
in art which does more than anything else to inspire the heart and
the intellect and through them to make life worth living.

PREITFOR

i

. herry Blossom trees are considered to be
and most lmpr0851ve in the world.

w
a
O w
13
O..
- )
o
=~

0 g
T
2"
1]
(@]

o1}
=

e beauty of Wwashington's cherry blossoms, in 1327 i

srger-Fuld donated some 2,050 Japanese Cherry Blossonm £

County Park Commission, which were to be

anch Brook Park. Over the;years the Essex County

on has added about 1,500 more Cherry Blossom trees

2 o well over 3,000, the largest display and
in the United States. '
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m Festival, Inc. has raised over $190,000
tabllshed in 1976 and has planted mora
rrees 'in Branch Brook Park to replenish
trees donated’'in 1927.
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a trasesz are divided into single and double flowering

Park has both single and double specias of
the single typss, the Yoshino predominates,
n, 0.C. There are at least nine other varieties of.
hle cherry blossoms in Branch Brook Park, including
X Wnepi g Higan, Subhirtella, Autumnails, Sargent's
 Gyoiko, Fungenzo and the most popular double
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 359“72
CGUADRANGLE NAME QUADRANGLE SCALE =
UTM REFERENCE
!
Al1,8] 81,8 [516,8]83,0] [45l11l13 0
ZOMNE ZONE = EASTING NCRTHING
elyys o|l1.8] Lslei9le o0l lasliisl2 110

el1,s] Isl7i0las,0) Lasliistosiol

. ; : §

olr.8] Isizialaysio] lasluialeisiol . wlusl (slzial3i3i0) lasliiels ool i
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION i
118 569 9 54 45151990 J 18 56 9750 4514560
K18 565%880 451 4340 L18 56 992290 4513900
e continuation sheet for verbal boundary descripticn) :

LISTALL CPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES i
M18 5 O N 18 56 9220 4511890¢0C
STATE COUNTY CODE
0138 5%9%1280 4511540 P18 56 935090 4511550 :
STATE COGE COUNTY CCDE i
&

;

i

stee , :

DATE (g

Inc, May 1, 1979

TELEPHONE i

(201)_877-6258 (day) 5

STATE 1

New Jersev %

zz;’\; OFFICER CERTIFICATION :

CE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 1

gtaTs X LOCAL _ '

2 National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-685). 3 7
ni al Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
Tenn+ ';w;’ L ’ ] o ¢ '; . - Slgied H i
vepury f/ 7 j s f 7 1,1:_,1 '7)’\',/’..\ / - e g‘/?/ i
STATE HISTORIC P”.}é‘-‘." W“'Jl-iﬂ S N A i o S
7 z T - PP Sy 4
5 7 5
- 1,{/ (,/ ; DATE g
Da v Commissioner, Dent, of Fnvivonmentszl Preotection , j
R MPS USE oMLY "3
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L
CATE —l :
KEZP AR OF THE MATICMAL RECISTER i ;
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Descripcicn {continued) A T
ing apout 70 feet by 15 feet. The original three greenhouses have
peen removed. Now standing is a 45- year old greennouss (70" x
20') and a 3-year cld greenhouse (70" x 40'), poth are filled wieh™
beautiful indoor and cutdoor plants. Since their inception, the
gre=znhouses have been used to produce pdrk plants and to hold
planzs over the winter. In the summer, in cowguncllon wikh the
greenhouse, the Park's Recreation Department has run a prodral for
genicor Citizens ang retarded and handlhappcd children and adults.
The participants lezrn to grow their own plants 1n an elght-waak
PYGYTam, ?lowery shows: SP secializing in LhrysanLﬂﬁmuhu, toock place
here until 1%69. Tasir popularity declined in tne 560's due in
parc to the poor shaps of the old greenhouses.
A large electr that supplies drinkaple water Lrom & vell
twvo nundred £ =~ . Branch Brook Lake, is located benecath a
trap door in t of the greenhouse malntenance building.
mhers have D2 replacements for the pump, the last being
te 1575, This . ies water to the lake in dry periods, and
prevents Stagh warmer weather Dby keeplﬂg a flow tircough
the lzia.
Tne centrifugal water pump in a shed (lWo. 14
cn Mag 2}, WD o i tands as a Tool housz, at the head of the
1ake in the #4id ”:*f»'-x. This pump, installed in 1907, at one
time 3 the north end of the lake near Heller
Parky was removed giving way to the present well

