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-

. "The Tssex County Court llouse of Mewark, New Jerscv, comnleted
1n 1216, is located at the junction of Sprinrfield Avenue and farlet
Street, occupving the entire block hetween Thirtcenth Avenue and
"larket Strect east of ligh Street. Tt stands on an elevation
facing down Market Street, the front entrance heinc reached hv a
flight of wide, easy steps rising from the sidewalks level on the
cast. The “imensions of the building are 153 feet in extreme width
and 139 feet in extreme length, the main stens and anproaches
extending down the hill from the buildine 113 fect to the sidewall.
The exterior of the bhuilding is 64 feet above grade on the Il'igh
Street side,

"The exterior is in the Modern Penaissance style, of marble
from quarries at South Nover, New York, the granite base and
steps used being from Rethel, Vermont. The sculntured fipures were
carved by Piccirilli Rrothers, in marhle from quarries near “reat
Barrington, 'assachusetts, from models hv Andrew O'Connor, sculptor.
The marhle-cutting (with the exception of the sculpture) was done
Ly Mewark workmen. The statues were carved hy Piccirilli Prothers,
of Vew York. )

"Tn the interior, the basement contains storage-vooms, the
heating apparatus and mechanical plant, with snace 1n engine-Toom
for the installation of additinnal machinery if desired in the
future: also detention cclls of prisoners, who are hrought to
the building by the driveway under the stens.

"In the first story are located rooms for the County Clerk and
the Sheriff, on the south side, and for the Pecistecr on the north,
each with extensive firenroof vaults for storagc of records. 1In
front is the large entrance-hall, faced with Indiana limestone,
and in the center the grand staircase hall with two staircases
leading to the second and third floors: the piers, stairs and
halustrads are of limestone and the floors of marble of various

kinds.

"On the second floor is the Crand Jury room, also the Criminal
Court, with rooms for witnesses and the offices of the Puhlic .
Prosecutor adjoining: the Board of TFreeholders' roorm, with committee
rooms, and the offices of the County Attorney, the follector and
the Auditor adjoining; the Surrogate's office, in the northwest
corner near the stairs from High Street, permittine practically
nrivate access by nersons having husiness with this oFffice.
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7 s Nescription (Continued)

"On the third floor, east front, is the Supnrere fourt: on the
south side of the hall, Circuit Courtroom A: north side of the hnll,
Circuit Courtroom RB: west of the hall, in center of hnildine, the
Motions fourt. All the courtroons are lighted from the cejlinr
onlv, excludine strecet noises which would enter hy side windows.

In the west half of the buildine are jurvy rooms and rooms for
various officers of the county.

"Fach courtroom is provided with private rooms for the judge
and communicating jury rooms. Ample toilet facilitics arc in all
parts of the building, for private usc of officials and for the
public. ;

"1l wanlte and many of the offices have sterl gases Tor filems,
and the furniture and clectric fixtures throneghout have heen
specially planned and desicned for use in their resnective places
and to mecet the nceds of the offices. Carpets, curtains and
) drapecries have all heen subject to careful stndv in their selection,
i with reference to harmonious effect in connection with wall
- decoration,.

"The main staircase hall, vestihule and corridors have had
special mural decoration-four nanels in the pendentives nnder the
: central dome being allegorical paintings bv *r. Tdwin I, Rlashield,
" T"he main room of the huilding have also receive special rnural
« decoration of allecorical and historical naintings hy eminent
artists, as follows: Supreme Court, Kenvon Cox: Courtroon A, 7, V.,
Turner: Courtroom DP. feorge 1. Mavnard: ‘'otions fourtroonr, Will I,
low; Criminal Courtroom, !I. 0, Walker: frand .Tury room, T, N, “fillet:
Roard of TFrecholders' room, !oward Pvle.

A

"Tach room in the huilding is ventilated and heated by the fan
system, controlled by thermostatic regulation, so that under
ordinary conditions any desired temnerature is automatically
maintained. Air is nassed through a spray to rcmove dvst hefore
delivery to the fans, and a vacuum system for sweening the
building is provided."” (The Tssex County Court lonse, 1907, TRenort
by Cass Gilbert).

xS
"{sy, 1oy
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7. - DNescrintion (Continned)
Present

Standing on a slight eminence at the hcad of 'arket Strect,
facing east toward Mewark's famous ""Tour Corners," Proad anrd .
Market Streets, the busiest iIntersection in the State, the Issex
County Court llouse was, at its huilding, the most amhitious 1n
New .Jersey, and still is one of the most tasteful and heautiful
in the United States.

