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BNV ERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
PROFESSIONAL COMMENT.

N AR. FRANK MILES DAY and Mr. Andrew Wright Craw-
ford have performed a public service architectually, civically,
and from the standpoint of the sociologist, by their excellent report
on American Park Systems issued through the Philadelphia Allied
Organizations. This organization is made up of over forty societies
whose purpose it is to secure a comprehensive system of parks for
their owncity.  But in the report before us all the principal cities
of the United States are covered and a map shown of each in which
the existing parks are shown in green and the proposed parks in
brown, and at a glance the reader has before him not only what
parks the city now boasts of, but just what its most enlightened citi-
zens feel should be added. The text tells the difficulties ovércome
by cach community and shows that Boston casily takes tirst rank,
for within a radius of eleven miles of the State House there are
15,000 acres of park lands and twenty-tive miles of parkway. In
addition to this Boston boasts of fifteen playgrounds so located that
every child is within one-half mile of one of them, and within a
mile of the larger athletic fields. ~ As would be expected of Chicago
its plans for the future are more ambitious than that of any other city,
although it has already eighty—four parks connected by forty—tive
miles of boulevards.
report, which also contains a description of the grouping of the
public buildings in Cleveland which has already been given in
c¢Architecture’’.  The report should be of considerable value to
members of the profession who have such works in charge, and its
usefulness is greatly enhanced by its giving the names of those who
can supply further information as to the experience of each city.

Smaller cities are thoroughly covered in the

FEW architectural competitions have had so much public in-

terest as that which has been inaugurated by The Board of
Directors of the Carnegie Foundation for the Peace Palace in "The
As the United States has placed itself in the front rank or
the nations in promoting peace, it would be especially fitting if an
American architect should be selected to provide the building in
which the good work is to be continned.

.

HOW can architects expect the public to take their Code of

Ethics seriously when this very Code has so small restraining
influence upon the profession itself. ~Real estate men will tell you
that there is nothing easier to get for nothing than sketches. During
the past few weeks a corporation in New York wished to erect a new
building, but after informally deciding upon the architect wanted, so
much pressure was brought upon them by friends of other practi-
tioners, that they determined to institute what they were pleased to
call ««a competition’’. The programme was issued on one sheet ot
paper—no jury was named-no instructions were given as to the way
the drawings were to be prepared— no promise was made that the
winner of the competition should have the commission, and it con-
tained no statement as to what percentage would be paid to the
successful man, The paper was distributed broadcast to all sorts of
men and the response fully justitied the statement made by the real
estate men. 'The committee in charge received fully fifty plans,
elevations and perspectives in line, in water color, in monotone of
all sizes and all kinds, from men of great reputation and from men of
no reputation, and after they had all been looked over the architect
originally selected who had been wise enough to keep out of the
cecompetition’” was called in and the competitors asked to send for
the drawings at their own expense.

Requestors must comply with
Copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)

ARCHITECTURAL DEPARTMENT LIBRARY




“yj10 x maN ‘'ouf ‘sweqim souf £q apew diom 2zuoiq YL
N ‘YYVMIN ‘ONIATINE ANVAROD FONVENSNI NVOIIINY

010y 'soig sunAy  CSIPPINg 10D SUOS X UIPPIH A euyory ‘uaqio sse)

*Sob1 ‘wagoLdQ

MIXXX1 31¥1d AYNILDALIHONNY

.