12. Ga Buildings (NoOs. 15 and 16 on nap 2):
gccuny 2= the greenhouse. Steely cement block
comol a all office puilding. Built 1967-8.
These buildings nouse the ;quLp“ﬂqc and staff resp onsible for the
upkeep and ¢ons struction of the Essex County Parks. The Oflglndl
maintznance yard was built 1in 1595 and conzisted of a complex of
Lrick barn-shape 'd pbuildings. All of these %Lcuccgres werses removadq
by 1867. ,B BLevage garage bullt in 1975 is located benindg che

gteenhouse%.
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Subway line runs above ground from the Franklin

located several blocks nortn of Heller E

order of the "Park," eventually going .

reet to Pennsylvania Station. ;
The "park" property. Dubbad "the scenic 3
rout ch along the "Park,” 1ts construction §
bega , a few days after the stock market g
gres 26, 1935, with an originagl ecost UL gix :
@il i 5
Th iows Hed of the old Morris Canal, a route that %
on xing the coal minkés of Pennsylvania with :
th County and the markets of Newark and New :
Yo was never part of the "Parx" propercty, i
al .ttraction during its existence from 1829 i
2 nd notorious culture developad FEOUHU the :
foss worked and traveled {22 barges. °
T ently owned and operated by the Transport
0 ha last transport line to use trolley cars
in MNe: s inal subway cars that replaced the LroL—
levs 1 today and are in excellent condition.
Balley Figld {Np. 2# 2p Map 2)

sometimes impassable by foot during heavy

= T
¥ 2 gsouth of ﬁw1lvr Paricway daa used for alirplanse

b ; f to acguisition of part of fllc land by the
Parx on in 1931. The Eastern terminal of the U.S. Aerial
Mail used this field land for 18 months from 1918-1921i

This use was berminated after g series of a d failure of ;
early biplanes to negotiate its rough terra -foot landing ;
strip. Referred to as the worst of it tha Field was :
plagued by weather COAU%%?OJ? and many pilots and some onloclers

e
were killed from crashes.
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Significan {continued)
In the Southern Division of the Park, near the Prudential Lions,
there 1s a plague on a stone explaining the history of Camp
Frelinghuysen,

The walls of ths o0ld City Reservoir still stand around the ice
skating rink and parking lok. Onee galled the Clifton Avenus
Reserveir and located in what was once called Reservoir Park, tnis
area a g 1571 and was convertaed into a reservoir in
1873 S and costly to operate from the beginning
beca bhrough the inaddguate cement and stone
wall has been dry since 1912. At one time
tense ir. These dwellings were torn down ToO
ma; ndscaped Branch Brook Park in 1896.
The F e st By

connected with the Reservoir is that it

that the Newark News in 1903 reported to

flowing fountain." The Newark Water

o1 e reported that the discharge of 400,000

ga greater than that from any found in the

WO ugene Vanderpool and Morris Shervexd,

an he Fountain was a great attraction. It

se feet into the air. The Reservoir was
drai ountain was dismantled.

A six—-foot high pedestal stand

iust tco, the west of Barringer

%onde% gsohn restad hevre until

and tihle bust became a target E

by the United Singers of Newark at tne Saing
It was donated to the "pPark" in 1804. A coxn
tional Sculpture Society "declare it to be in
e thus allo ng 1t to be crected. The bust
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ignificance {continued) 4

: i

In his bcok By the Seat of My Pants, Dean Smith writes: ‘"Heller !
Field in Newark was probably the worst of all. Situated as 1t was i
between Tiffany's factory and a canal, approaching planes had to 3
glide between the factory and a steep hill, make a sharp bank over )

a gully filled with debris, and guickly set down, right out of tihe :
turn, to land on zhe edge of the field... the employees of Tir- 3
fany's would line up to observe .... a spectacular splﬁgh in the ;
canal, a wild round loop, or a noseup into the mound. During ]
that time hundrzds of people flocked there on weekends and holi- i
days by trollev, horse and buggy to view these aerial antics. 3
¥ 3 , -

: ) o ]

51y been owned by Paul Elias Heller, nead of :

manufacturing LPmllj that ran Heller Tool and H

a large battery was erected on the field by :

SRS

Jersey Militia.

built in 13905, sets on the
for recreatcion.