Authorized by the Legislature in 1900, the design was chosen
after a comnmetition of leading American architects. .The winner
was Cass Gilbert, architect of the Mew York Custom Touse, the
Woolworth Puilding, and more recently of the Mew 'mited States
Supreme Court Building in Washington, D.fM. Txcavation was bhcoun
in 1902, building continued from 1904-1907,

The design 1s modern Renaissance, with exterior ard much of
the interior of marhle: occupying the entire hlock hounded by
Springfield Avenue, *arket and Jlich Strcects: 100 feet wide and
180 long, the facade rising 64 feet ahove the sidewnll on [lieh
Street:; with a long sloping approach extending 113 feet from the
entrance.

Mn either side of the great stone stens leadineg to the entrance
are two statues symbolizing "Truth" and "Power”. On the pedirent
1s the inscription: "Truth is the "andmaid of Justice." Tlieh over

"the pediment stand nine marble allegorical statues hv Andreuw
O'Connor, svmbolizing (from left to right): "The Power of the lLaw,’
"The Reason of the Law,' "Statutory Law,"” "The Victory of the Taw,’
- "The Shelter of the lLaw," and "The Authority of the Law." Over

b= the threce main entrances arc inscrihed, resnectivelyv, "Taw "
"Justice'" and "'Peace.’”

1

1

On the point of the small trian~ular narked-snaced in front
of the Court Uouse, stands the nationally famous bronze statue of
Lt lincoln, scated on a bench, mnsing, with his tall hat on the hench

heside him, by futzon Borelum.. Theodore Poosevelt was one of the
suest at its unveiline, on Memorial Nav, 1011, Chancellor “fahen
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7. ° Nescription (Continued)

Pitney, afterwards Associate .Tustice of the Sunreme Tourt of the
Imited States. in his address described the statne: "™irine a
stroll alono some secluded path, for rest of mind and exercise

of the body, Mr. Lincoln paused here, and seated hirsell in
unstudied negligent pose." Pictures "have often heen talen of this
statue, with a child sitting in the crooli of his amnm.

ntering finds oneselfl in the innressive main staircase Wall
risine to a dome, with two grandstaircascs on cither side. On
the four pendentives under the corners of the dome arc painted
four colossal scated female alleporical fiecurcs bv the celehrated
verr .

American mural painter Fdwin !'. Rlashficld: ""is'om,"” newledae,
"Power," and "ercy.

ek ’ The various chambers are decorated with striking murals hv
famous American artists, including Will low and !f. N, Walker.
The most famous of these scenes from the history of Issex Countv
and of the City of Newark. 1In the Circuit Conrt is the painting
of C. Y. Turner, "The Landing of the Mew Tnglanders on the Tanls
of the Passaic River, May 16, 1666." 1In the Trecholder's roon (now
a District Court Room) jis lloward Pvle's painting, "The Tanding
of Lord Carteret, August, 1665." In the Grand Jury roon (now a
District Court noom) is Tran] D. "illet's painting of a historic
revolutionary scene, ''The Toreman of tho r‘r:mc’ Jury Rehukinge the
Chief Justice of ‘ew Jersey, in 1774," when the roval judges
~(shown in full-bottomed wigs, and gowns) demanded indictments of
‘certain prominent Colonists for treason. In the Suprere Court
Room is the allegorical panel by Kenvon Cox, '"The Renc¥icence of
the Law.

s

i First Floor

Poom 104 - Common Pleas Court Poon

The walls and ceiling are excellent examples of modern
decorative woodwork. The paneling is in TFrench walnut. The
work has executed by Newark craftsmen. 1In the rermodeling of the
building this court room was made from the space formerly occunied
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7. Description (Continued)

hy the County Register Nepartment. ONffices on this floor include
the Prosccutor of the Pleas, County Netectives, "omicide Rurean and
the Sheriff's Departmental Offices.

Second Floor

Room 201 - Common Pleas Court Toon

Pecently constructed. This room is finished in Mexican
mahorany paneling, matched to bhring out the unusual marking and
coloring of the natural wood. !Mexican mahogany is one- of the
newer decorative woods.

Poom 203 - Circuit Court Room.

Formerly it was the public meeting room of the Roard of
Treeholders. This room has hcen redesigned but the oriainal
ornamental heamed coiling and marble walls have not heen chanced.
Over the judge's desk is loward Pyvle's famous painting, "The
Landing of Carteret.” The artist chose for his subject the
noment when Captain Philip Carteret, after havines come ashore
with about thirty settlers ncar the sitc of the City of Tlizahcth,
proclaimed his authority as Governor of the Province. I''mder his
direction, the village, which then consisted of four log huts
which had heen erected the yvear nrevious, hecame the provincial

¢anitol and was named Tlizabhethtown in honor of the wife of his

relative and the proprietor, Sir fGeorge Cartecret.

This painting is one of the best works of the artist.
In the redecoration of this room it was thoucht that this painting
which had becone quite dim would reauire retouching and it was
removed to a studio for that purpose, hut after a thorouch cleaning
it was found to he in almost nerfect condition. Tn the nrocess it
received a new coat of preservative varnish, practically nothipe
more. -

Room 222 - Civil Court "oom

The large paintineg is the work of I'. . Walker. Tt is entitled
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7.  Nescrintion (Continued)
"The Power and Reneficience of the Law.” The suhject is alleecorical,

The Law 1s represented as driving awav the evil and vicions and

uplifting the fallon. The two small figures of the lion and the

eagle tvpify the strength of the of the law.

Note the pleaders stand at the left - nrisoners from this
stdnd enter their nlecas and later hear their sentences. Since
is the larrcest court room many trials for murder have heen
held here.

Third Tleoor

Room 3N3 - MNomestic Pelations court

This room occupies a space formerly devoted to the Law
Library. It is finished in English brown oak. Turnishines are
from the same wood.

The entire rear of this floor is civen over to the detenti
of persons awaiting trail or sentence in the various courts. 7
is ample room for segregation for all tvpes o7 nrisoners.

Fourth I'loor

Poom 491 - Civil Court “oom
Also used by the Chief Justice for hearin~ motions. The
painting "Bencficence of the Law™ is hv Fenvon fox. It hears
this inscrintion "!nder the Rule of law, Insnired by .Tustice,

Peace and Prosperity Abide." The central figure renrescnts lLaw

clothed in the crimson mantle of authoritv. ONver her floats
Justice, the Insnirer of the Law. The (igurc at the riecht
represents Peace amd the lower left. Prospneritvy. The Intemtion
has heen to dwell unon Law as the protector of hanpiness.

Rooms 420 and 421
Chambers of the Chicl .Tustice

These consist of a waiting room and a study finished in

this

on
here
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Inglish brown oak.

Poom 422 - (unassigned)

This room contains the decorative panel, hy ¥ill I'. Low,
"NDiogenes."” The incident depicted is imaginary. Diogenes is
represented in the search for an honest man and tvpifies the
rescarch of Law. The child, typical of innocence advances to
meet the cynical philosopher, who in turn smiles upon him,

Room 423 - Civil Court Room

The long decorative nancl, "The Landing of the New Tnelanders”

.is by €. V., Turner. The artist has choscn for his subject the

LLanding of the Tounders of Newark. Governor Carterct having
established the government house at TFlizabethtown sent agents  into
New Lngland to proclaim the concessions given by the nroprietors
and to invite settlers to the colony. As the terms were considered
liberal, a group came to inspect the land and to consider
settlement. They chose the land ""to thc north of FElizabethtown
and bevond the marshes.” The landing occurcd in ‘lay, 1666,

The Central Nome

Fdwin Mowland Rashfield nainted the four colossal secated
figurcs one in each of the pendentives of the central dome. Thev

Tepresent Wisdom - symbolized by the unraveling of a skein:

Knowledge - represented in the search of written records for a
precedent. DPower is typified by the sword and rods. ‘lercy, by
the voting Athene - in ancient frecce when a tice vote occurred, a
white bean was cast into a urn - it was a vote for mercy and

was known as '""the vote of the fGoddess.

Supreme Court Room desipned by Kenyon Cox.
The robust dignified woman rohed in crimson renrescents law,

She sits enthroned in a piece of ideal architecture in a srmiline
landscane. Above her floats .Justice rohed in the hlue and white
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7. Descrintion (Continued)

sky and bearing scales. DPeace a flaxen blonde rohed in colors of
the rose and the dove sits at her feet of Taw and looks un to her
for protection while she holds up her emblem the olive branch.

Relow her are billing doves. On the lower left sits TProsperity
crowned with grain and popnpies: she distributes the fruits of the
earth to the children of men. A third poet or the artist occunies
himself with gathering daisies and pavs no attention to anything
else. To the right behind peace is a round temnle enmbowered in
lofty trces, to the left bevond Prosperity is a flowering wild
rosc and a glimpse of winding river and distant mountain.
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‘Dictionary of American Painters, Sculntors and Tnoravers:

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Issex County Court llouse has hecn the scat of justice of
Fssex County for over 60 vears. It is.one of the few monumental
buildings left in lewark and contains ®"several nriceless murals
and paintings denicting Common law Justice in the 'mited States.