recreational facilities for Newark
ce its creation in the 18S0's. In
eauty and historical significance,
recreational activities to the :
meeting the needs of its urban ‘
haven away Ffrom the bustling city
and peaceful places, there are

recreation-minding individuals ;
& facilities a park 1is expected - P
In U&JALLOW to its baseball, foot -
rook Park has tennis and D”C“Ptb 11
children, as well as rcheac Lon
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Envircnmental Improvements and Other Modifications
More improvements and additional work are currently underway ‘
to beautify the "Park." The Essex County Park Commission has :
recently receivaed a $4 million grant (Green Acres) to make im- Z
provements in Branch Brook Park. Some of the plans include the :
rehabilitation of the existing boathouse so that it will once g
again be operational renting boats and serving refreshments. :
Also, the Lake will bz redredged, cleaned and eventually stocked i
with trout to pr ide more fishing pleasure for the "Park" visi- :
tors. A floating LLt eatre will be constructed on Branch D"ook {
Lake, connected +he boat-landing to provide more conce 3
entertalnment Io = people of Essex County and Branch Brook ;
Parx. i

. :
Otherx ing will go into the renovation of the tot :
1o hasketpball courts, Building 26, and the :
no .. There will also be tree and shrubbery 4
ol trees are to be replaced when they die), E
=0 court building may be demolisnsd <o make :
ro g
Land ~2mained stable for the most part. Growth in i
vege ~55t noticeable. There have been changes in i
tha izularly under the new bridge that passes in %
fron = s=. Construction of Interstate Route 280 in i
the S SEff about an acre of "Park" land and has "
afie = er drainage. The Boathouse that was in use since
1348 was closed in 1372,
Du where formal gardens once ¥
g nducive for sucn growth. f
) "Park," particularly near =
P 3

i

head of the lake south of Bloomfield

In-197%, the A :
filled in and large trees surrounding the lake were cut down to :
make way for a paved parking lot mext te the Seaior Citizens
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The Second River which runs through Branch Brook Extension along
Mill Street was given a cobblestone bottom and cement canal-like i
walls., Portions of the cobblestone bottom are now covered by %
cemant. f
5
In recent years some low growing vegetation has been thinned i
throughout the ¥Ypark." particularly along Lalte Street to improve j
safety. H
The ¢itizens of Essex County are proud of Branch Brcok Park and :
want to keep it i : xptend@d a haven for the urban dw=ller, :
wlth thin one, unspoiled and beautiful in a time
when 3 is 1iverally being wasted. Branch Brook :
Park its original beauty and 1is 1lnterested
in ks Today, Branch Brookx Park 1s nationally
reg 05t extensive and remarkable urban pDarks i
in :
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untv Park Commission, The Seed and the Flower: Seventy
Essex Parxs, {(Newark, 1964), p. 9.

XK=lsey, The First County Park System, (New

County Park Commission, 1897, "Landscape

wariky 1897), p. 9.

Eg nty Park Commission 1889, "Landascape
T ; 18099 ) D« ©»

Park Commission, 1898, Landscaps
1898), p. &4.

'iés, Fssex County Park Comimissi
frees, Branch Brock Parkx (Newarx).

w

U1
(3

Newark {(Newark, 1964), p. 1
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% Naws, "The Branch Brook Park Rese ryoir.’
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END NOTES (continued)

15. 1Newark Sunday News (Newark, tay 17, 1970), N.J.
Newark Public Library.

16. Jean C., Smith, By the Seat of My Pants (Newark, 1961).
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of the Newark City Subway line. Thence, proceed

no t-of-way crossing Park Avenue, Bloomfield Avenue, and
He turnaround. Thence, proceed SE 50 feet. Thence,

pTr . boundary to the north right-of-way of the southern
br: nnz and Western Railroad at the overpass. Thence,

pr ght-of-way to Franklin Avenue. Thence, proceed NE
al nk of Second River. Thence, proceed south to the
nor lz2beled Street F. Thence, proceed SE along this road
CYos o the north right-of-way of Broadway-Washington
Aven zhe west bank of the Second River. Thence, proceed
nor across Mt. Prospect Avenue and the north branch of
the the roadway labeled Street E. Thence, proceed SW
ala Street E to the west right-of-way of Street D.
The the park limits to Street C. Thsncég'proced alon
the west curb of Heller Parkway. Thence, procead

S curb of Street G. Theiice, proceed along Street G
to ¢ Thence, proceed SE along Street G to the north curbd
of La SW along Lake Street to the east curb oi Park

A Street I. Thence, proceed SW along the park

b 2d SE to the east curb of Street A and continue
S0 ! ; north curb of Clifton Avenue. Thence, procead
SW alerg Clifron Avenus o the point of beginning.

Route 280 and Clifton Avenue proceed N7 along Routs-
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