Architecture

This imnressive structure was desioned by Cass Gilhert, a
famous early 20th century architect, who completed such nther
noteworthy bhuildinpgs as the 'mited States Customs Honse and the
Woolworth huildins in New Yorl, The Minnesota State Capitol, an”
the 'mited States Suprerce Court. huildine, :

T™1ls structure, according to the architect, is in the Modern
Tenaissance style and was constructed From marhle auarriecd at
South Dover, New York. The cost of the buildine in the early
1900's was in excess of $1,750,000.70 further indicatinae the’
significance of the building.

Art

The paintings, murals, and sculptures in the FEssex County
Court llouse were all done hy noted artists contcmnorarv to thn
clegant huilding. Tach eof the artists are listed in Tieldines

Tdwin !'. Rlashfield. Artist. Studied in Paris under
Leon lonnat, spment several yecars at the Noyel Acadenyv

in Tondon. fenerally he concentrated on genre nictures,
portraits and decorations. DBlashflield was elected a
member of the Mational Academy in 1883,

Gutzon Porglum. Sculptor. Studied are in Paris and San
Franscisco. Moted for his bronze statucs, the one of
Lincoln at the Court Tlousc is nationally rccoenized,

. . Low. Tainter and Illustrator. Studied in Durope.
Low, onc of the founders of the Socictv of American Artists,
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8 Significance (Continued)

became a member of the National Academy in 1807, C(encrally
he painted nortraits, but later went into murals.

Francis Navis ‘fillet. Painter. Mational Academy 1in -
1885. *tillet was primarily a nuralist.

Andrew 0'Connor, Jr. Sculptor. A member of the National
Academy in 1919 0'Connor won a hronze medal at the

Pan American Txposition in Buffale (1901), and a sncond
class medal at the Paris Salon in 190006,

Noward Pyle. DPainter and Tllustrator. Tvle was clected
to the YNational Academy of Design in 1911.

Charles Yardely. DPainter. Tducated at the Mational
Academy of Nesign and studied in Paris under laurens,
‘funkacsy and Leon Bonnat. Selected Associate menber

of National Academy of Design in 1883, Academician in 1886.
Turner cenerally painted murals which were often of an
historical nature.

lenty Oliver Walker. Painter. Tducated in Paris under

1. Bonnat, and in Yew York and Roston. ‘lemher of the

Socicty of American Artists and MNational Academy. Waller

painted primarily murals.

That all these artists were contracted to prepare paintines and
statues for the Courthouse indicates the cultural importance of
Mewark in the early 20th century.

Plans for consturcting the Fssex County Courty llouse were
initiated by authority of an act of 1900, A Commission was
engaged in the same year and a preliminary architectural advisor,
A. C. Mewman of MNewark, was engaged. Jlater, Professor Marren
P. Laird of the llniversity of Pennsylvania was emploved as a
consulting architect and advisor to prepare specifications and
requirements for the courthouse upon which architects might
submit competing plans and designs.
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8. Significance (Continued)
Five architects entered the competition. Thev were feoroe 1,

Post, Cass filhert, MMc¥im, “fead and White, Canere and Uastines, and
Pabhb, Cook and Willarm.

Originally the structure was to be built of Indiana limestonc,
but no expensec was spared as another quarter of a million dollars
was added to the cost in order to use South Nover marhle.

Construction hegan in 1904 and was completed in 1907 while
the building was occupicd in 1906 in order to demolish the old
courthouse.

Conscquently, since 1906 the Tissex County Courty !lousc
building has functioncd as the judicial center for the county un
to the present date. And, although the courtrnoms were heing
slowly vacated a few years ago, more and more judiciary offices
are returninge,
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Judicial

The courthouse was built in 1908 and has always served
as the center ‘of justice for issex County.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODt
EE{FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Terry Karschner, Pistorian-Curator
ORGANIZATION DATE
"istoric Sitrs Section, Nept. of Fnvironmental Protection
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE )
Box 1420 (609) 292-1023%
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mSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL STATE X LOCAL

As'the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 83-665). 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the N |onal Park Se
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TIMLE Commissioner, Dept. of Tnvaronmental Protectd4h March 26, 1975

FOR NPS USE ONLY
1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER




" -y 4 N 2
/ s m g ST S
Y Sk \ s <
/ VA - ) & Sy ~ ~. e
Ve I A ) fooge
e e g # 2y A i
= e \Q{i’\'g-“‘ V=T / gl T
~ 2,;//"\‘& 3 5 / },\// RS :
== = /“\\\~ iz
S = € B
b
ol
S

= .
% e,
A4
o 'i.."'#
; A
- i

]
o
[}
Q
@
(@]
m
m
m
—
z
=

i
/
e,
e
=
\‘7.‘
Ll
3
omn
-\
a8

Form No. 10-301
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE;ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE :

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

RECEIVED



SUMMARY OF NOMINATION INFORMATION IN ONJH FILES

TYPE:

MUNICIPALITY Niy;.x.m City

7z

Individual

Historic District

Multiple Property
Documentation Form

NOMINATION FORM

- Nomination form (If there are
continuation sheets, please
indicate number)
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- SHPO Signatures

- USGS Map

- Site plan

- Tax map

- Floorplan

- Photo index map

_ - Other maps
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--Historical -
--Negatives
--Contact Sheet
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Other Maps
Plan(s): Site Floor
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Interior —"
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Outbuildings
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Negatives:
Same as prints
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Less than prints Additional Negatives

Boundaries:
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Defined by map . Latitude & longitude

U.T.M.'s =

National Register notification of listing to SHPO:
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L
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Other:

SHPO Notification Letters:
Intent to nominate
Owner list

National Register State Register

Supplemental Information:
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Newspaper/Magazine articles . &£/ Recent correspondence
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Materials in Storage:
Public Meeting notification

Draft nomination

Newspaper articles
Historical information
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED XoricinaLsiTe =
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__FAIR __UNEXPOSED
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Oricinal

‘méi’

-

. "The Tssex County Court llouse of Mewark, New Jerscv, comnleted
1n 1216, is located at the junction of Sprinrfield Avenue and farlet
Street, occupving the entire block hetween Thirtcenth Avenue and
"larket Strect east of ligh Street. Tt stands on an elevation
facing down Market Street, the front entrance heinc reached hv a
flight of wide, easy steps rising from the sidewalks level on the
cast. The “imensions of the building are 153 feet in extreme width
and 139 feet in extreme length, the main stens and anproaches
extending down the hill from the buildine 113 fect to the sidewall.
The exterior of the bhuilding is 64 feet above grade on the Il'igh
Street side,

"The exterior is in the Modern Penaissance style, of marble
from quarries at South Nover, New York, the granite base and
steps used being from Rethel, Vermont. The sculntured fipures were
carved by Piccirilli Rrothers, in marhle from quarries near “reat
Barrington, 'assachusetts, from models hv Andrew O'Connor, sculptor.
The marhle-cutting (with the exception of the sculpture) was done
Ly Mewark workmen. The statues were carved hy Piccirilli Prothers,
of Vew York. )

"Tn the interior, the basement contains storage-vooms, the
heating apparatus and mechanical plant, with snace 1n engine-Toom
for the installation of additinnal machinery if desired in the
future: also detention cclls of prisoners, who are hrought to
the building by the driveway under the stens.

"In the first story are located rooms for the County Clerk and
the Sheriff, on the south side, and for the Pecistecr on the north,
each with extensive firenroof vaults for storagc of records. 1In
front is the large entrance-hall, faced with Indiana limestone,
and in the center the grand staircase hall with two staircases
leading to the second and third floors: the piers, stairs and
halustrads are of limestone and the floors of marble of various

kinds.

"On the second floor is the Crand Jury room, also the Criminal
Court, with rooms for witnesses and the offices of the Puhlic .
Prosecutor adjoining: the Board of TFreeholders' roorm, with committee
rooms, and the offices of the County Attorney, the follector and
the Auditor adjoining; the Surrogate's office, in the northwest
corner near the stairs from High Street, permittine practically
nrivate access by nersons having husiness with this oFffice.
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7 s Nescription (Continued)

"On the third floor, east front, is the Supnrere fourt: on the
south side of the hall, Circuit Courtroom A: north side of the hnll,
Circuit Courtroom RB: west of the hall, in center of hnildine, the
Motions fourt. All the courtroons are lighted from the cejlinr
onlv, excludine strecet noises which would enter hy side windows.

In the west half of the buildine are jurvy rooms and rooms for
various officers of the county.

"Fach courtroom is provided with private rooms for the judge
and communicating jury rooms. Ample toilet facilitics arc in all
parts of the building, for private usc of officials and for the
public. ;

"1l wanlte and many of the offices have sterl gases Tor filems,
and the furniture and clectric fixtures throneghout have heen
specially planned and desicned for use in their resnective places
and to mecet the nceds of the offices. Carpets, curtains and
) drapecries have all heen subject to careful stndv in their selection,
i with reference to harmonious effect in connection with wall
- decoration,.

"The main staircase hall, vestihule and corridors have had
special mural decoration-four nanels in the pendentives nnder the
: central dome being allegorical paintings bv *r. Tdwin I, Rlashield,
" T"he main room of the huilding have also receive special rnural
« decoration of allecorical and historical naintings hy eminent
artists, as follows: Supreme Court, Kenvon Cox: Courtroon A, 7, V.,
Turner: Courtroom DP. feorge 1. Mavnard: ‘'otions fourtroonr, Will I,
low; Criminal Courtroom, !I. 0, Walker: frand .Tury room, T, N, “fillet:
Roard of TFrecholders' room, !oward Pvle.

A

"Tach room in the huilding is ventilated and heated by the fan
system, controlled by thermostatic regulation, so that under
ordinary conditions any desired temnerature is automatically
maintained. Air is nassed through a spray to rcmove dvst hefore
delivery to the fans, and a vacuum system for sweening the
building is provided."” (The Tssex County Court lonse, 1907, TRenort
by Cass Gilbert).

xS
"{sy, 1oy
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Present

Standing on a slight eminence at the hcad of 'arket Strect,
facing east toward Mewark's famous ""Tour Corners," Proad anrd .
Market Streets, the busiest iIntersection in the State, the Issex
County Court llouse was, at its huilding, the most amhitious 1n
New .Jersey, and still is one of the most tasteful and heautiful
in the United States.

Authorized by the Legislature in 1900, the design was chosen
after a comnmetition of leading American architects. .The winner
was Cass Gilbert, architect of the Mew York Custom Touse, the
Woolworth Puilding, and more recently of the Mew 'mited States
Supreme Court Building in Washington, D.fM. Txcavation was bhcoun
in 1902, building continued from 1904-1907,

The design 1s modern Renaissance, with exterior ard much of
the interior of marhle: occupying the entire hlock hounded by
Springfield Avenue, *arket and Jlich Strcects: 100 feet wide and
180 long, the facade rising 64 feet ahove the sidewnll on [lieh
Street:; with a long sloping approach extending 113 feet from the
entrance.

Mn either side of the great stone stens leadineg to the entrance
are two statues symbolizing "Truth" and "Power”. On the pedirent
1s the inscription: "Truth is the "andmaid of Justice." Tlieh over

"the pediment stand nine marble allegorical statues hv Andreuw
O'Connor, svmbolizing (from left to right): "The Power of the lLaw,’
"The Reason of the Law,' "Statutory Law,"” "The Victory of the Taw,’
- "The Shelter of the lLaw," and "The Authority of the Law." Over

b= the threce main entrances arc inscrihed, resnectivelyv, "Taw "
"Justice'" and "'Peace.’”

1

1

On the point of the small trian~ular narked-snaced in front
of the Court Uouse, stands the nationally famous bronze statue of
Lt lincoln, scated on a bench, mnsing, with his tall hat on the hench

heside him, by futzon Borelum.. Theodore Poosevelt was one of the
suest at its unveiline, on Memorial Nav, 1011, Chancellor “fahen
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7. ° Nescription (Continued)

Pitney, afterwards Associate .Tustice of the Sunreme Tourt of the
Imited States. in his address described the statne: "™irine a
stroll alono some secluded path, for rest of mind and exercise

of the body, Mr. Lincoln paused here, and seated hirsell in
unstudied negligent pose." Pictures "have often heen talen of this
statue, with a child sitting in the crooli of his amnm.

ntering finds oneselfl in the innressive main staircase Wall
risine to a dome, with two grandstaircascs on cither side. On
the four pendentives under the corners of the dome arc painted
four colossal scated female alleporical fiecurcs bv the celehrated
verr .

American mural painter Fdwin !'. Rlashficld: ""is'om,"” newledae,
"Power," and "ercy.

ek ’ The various chambers are decorated with striking murals hv
famous American artists, including Will low and !f. N, Walker.
The most famous of these scenes from the history of Issex Countv
and of the City of Newark. 1In the Circuit Conrt is the painting
of C. Y. Turner, "The Landing of the Mew Tnglanders on the Tanls
of the Passaic River, May 16, 1666." 1In the Trecholder's roon (now
a District Court Room) jis lloward Pvle's painting, "The Tanding
of Lord Carteret, August, 1665." In the Grand Jury roon (now a
District Court noom) is Tran] D. "illet's painting of a historic
revolutionary scene, ''The Toreman of tho r‘r:mc’ Jury Rehukinge the
Chief Justice of ‘ew Jersey, in 1774," when the roval judges
~(shown in full-bottomed wigs, and gowns) demanded indictments of
‘certain prominent Colonists for treason. In the Suprere Court
Room is the allegorical panel by Kenvon Cox, '"The Renc¥icence of
the Law.

s

i First Floor

Poom 104 - Common Pleas Court Poon

The walls and ceiling are excellent examples of modern
decorative woodwork. The paneling is in TFrench walnut. The
work has executed by Newark craftsmen. 1In the rermodeling of the
building this court room was made from the space formerly occunied
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7. Description (Continued)

hy the County Register Nepartment. ONffices on this floor include
the Prosccutor of the Pleas, County Netectives, "omicide Rurean and
the Sheriff's Departmental Offices.

Second Floor

Room 201 - Common Pleas Court Toon

Pecently constructed. This room is finished in Mexican
mahorany paneling, matched to bhring out the unusual marking and
coloring of the natural wood. !Mexican mahogany is one- of the
newer decorative woods.

Poom 203 - Circuit Court Room.

Formerly it was the public meeting room of the Roard of
Treeholders. This room has hcen redesigned but the oriainal
ornamental heamed coiling and marble walls have not heen chanced.
Over the judge's desk is loward Pyvle's famous painting, "The
Landing of Carteret.” The artist chose for his subject the
noment when Captain Philip Carteret, after havines come ashore
with about thirty settlers ncar the sitc of the City of Tlizahcth,
proclaimed his authority as Governor of the Province. I''mder his
direction, the village, which then consisted of four log huts
which had heen erected the yvear nrevious, hecame the provincial

¢anitol and was named Tlizabhethtown in honor of the wife of his

relative and the proprietor, Sir fGeorge Cartecret.

This painting is one of the best works of the artist.
In the redecoration of this room it was thoucht that this painting
which had becone quite dim would reauire retouching and it was
removed to a studio for that purpose, hut after a thorouch cleaning
it was found to he in almost nerfect condition. Tn the nrocess it
received a new coat of preservative varnish, practically nothipe
more. -

Room 222 - Civil Court "oom

The large paintineg is the work of I'. . Walker. Tt is entitled
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7.  Nescrintion (Continued)
"The Power and Reneficience of the Law.” The suhject is alleecorical,

The Law 1s represented as driving awav the evil and vicions and

uplifting the fallon. The two small figures of the lion and the

eagle tvpify the strength of the of the law.

Note the pleaders stand at the left - nrisoners from this
stdnd enter their nlecas and later hear their sentences. Since
is the larrcest court room many trials for murder have heen
held here.

Third Tleoor

Room 3N3 - MNomestic Pelations court

This room occupies a space formerly devoted to the Law
Library. It is finished in English brown oak. Turnishines are
from the same wood.

The entire rear of this floor is civen over to the detenti
of persons awaiting trail or sentence in the various courts. 7
is ample room for segregation for all tvpes o7 nrisoners.

Fourth I'loor

Poom 491 - Civil Court “oom
Also used by the Chief Justice for hearin~ motions. The
painting "Bencficence of the Law™ is hv Fenvon fox. It hears
this inscrintion "!nder the Rule of law, Insnired by .Tustice,

Peace and Prosperity Abide." The central figure renrescnts lLaw

clothed in the crimson mantle of authoritv. ONver her floats
Justice, the Insnirer of the Law. The (igurc at the riecht
represents Peace amd the lower left. Prospneritvy. The Intemtion
has heen to dwell unon Law as the protector of hanpiness.

Rooms 420 and 421
Chambers of the Chicl .Tustice

These consist of a waiting room and a study finished in

this

on
here
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Inglish brown oak.

Poom 422 - (unassigned)

This room contains the decorative panel, hy ¥ill I'. Low,
"NDiogenes."” The incident depicted is imaginary. Diogenes is
represented in the search for an honest man and tvpifies the
rescarch of Law. The child, typical of innocence advances to
meet the cynical philosopher, who in turn smiles upon him,

Room 423 - Civil Court Room

The long decorative nancl, "The Landing of the New Tnelanders”

.is by €. V., Turner. The artist has choscn for his subject the

LLanding of the Tounders of Newark. Governor Carterct having
established the government house at TFlizabethtown sent agents  into
New Lngland to proclaim the concessions given by the nroprietors
and to invite settlers to the colony. As the terms were considered
liberal, a group came to inspect the land and to consider
settlement. They chose the land ""to thc north of FElizabethtown
and bevond the marshes.” The landing occurcd in ‘lay, 1666,

The Central Nome

Fdwin Mowland Rashfield nainted the four colossal secated
figurcs one in each of the pendentives of the central dome. Thev

Tepresent Wisdom - symbolized by the unraveling of a skein:

Knowledge - represented in the search of written records for a
precedent. DPower is typified by the sword and rods. ‘lercy, by
the voting Athene - in ancient frecce when a tice vote occurred, a
white bean was cast into a urn - it was a vote for mercy and

was known as '""the vote of the fGoddess.

Supreme Court Room desipned by Kenyon Cox.
The robust dignified woman rohed in crimson renrescents law,

She sits enthroned in a piece of ideal architecture in a srmiline
landscane. Above her floats .Justice rohed in the hlue and white
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7. Descrintion (Continued)

sky and bearing scales. DPeace a flaxen blonde rohed in colors of
the rose and the dove sits at her feet of Taw and looks un to her
for protection while she holds up her emblem the olive branch.

Relow her are billing doves. On the lower left sits TProsperity
crowned with grain and popnpies: she distributes the fruits of the
earth to the children of men. A third poet or the artist occunies
himself with gathering daisies and pavs no attention to anything
else. To the right behind peace is a round temnle enmbowered in
lofty trces, to the left bevond Prosperity is a flowering wild
rosc and a glimpse of winding river and distant mountain.
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‘Dictionary of American Painters, Sculntors and Tnoravers:

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Issex County Court llouse has hecn the scat of justice of
Fssex County for over 60 vears. It is.one of the few monumental
buildings left in lewark and contains ®"several nriceless murals
and paintings denicting Common law Justice in the 'mited States.

Architecture

This imnressive structure was desioned by Cass Gilhert, a
famous early 20th century architect, who completed such nther
noteworthy bhuildinpgs as the 'mited States Customs Honse and the
Woolworth huildins in New Yorl, The Minnesota State Capitol, an”
the 'mited States Suprerce Court. huildine, :

T™1ls structure, according to the architect, is in the Modern
Tenaissance style and was constructed From marhle auarriecd at
South Dover, New York. The cost of the buildine in the early
1900's was in excess of $1,750,000.70 further indicatinae the’
significance of the building.

Art

The paintings, murals, and sculptures in the FEssex County
Court llouse were all done hy noted artists contcmnorarv to thn
clegant huilding. Tach eof the artists are listed in Tieldines

Tdwin !'. Rlashfield. Artist. Studied in Paris under
Leon lonnat, spment several yecars at the Noyel Acadenyv

in Tondon. fenerally he concentrated on genre nictures,
portraits and decorations. DBlashflield was elected a
member of the Mational Academy in 1883,

Gutzon Porglum. Sculptor. Studied are in Paris and San
Franscisco. Moted for his bronze statucs, the one of
Lincoln at the Court Tlousc is nationally rccoenized,

. . Low. Tainter and Illustrator. Studied in Durope.
Low, onc of the founders of the Socictv of American Artists,
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8 Significance (Continued)

became a member of the National Academy in 1807, C(encrally
he painted nortraits, but later went into murals.

Francis Navis ‘fillet. Painter. Mational Academy 1in -
1885. *tillet was primarily a nuralist.

Andrew 0'Connor, Jr. Sculptor. A member of the National
Academy in 1919 0'Connor won a hronze medal at the

Pan American Txposition in Buffale (1901), and a sncond
class medal at the Paris Salon in 190006,

Noward Pyle. DPainter and Tllustrator. Tvle was clected
to the YNational Academy of Design in 1911.

Charles Yardely. DPainter. Tducated at the Mational
Academy of Nesign and studied in Paris under laurens,
‘funkacsy and Leon Bonnat. Selected Associate menber

of National Academy of Design in 1883, Academician in 1886.
Turner cenerally painted murals which were often of an
historical nature.

lenty Oliver Walker. Painter. Tducated in Paris under

1. Bonnat, and in Yew York and Roston. ‘lemher of the

Socicty of American Artists and MNational Academy. Waller

painted primarily murals.

That all these artists were contracted to prepare paintines and
statues for the Courthouse indicates the cultural importance of
Mewark in the early 20th century.

Plans for consturcting the Fssex County Courty llouse were
initiated by authority of an act of 1900, A Commission was
engaged in the same year and a preliminary architectural advisor,
A. C. Mewman of MNewark, was engaged. Jlater, Professor Marren
P. Laird of the llniversity of Pennsylvania was emploved as a
consulting architect and advisor to prepare specifications and
requirements for the courthouse upon which architects might
submit competing plans and designs.
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8. Significance (Continued)
Five architects entered the competition. Thev were feoroe 1,

Post, Cass filhert, MMc¥im, “fead and White, Canere and Uastines, and
Pabhb, Cook and Willarm.

Originally the structure was to be built of Indiana limestonc,
but no expensec was spared as another quarter of a million dollars
was added to the cost in order to use South Nover marhle.

Construction hegan in 1904 and was completed in 1907 while
the building was occupicd in 1906 in order to demolish the old
courthouse.

Conscquently, since 1906 the Tissex County Courty !lousc
building has functioncd as the judicial center for the county un
to the present date. And, although the courtrnoms were heing
slowly vacated a few years ago, more and more judiciary offices
are returninge,
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Judicial

The courthouse was built in 1908 and has always served
as the center ‘of justice for issex County.
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